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Narr at i e i t o or t e nt h of p i l 191 .

e f i r s t of pr i l f ou th e ent e q a on l i v i n s and b ed

o= hol ea , l i vi n an C r at i ons a d t i 11 be g abl e t o do t h® n r ous odd

jobs th t are aecess ry to keep the squad on 'unctioning . t e rd of the

mo th ow ve , a w le e w t on life the whole squadroa o ed into

the new t nt area. ithin e few da s ll of the tents were wired fo lect-

ric ty d once a n the m n w re ble to ea oy lectric lig ts and rad os.

w ni shed b a u t br ou t r om hu f or t hi s pur c e . A sm l l

l we s o on er e c t ed d d by d y t e ood i m ov ed . I ae' cr e m, p e

and o e s d ev en e h m at wer e f ou d on t he m nu . hot wat er show r w

: •ec t d al o wi t h a d y r o o , l i br r y nd a ov i e t he t e i he 21s t

i te oup area . T e sp i s a the n i proved with the impro e ts

arou d them d they w re rea y to do their utm ost on the line.

T e mo e in the e n't the only m e m de d ing the m th.

ll ectio m e from one to three m es on the line to k w for the

e p d i g run y f ac i l f t i e , 11 t he mov es w r e de i n a ahol •t t i m d

ao o the actions of the Bquad on were m ired. we o into a new

nt h we e l ki ng f a t o on mor e mo e - t hat of g o t o o s e t

hut .

T e on t h of r i l f o nd th e 72nd c l i z .ng m t h o duous

train ng nd f nally ca i t e wa to the a . ou hout the onth the

Jap e e w o lanes o heed ma y t s. ith the whole-he •ted oope a-

t on of al l t he qua r oa , a r i i d ache dul e wa ad. r t o , hi ch n bl d vr

(1 }
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- - i ve Hi t c f t .
t h vf r i l I g ( c a t i nue ) . _ . . -

pl nes to fly lon over- ater flights th a m ni of r s .

Ca t he 7 t h of t hs ont h , l b pl e s l ed by : j . , wer e ai bor ne

at 0 (̀00 f o t he f r s t A Fi ght er Es cor t i s s i on o er t he ap e s e e .

hila in the ta t ea, To yo, Captain regar destroyed a Nick , Capt in .

r r i t t de s t r oyed a To j o nd a ob bl e To , nd I t . Go t al des t oye d

i oj o . ].1 pl es e t ur n d t o b s e at 1 j 2 af t er cor pl e t i n a 7 ho t r i p .

A h i s t or i c d y f or t he r : A or ce , t : e VI I i ht er C nd
.d t he

7 2 d i g t er Squ dr on . (Se e e h i bi t 2 ) . C nt i nui n t o har r as s t e e s e ,

on the dt h of t he :o t , 16 nl es , 1 ed y C r t . Ca l yl e , ew a di ve - L i n

nd s t r f .n g s s i on t o Chi chi Ji r . he t e t was 14/ 10 cov er ed s o o bs

w re dropped by the d of Du bo r da . This is believed to be the irst

,
i t er Bo i d one b r t he ai d of r dar . ( See exhi bi t # ) •

On t he l l t h , nd Lt . . G. ones 0- 30 15 6 , cr s ed at he end of

Ce nt r al r f i e l d hen hi s e n i ne cu out , a d on t h e 12 t h , 2 d Lt . L. A.

Pend r s 0- 7221 , cr he d :hen he under s hot t he f i e l d hi l e r e t ur i ng

f r o a C s ai o . e i t her pi l ot s ue ai ned i n j ur i es . t pl a es wer e

to al los es.

On t :e 12t h cf t he nt h , 16 pl es , l ed by j . Poot h of t h e

21st F ghte Group , were irba ne at O Q1 or the second escort m ssion

over Jap . Lt. . H . Beattie 0-7 1G20 was lost over the target hen hi

pl e di s nt i at ed h i l e c os i ng i n on a To j o . s p e chut e wa not s e

t o open a he s congi der ed l os t i n act i on . I o ne pl ne s wer e s hot do n

d t he r em i l pl ne s r e t ur ne d t o ba s e at 15 20 . ( e e e i bi t ) •

i l 16 t h i s t o be r e be e d as t he s qu dron ' s " l uclc " day .

Twenty-three pl es were screduled to o on e mission over p n . ue to

)

T
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f cc e n h e i 1
_ _, . . . . .915 cont i nued ) .

t he dc ru w adv er s e weat her condi t i o s , 8 pl ne s di d not e t .

T e s e i nc l ude Lt . al l a ce , hos e pl an e cr a: hed ard b :r ned a t t he end of t e

r u w y d Lt . andenb er , w o cr as hed h i s pl ane by r e t r ac t i nr, hi s l andi n

e r i n or der o r e. n on t e r u cr y . Lt . 7al l ce s uf f er ed nor bur s . Lt .

l en 7. Re g n 0- 7 11019 s l os t i n n ov er c t 7Q l e aut on cou s e nd

i s c r r i e d a mi s s i . The r e i ni n ; l ane s went ov er t he t e t . d r et u ne t o

bas e at 1'(1 . ( e e ex i bi t # ; .

n t he l gt h o " t he mont h , 13 p1 . e s , l ed bv Lt . Col . oot h o • t he

21 t ht e. • oup , er e a r ' n e a t Q7 00 or t he s qua on ' s f i r s s tr a i n

: i s s i on over Japs n , t e t - t s i r dr o . Tni s t urned ou t o be a f e l d

d y f or t he s quad on . Te n ( 10 ) ene y ai r cr f t er e shot ow , e r e do

as °o l l o : 1 t e Lt . Ccl . Eoot nd Lt . P^x e
r

1 t o Lt . S: i pek nd Lt . .1 c ;

1 t o Capt . C l yl e , I t o Lt . r o n 1 t o L . De n d L . r adb 1 tr , o

Capt . e ; 1 t o L . S t u t a _d 1 t o Ca t . R s s e l
l

end 1 4 t Lt . nde ber e '.

l of o nl anes r e t ur ed s e l y t o b s e a t 115 . (See e h i b i t ) . e

f ol l o . d , t he 20 t h , 11 pl e9 , ?ed by C t . : er , f I ew a di v e- bo i n

m s s i on o aha J i . a . Bo: s er e dr o pped t hr ou ,
h oc c s i on .l hol s i t he

clcuds. (See ex ibi ,7 .

O t he 2nd , the s qua r on went cv er J ap n a ai n . Four t eea pl e s ,
l ed by a . r. i , e a .r bor ne at O 1 t o pr ov i de hi h cover f or P-5 1 ' s

s t r af i n uzu r dr . he f l i t v as ade wi t hout i nc i de nd a l pl ne s

ret rne3 to base at 1 18. (Se exhibit o). Lt. Srripek w sli htly injured

hen his plane crashed nd burned on l din on he 23rd. T e crash was due

t o a s t r o ; cr os nd . t he 2bt h , 17 pl a e s , l ed y Capt . Bar ker , f l ew an

e s cor t .s i on t o n oy a , J apan . h e f l i t was de r t hout i nc i dent a d

pl nes ret ned to b :e s ely. 5ee Px ib t 9). F nishin the onth n

1 ' L'T
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ap o p i a t e m ner , our s qua on oa he t h , t 20 pl e s i t o t he r nd

l d by t. Col. T lor of the 21st Fi hter Group , proceeded to Tachi a

r r , J a . , f or o event ! i s s i on f h ont h o r Jap . The

.s s i on , a 8 - 2 9 es c r t , was ade i t h ou t i nc dent and al l pl ne s r e t u ed

s a e y a t l l
.. bl ow as de a t t he s qua on n he mor ni , t hat 2nd Lt .

Harr i s on V. P er 0- 20 24 was ki l l ed when h i s pl ne cr a shea a d bur ned on

t ke - of f . (Se e e hi b t 10 ) . s e s t r t a n w nt , ou pr om s e t o apan

i a t ha t t h e .l l be o l e t up by t he '(2nd . For a box - s co e of f i ht r

ills by this squad on d ring the month of A ril, see e ibit 11. C pt.

e a , pi l o t , a Lt . G t e , Co ni cat i ons Of f i c er , ent t o ap on a

B-29 as obser ers on he 22nd a d 30 h re pective v.

P s on e l ch e f or t he ont h w e f ol l ows : on t h t h , l s t Lt s .

Cl f t on E . Jones 0- o13 17 , i l l i a A. Robi ns on 0- . .
97 , Ri chf i e l d . S .

Ce e on r . - b' b j , 2 d Lt s . Ver non J . chl os s er 0- 3 by , Rober t S . St r

0- c 24 j , ack 0 . St e ens Q- o2 7 , Wi l l i a C. i i ki ns on 0- 92d'( , A t hur

e l l eger 0- I22 199 , T . P ch ds on 0- 02 01 1 Cr es t er F . F t z l d 0- 2 9y1

. d F/ 0 ri l l i am C. S i nger T- jb , l pi l o t s , as s i , t o t he s ouadr on f r

( t h Fi ght • i n . the at h , l s t Lt s . Lu ckenb i l l err i t t r e pr omot ed

t o Ce pt a i n , d nd Lt s . e a t e , e l l , Ivor t on nd chl a wer e p om t e d o

l s t Lt s . O t he 12t h , one i l f t f or t he i nl d on emer ency f ur l ough .

t he 22nd , Capt . a l t er R. 3 i ns on 0- b621 as s i ned f om t he 21s Fi t er

G oup nd l ant O' f c r Br ce L. Iuc Cl .n 1- 2 11b'( 1 s i ed r om the 3 1s t

Fi ght er S uadr on . s o on ne 22 , l s t Lt . d ar d H. Di bbl e 0- '( yl b'j as

tr sf red to the lst Fighter 3qu dron and lst Lt. Thon s H . LeCo pte U-d b

t •ans f er r ed t o t he 21 t i gh t r Gr oup . b E , 3 on t he 2 t h d 3 o t he 2bth

er e s s i ed om t h e 13 t h Repl ac e. en at t al on . t he 26 t h , one E

c
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r et urne d t o s qus •o f r v er..er gency ur l ou h o l nd . t he 2 t h ,

Ca pt . : us s e l l nd Lt s . Be l l , andenber g er , Br abur y e. c l ace r e pl aced

on DS t o AAFPOA Nes t nd Re cr ea t i c o 95 3 d on t he j t h Lt . W en

dep rted for the ainl nd on te ary dut to attend Fighter n ery

Ae es her Co .r s e t Fos t er Fi e l d , Tea .

the llth of the onth , an order was received from VII ighter

Co d i s s ui r pl e ea t s t o t he of f i cer s d en i s t ed r_e n ho e e

wounded i n t he enga; e nt ri t t he ene on ar ch 26 . e pr es ent t i on o

t he wa ds was de by adi er Ge er l oor e on t he ]
. t h i n t e 21s t

ght e Gr oup e a . (Se e ex .hi bi t I ) .

T e n duties of the g neeri Section for the onth was to

s e t up a ompl e t e . i nt enance s e c t i cn . A s al l t ent h g • e c t ed nd

h been of eat v lue due to the adverse eather encountered at this b e.

A o er - che ck s t d s de t o cho he pl es whi l e unn i n at a hi h

1 . The S e e t t al e c t i on m ae o f c at i ons on l l c . ol a t i s cvo .

The od i f c at i on enab l e s t he pi l ot t o cont r o l t he cool a nt t emper at ur e anual l

i f hi a e l e c t r c al y s e go es out . di f i c at .vn Ol - U- s al s o co l ed

w th . This ncluded s allation of am nit on aoo hold do bolts to e eat

the ings om buc li ;. T e Electrical Section rected a sp k plug cle i

and adjust eat st nd an has enabled ll t'ae l nes to use cle plugs for

the ver lon r nge ssions. A flu b p mp w s de to flush out th i p ct

t ube s on he c bu et or s . he ctus t d s and had been c aus ng t •oubl e i t h

t ne c rbu -e t or f unc t o ; unt l t h s f l us h pump ras i nau u at ed . Al l of t he

men ha e been or'in long hours dur the month d the squa on's ach eve-

ment s eg i ns t th ene s ha t hat t he .r ef f or t er e no t n ai n .

The Cor icat ons Section was hard at work t rou hout the mont .

A sp c a cre of iremen , nstalled elec ricity in all the te ts in the

SE 1
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squ dron livi ea. hey lso pt p ce th t e i on t e l d

i s alled li ing facilities d
.p
hoaes for ll section a the new e

w re et up. A new policy o chec ing ai plan s ith si n l generato s a d

m l l i m t •s be o •e l o g r a l i ght s w s i u r at ed . I t i s app ent t het

t he new r o ces s i s us t . e d . f ew r di o t oubl e s e now nco r ed

e out e . cr ew a t he l2n Co r n i c a i o oi ned wi t h c ewa f om o t her

un i t e i t l l t he ho a pt / R - 8 ( "D ") i n al l pl n s of t he

oup. 1 new and t e n task w s dded to t e sectioa duties e it

as c lled upon to check rad o equ p®ent in -2q s sched d as n igators

or ou f i t r s t o p . '1 i s dut ont nues .

ma n d ce ctio repa t at th duties ai l

con i s t ea of pi t he pl .es ' o m m nt i n co d t i on . t ot l of 1 , b90

r o nds of . u cal ber on as e cpended and 3 a 0 G. P . bo bs .

bor e - s h t s t and was e t ed a d l .t pl e s w e b r e - s i t ed . h r t een

pl e s we e m f i ed by e pl c i ng t he I - 9 t y pe u s i ght i t h t he I .

A t ot of 1 , : h o s w e f l o du ng t he mont h . Of t hi s

t ot al l . 1 9 v e co bat our s .

,

•
J G S C . V

. I1 I ,
Ca pt a i n , A r C r p ,
Ca ndin .

( o

l
,
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1 . a * * * * s * * * * * * * * *

2. P suant to author ty contained in r ph 16 , AR 600- , 2
Se pt em r 19 , a Pu pl He a t s a de d b y t h e Com n d e er , VI I
Fi gh t e Co a d , A ' , t o t h e f ol l o n i nd. .v dua l s f or ound s r ece v ed i n
ac t on agai s t t he Jap es e on * * * * l s l d , on 2 r 19 5 :

,e con L eu t en nt A S H . EAT , 0` 102 0 , Cor ps , L'n i t e d S a t e s
A

Sec nd L e ut en nt CL .V
C H . ELL, O7b21 , r C r , i t ed St a t es

r
.

i r s t Li eu t e n a t ALP L . c NE , Ob9 0 , .r Co s , i t e d St at es
A r

Second Li eu t enant G L I . C E , 0'(b 0 , r Cor ps , U i t ed St at e s

Se c ond L eu t en nt v H . 5 0 , 0'(b 3 , i r Cor p , II n i t ed St a t e s

C a l J I Iv L . L , 13 009 7 1 , i Cor ns , Un i t ed St at es

Se co L eu•ce n nt Y . 0 , 020 41 2 , Ai r Cor , Uni t ed St t es

Se o nd Li e LLt e n nt HA H . 1 FI , 0 75 o5 2 , A r Car ps , i t e d S t a t e s

C pt K . UD S , 0? 9 1 , A C ps , U i t d St a t es A

Vapt J C. NADA, 0'(2 '( 09 , r Cor gs , Uni t ed St at e s A

• Ser ge t H : Tn z . Y T , 3 o3 1 g , A r Co ' ps , Un i t ed t a t es A

CO ND OF I G I GEN A.L hI :

-1-

C 0 P Y
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O : Command
.ng Of i ce r 72nd Fi ght er Squadr on

T : Commanding General II i;hter Com and, AAF, APO S6.

THRUs Command.
ing ffic r, 1st Figiter Grnup, AAF, APO #86•

Squadr on i
.s s .on - 1 .

2 1s t Fi ght r Gr oup •ii s s i on 4- 1 .
VI I Fi g t e r Com und i s s i on : mbe r 'l7 .

Pi s s i on R or t

1 . . 16 - 5 - o
b. 20 5 T/E and S/E aircraft ( icks, Tojcs, Zekes an Tanys)

?, a. Nane.
b. 1 Pick and 2 Tojos destroyed - 1 Tony probably destroyed.

3 . Es c r t - 29 ' S - : i l d Order # 3 .

4 , R YEL O BLUE S

j. Spein Iaj. Imig Capt. Barker Capt. Russell Capt. Carlyle

Lt. Booher It. D cker Lt. Cottle It. Skripek Lt. Lane
Capt . Ar agar Lt . e rre n Lt . s r r i t t Lt . Do s Lt . Denman
Lt. Erickson Lt. Aorton Lt. otwals Lt. Prandenborger t. Eradbury

T ke Off: 0700 C r arg t: 1055

nded: 1432 Lef Tar et: 1105

Sixteen (16) -51's of thc 72rc Fight r Squ dron airborne at 0700 th nce to
ita rock for rencezvous with n vi t onal superforts. Fli hts th n proceeded

to rendezvous point t 1035 meeting the bomber strea . Red nd Blue flights
tacke on to the left flank, Yellow &ad reen flights tacked on to ,he right

fl nk. Red l eder could nct determ ne the head of the bomber formation so h

t e c ked on t t he s ec ond oup of bo be r s t 15 , 000 f ee t i t h t he bo ber s a t 2 , `

f c 6 t . They t h n pr oc c eded t o t he t ur gt. t cr e r r i v i ng Gt 10 5 e nd re ma i ni n
i n t he gen r a ar ea t o approx i at c l y 110 5 . i l , i n t he t ar g :t ar e . s ev ?r a l

twin and single n ine aircraft.w r observed rn^king pass s n the bomber
f or m t i ons , t has e w r e i dant i f i d s be i : a Ni cks ( t wo vhi ch e r o pa i nt ed bl c ck}

Tojos, Zpkes ard Tonys. Tho onemy fight rs obssrvsd did not seem to be too

aggressive in their att cks, t i majority of tho att cks pr ssed ho e by the

en my came frvm the stern end high. R d leaoer fired e short burst at si g]

e n i n ai r cr af t s l i g it 1y nort h of Toky o Bay t hs t s s l i g it l y b l o hi m d i v i rg

a ay . did not obs rv hits on th fircraft. Th s eed of this enemy plane

s emed to b quite slo r, probatly arcund ?
_
50 or 275 mph. Re 2 obse ved one

Ni ck maki ng a pa s s on onc of our a i r cr af t o c pu s l d ov er nd f i r ed a t hr ee

ar f our s ec ond bur s t c l os i ng t o 500 f o t on t he N c : . h i s h i t s nd re t s e r

unobs erv ed . i l over t h . t r gu t R d "s bs : r •__. Ni ck appr oachi ng f r am b t

one o ' c l oc k at 1 , 000 f t o Rac; u r n :u s i rpl y i nt o hi m and f i r ed appr ox-
imat ly 300 rounds, causi g thc ri 'rrt :ngire to c tch fire. Red 3's win msn,
Lt . Er i cks on , l s o obs erv d t r ace r s c nt c r i n t he ai r cr f t , pl ane bur ni ng nd

t he p i l ot b i l i ng out . Th i s ;i cI as obs e rvoc t o have a gu f i r i ng r om t he •

unners position. Red 4 followed Red throu hout this action.
B1u© flight stayed ut mutual support position ith Red flight. A To o

c m divi g t the left .n
d through the forrn tion so Blue le der pushed over
C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N- -I-A-L

-I_
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• - and to the left nd f the Toio, Blu l der and his i g rea got n

s hor t bur s t s c r. a a .
l ed ba ck i n t o f or t ; ho e ver Bl ue r e m i ned i n t he

d i v d r ed app r ox i rn t :] y 50U r o s .t, he Toj o . He obs e v ed hi s t race r s

p, .. n t o t he To; o a nd t hen t ha oj o t r t <:d s mok i n g a nd w nt i nt o a s p i n es
i f i t wor d f i n .t l

,y and comp l t a out of cont r ol , t t h i s t i r e h r s aw t h e
p l a n e be gi n t a b r : o br okc c f f t o .

t t • ck a nd c,t t e mp t d t o r e j oi n i t h h i s -
l e me nt l cac . r , Lt . °. :r r i t t , B ue , cbs e r v d t h s Toj o bur ni n a nd s oki ng

badly so this pl nc is co sid r d as estro cd. As Blue and 4 st .r ed to
r e j oi n , Bl ue 3 s c.a a no t h r Tu o t o t h : l af t and pr s s d ome an a t t a c k f r o
ab ou t 30 de r ee s d f l ec t i c t c dca r. a s t r n c l os i ng t o abou t 100 ya r d s , Thi s
a i r c r a f t wa s a l s o a f l .m r.r,

d s r:ok i ng a nd i s c ons i d e r ed a s d e s t r oy d ,
Imm diat ly aftor this cngagement, hile still in the target are , ht. Merritt,
Blu 3, m de a stern attack on a Tony firing short burst and leavin it

moking. This is considered as a prvb ble,Ye l l ow a d Gr e en f l i gh t s i n f or mat i n on t h e r i gh t of t h e borrbe r .,t r e r
m ntained their position u til th bombers made a landfall on tha st co st
in G gcrri B y. At this point th flak on the bomb r str am foreed th SC flig .s
o pull o f to the ri ht, The bombers proceeded inland north and Y llow and

Green ilights crossed over to Yokoham , hey continued until directly ov r
' 'oky o Ha r bcr . T e s e f l i gh t s ha d b e n f o •ced t o pr oce ed .ve l l h r d f t hc bc mb • - •
and a be t attemptea to rnake S turns and supporting turns to compensate for
the di

.
fferenco in spe.c. These flights r mained over Tokyn Harbor for approx-

a
.m

tel r 10 minutes, circling and m king uppcrtin turn . Observation on
shipping showed thr•t there w . r nimum prasent in the h rbcr. These flights
we r e a t n l t i i ud e of 16 , 000 c 1i , 000 f e e t : d vi s i bi l i t y es ver good .
Thar e wa s a l s r_ ob s a r ved t •.

t h r e r s c omp l t ' > c o f r ont a l a t t cks f r r,m
J ape nc s e f i h t • r a i r cr c f t , Th r e •. c r e a o d i v i n a t t a c f r o a bove t he
bo ber s , The s e f 1i ght s had gcn e ^ s f a r a s Ch i b . T c i r f

.
i e l d s r er e obs e r ved

b e l ovr n t wo p o i n t s of 1 nd s u t h of Cl i ba . On on o t h e s e f i a l GS t hpr e a s a
l a r ge number f p a r k d i r e r a f t . Du r i r,g t h i

.s
t .i • e f f l i ght f i ve s i n gl e on gi ne

i ght e r s pas s ed 3 , 000 f ce t b l o , but no a t t e r t a s mad e t cn a r e . Thes e
f l i ght s : e r e f i r d n f r o r. h vy s i n t h c v i c i i t ^i ' C ii ba , t e f i r e be i n
m©e ger , l ow and t r , i l i n g , t n : t i me i t he s e f l i ght s t t a ck ane y a i r c r f t .Fr r..m

Chi b t hey t - k a ve c t r c f 133 d gr ees t o t he i r r end e zvou s p oi r,t and
a r r i vod t h er o bc f or e t he f i r s t B- 9 s a s s embl ed a f t c r h i t t i ng t ha i r t c r g t . A
r end e zvous p i nt s ubma r i n c c s n t cd c• s t a t i on . Ye l l o a nd Gr eon f l i ht
oinsd up with the bombers an returned to base, Rcc] flight and Blue 1 and 2

raturned to base to other, but B1u 3 and arrived lato at the renci ZVOUS pcint
s o t hcy f l ew ba c k t o b s e •on t he : i ng of cn c nf t he B 29 s , Ye l l v 3 end
l and e i mmad i a t l y a f t .e r t a e - ni'f , t hc r a s on bc i ng t ha t l a nd i ng gaa r s cn bot h
lan S would not rotract.

Tho spar fli ht t k off t G730 nc' the m in force was quite far out n
c ou s e . Ag t c cnt r ol nd Cy c l ene er o t r an s mi t t i ng DU e t t ho s me t i e , t he r o-
f or e Cap t . C r l y l c ul d n ot d i f f r e nt i t e ba t ve en t he t s o r a t

.r n d t ba s e
wi t h h i s f l i ght , Lt . L ne , cf t h a s p r e f l i ght , d i d n t t ak e f f bec au s e h i s
enbine cut out n take-off.A BCCOr Gl n t t he cbs c r v :t i n c f t,hu p i l o t s f t h i s s quadr on r a nged f r om
mode r a t e t o i n t s over t he t a r ge t : r a . Th c r.c t r c.t i n , s bs s r ve-

f r m
t ho l e f t f l ank , s eme t be p r c '. c t c Y t : b mbor t r ea m a s i f i t •r r e l r

-
•

down t he s t r ea . r m t he r i g t f • n t h f i r s •ar C t c be nie ger , l ow a nd
t r a i l n g . Col r f t h e bur s t s s b f ck . n un e t r i n ed nu mber of s i n gl e
e ngi ne i r cr a f t wa s obs er v d a b o t '. bo ,e r s t r e f l y i ng appr.ox i ma t e l y t he
sarne ecurse, Pr sumably thege ei cra t were drr.pp

ing aerial ph phorou b mbs
s bur s t s e r n ot o ; hnwevcr ,

os t ca s S •e r e obs r v ed v i d e f t he f ar ma t i or_.
Rod leader nbserved .r.o

Iick going down in flamas at approximately 3 deg e s
50 m nu t e s - 13g : e e e s 50 r i nu t s . Bl u e l oad r bs r ved t wo Toj os i n g

C- O- ;- F- - D- E- N- T- I - A- L
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d o n over t ho t ar g t c r c c , =no cf h i ch t h p i l t 1 i l ed ou t ,

5 , • Sma l l f r on t 7 5 i l s n r 1 r I = J i a a t 7 , 000 f e t . Lt S i t h n o

cl oud c cr a t l l . Over t ::r ;c t ci r r s t r t us at
t u

0
n .

00 f ee t . CA .

,
b, Exc ll nt t and cver tar et. Paor n

6 . None ,

7. ,600 rds. .50 cal. e c. .
5,31 als• es.

8, On go ng into the target with ths borb rs it was difficult to etermine

t h c: b es t wa y t c t k e a n ma i n t a n p os i t i cn t h t h e t o agea e b
b er s a nd

e .
f
. ec t i v n es s of t he f i gh t er mi s s i on . I t `i a f e l t t hc t s p e

1 'rst er cr ea t cd di f f i cu l t y even t hough f i ght er s d
f ar h ad

e
of t h bombor s .

speec: of t he f i ght er s . The f i ght er s ent out t oo
lith more issions it is believed this will be c rrected. Hcwever, s m acticn

s cul be r eccr ended t o ecr r ect t hi s pr obl er •

Statern nts

, cv s r t h e c i t y To y a on =pr i 1 7 ,
Aaclp J. Bregar Capt. AC 0-794 93, I turned

1g 5 at s.pprcx
imately 1100 a Nick approacbed from about 1 o'clock.

into hi anc': fi ec a burst of about 300 rn ds intn him. I noticed no tracers

going into him, but y ing man, Lt. Erick on, observec y tracers going in

f r n t of t ho Ti ck . A , rh i ch s e ce t b f i r i n ; f r o t he r e r o ha c ockp i t

a s f i r i n g a l l t he h i l e I : a s ki r my t t n ck . I n r t i c ec t he r i ght en i ne of

the Nick burst intc fla cs thcn I pullo of an r oined my flight le der. Lt.

Ericksen saw the pilot of t e ick bcil aut•

illiam E. err .
tt lst Lt• i. 0-677 97, followed Capt. Barker as he fir

a t a To c bu t d i d no t f r e . ' h n I c l e r e r y t ui l I s aw y i g a n f ol l o i n g

the Jap •h as s nking badly. I turre back to cover Lt. Gotwals, but he b o -

of f t h t t ack • s re s t a r t ed t o r e i o i n t h f l i g it , I s C a To o t n t h e l e f t

of u s , s n a t t cke h i . I f i r cd f r om s b out 30 d
h e

r
o

s
o s s

e
f l a e

t
u

t
I
d

c
i dt e n

c l os i ng t o ab ou t 100 y r c' s . ' en I b ok c f f , t

not s o it e pl d or tho pil t br3i1 r.ut. Lt. h1
till

d
ov r the

n
t r et I

start d for th : r nd:zvous print• On t e way

' f i r ed s t Tcny , nd f a l l o red f r a s h or t t i me • I l e f t i t s m ki n b t di d ' t

s e e t h p l ane cr a s h or t h p i l ot b
.

l cu t , I c bg
ek

h
t

s
I wo

a
on

r
t

b
i n f

n
one

e ar r i ved l a t a t t h= r ende zv nu s p oi nt , o f l e

_
of t h b omb er s .

ac ob c7. Gnt wa l s J r , l s t Lt . 1C 0- 7 1 100 f t e Capt . r ke r br k e of f

follo ed the To o d n anc fired ab ut 500 rounds cl sing =11 the ti e nd he

s t r t ed t o sp i n a nd s s r o . i n bac l y i t h f 1 e c 3ng ou a s
T

nr e
s t

t
e d

r e o i n . T en I f ol l or=ed Lt , ' .̂.r r i t t :c c h ot G n a To .
t o r e j oi n t h f l i ht . Lt . er r i t t s i n r nt cnd s h ot a Tony .

<-
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8 :pr i 1 1 94 5

_.
I 01 PO

7 2D F I GHT r,T=.. 0' .
I I C ? - ' '- -

1 . a . 1 - - : . .b . idon : .
2 . a . i n e .b . ;c n .
3 . i v b umb s t r c f e Ch i ch i i m - VI C O ' 53 .
4 . RED- C p t . Ca r l l e , Lt s . : ? r ' , Den a n & l i s h .

LLO - Lt s . ;̀ a r r n , , r t on . oh s t vn e .
DLL - Lt s . Di c k n s , ; a l l a c e , El l i s on Cz a c h .
GR I - v t s . o l r , S t u r t , Br un c r / C I n l l s .

e-off ; 0 35 T nded : 0825

Si t n - 51 s i r or n e 0 63 5 t h n c t o pr i a r y t : r ge t , Ci i ch i
i ma . 0 + r ou t t s e a i r c r a f t c on t a c t :d mb 1 n r e t c l d t h a t

t . i r s c n d a r y t r t a t a . J i a . a s t n mi r u t s h e a c; of t .
u ..r n g h l f of t h e t r i , t li .l t i t u ra s ? , 0G f o t f t or h i h t e y
l i b e t o 1 0 , G00 f t . Du r i n g t h s c on c: c or t c t -.ri t Du b o 1 t h y

rc r i n s t r u c t oc t o i l y 8 d r s f • l i r u t e s .rh i ch you l d pu t t
u s t on t ie s ou t h n of Ch i c i J i u . Th e p l a n of .t t a c i f or

t :i i s mi s s i on h a d b e e t o s ;n d t ro f l i : t s u p on t h e c.s t s i e a n d
; ro f l i bh t s on t h s t s i d of C: i c ii i ma i n cr d r t o c oor d n t e
'r o 2 d e c t i on s . Th e r r t h Lr s n f a t a n d C r t : t a r g t .r e

s o re d c c pl c t e ov a r c a s t ri t h b s c t S , G O f t n d t o p t 8 , 500 .
Up c r c ii n t h t a r e t t 07 G a t 1G, U00 f e e t i t s f o' n d t o

t e c cmpl t l y c :. r d ri t c l ou d s pr e v en t i n b v i s u a l d i v a b a : b i n
s o r e d l e a d r c on c t t u b o : c r e qu s t d a v a c t or t o t a r g t

r a s o t t b omb s c .
l b r p a t l r u gh t e ov r c a s t . u b c

u s o h i s r ..c r v v c t r- o c r S n d n o t i f i t
' l i h t s w n .: r t . S n c f C. i c '. i . B b s j =r dr o p - 0 s e c n :.s

l a t r a t 1 2 f r l O, OGG f t . F l i l:t r f y i r. . t i h t 'o
f r . a t i n .n u b c:, 6 s r r c r p e c: i n r i r .
5 . . 1 G/ '1G c uv r - t s , SGG _̀' t - :s s S , OO f e t .

b . F {c l l 'c l l -
C I1 t C c C! Br o h r t :n c :me h om cn DU.

6 . n u m ,
7 . .

6x 500 1b GP b o b s - 1 , 9 2C a l s :; s .
8 . dvr . . . .
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7 Ì ScG DF.ON, a . . ' -- : . a ; s -- .` ' 12 i l 5 - . .
- I SI Oid POR '

D Fi GHT R S^L r Q?i :I S I ; ;= 4 -
1, a, 16 P-51D- us.b . 8 t o 1G T/

. d /
..i r c r t. .

, a . 1 P-51D- 0 .b , ilon .
3 . Es c or t B- 9 s VI I I C r̂ 0 „= 4 G. .

. RED - i c j . Bo o t h , Lt s . B l r B i t t i o .LLO' - l o j , I mi g , Lt s . La n e , ' a l m r St u a r t .' U - Ca t . C l y l e , Lt s . l i s h , D n: an & r c:dbu y .G E 1 - Lt s . 'l r en , l i ng , rdor t on J o s t on .SP RE - Lt . Di c k e n s , Cz a c , E1l i s on ' r l l a c c .
T . e - f : 0 04 Ov r T : r g t : 114 5
Le f t T r g t ; 1 G La n d d ; 1 5 G

T e t P- 5 1s o f t : 7 n d F n t r S u . : r on .i r b •r n o a t GuG t h o ct o r c n a zv ou s p oi n t a t : i t a : t OC G , G f t . Tr r:c o n c ou r st o r n c v ou s r i t o o i n 'c r c , .̂c: n t r r n d zv u s p o i t t
113 0 t 1 1 , 5UG f t . o , f l i h t • .s i h c v r b u r t h b o b rs r e . ou t 17 , 5 u f o o t . Ro 1 - ..c • u on .r r i v i n _.t t r en d z -v u s u i n t c ou u n o t c; r :.: n t i c 1 . c b :_

b r s s o h e t a c d on t ot i g r ou o b o b r s Ln t h u s s b l d ._ i :r s . r e r i n t c o t ot h t r t . R i 'i i g ' t c on t i n u d o : c our t o t l. t r g t .r o a t1 7 , 5v u f o t i t h t o b r s a t n 1 , GGG r l u , GGG f c t r c c h -
.i. t r t l r o: i _.t y 1- 5 . ; r t i y c f or r a c g h ct a r g t c r a R d l ud r o bs : r ' a t : : v ; or s t r :%s r oc c . ii n g t l:ob o b r s f r o t h n or t a . t , G ' t . r s : .b l y t h s r r n c :f i gh t r s , bu t r a s s . s os t i: b o b r c r : :t c r r c c 'os r v d .R d s r o Sj n y i r c r c f t n or t f t t c r g t :.r a rc l l c u t
o ' r g ; h o : v r , h d i d . . t i s r v t : s i i h t r t t c cl i n g t h

o b r s . R d r:c 4 r n i : d : 1 t r: i : i l i a u n t l c o s t o t h
t r g t r , t c a s r a t d f r o:: n d 1

_.n d ` •rh l s c i s s or i r. gd t o h _.na s . ok ov r t l t .r t . T l r_t t r d t o c n t a c tR d 1 c d r b t Ta s r : s u c c s s f . s o t l e y n t t o t . u i y a a . t17 , GG0 f t s t i l t r y r • t c c t o c t R a l a d e r . ' h i s .t t e t s
l s o ur s u c c s s f u l s o t Ll r.: :: t c o a h : _

d i n o f 1 0 c: br c s t o
h c r a l l y l:o i n t . f t r .v i n g : t . u y a t : c n c t i c ;d a 'o j o

c l o s i n i n f r o t r r v : r y f .s t . '1 o r c c r o p r o t c t t .: a l s
t h l n cn t s t :r t 0 d gr . r r , Lit 4 , n d Lt . J . s .B a t t i G- 74 1G20 , i n s t o ' ;, cn i : ; t ...,r d i s o l mcn t l e a d r
t n od i n t h o o , ,os t c c:i r • c t i or . r' : ` j o u pon s i n ; t h c l e m n t
t u n t o a r d h i d i d s l i t _. :c' •, Lt . Br un e r , s - Lt . Ec a t t i
pu l l o m :f t r t 1 To j c c l o s i n ; _ t . 'r e n e ,y a i r c r f t r:: :. a
qu i e , t u r n t o t h e r i gh t a n c lil :n 0 .i c' Lt . Be a t t i a t t ra t t uf o l l o • h i . 'h i 1 n t s t u r. t . B a t t i s i r cr :f t s e m :. t o

i s i n t gr a t c' t : o i l o t r .:s n o t o bs r v e c' b y Lt . u n e r t e b a i l
ou t . R c r c i ? t i . ne c i c r e f c r c u t n i n u t ::

C- O- I - - I - - - I - - I - _- L
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h © o c r c i i t h c o c._a . ..t bou t 2 , 0 00 c t , F o •i d na t pr os s h mc :n t ck on t j c .s h c s i c r l t un
s a f s o h r t ur n c _ t c t h r . . c.y ; n t _: r t u n . t o b s ,l u f i i : .t .: : l o c•i i n t o t . .r u t .r u f r c t r n u z -
v ou s p u i n t f l on t h . f t s : t :':u b o::: r f c r a t i on . t ppr c -
x i ma t l y 17 , GOv f _t . T': u i a • .i .': t o t u t i l t c
b omb ur s :e t h r t ' r n : r t • t t t n f t on c r s ,b l u l c r o b s or v • c:: n Tj n • ::, - i r r .

f t . t b u t 2 0 GU0 f t
f l y i n g p l l l t u t o b r f or t i n ' rh i l i ii ; i n t t '
t cr t a r . Th s . :i r c r "t ra s . t : s r t o m•..:_c p s s
on t a bo bur s , l o d r r por t s : on y i r cr a t g oi : u ,s mu ; n d s .i i on c ur s j u s t b f or r .:c h i n ; t t r t .Th u ul n p l l •u : u t t p r o , i -t 1y l GO f o t , f i . r f r b u t

nu t t 1 u bu s t n t .
l a s • c c un t i : c .,,m . r d . u n d

:r o c o r . i t t t b cmb r s un t i u j i o : s r c : h n
t uu . r . .i n r.c r u t n . c. t c: t r x• y p i n t t 1 0 .T i bl u 1 . nd f t t : r l y o i n t :. t 1 GG t r t n t o 'o s :
. t ppr c x i :::_.t l y GG i l s f r c b .s c n P - 1 s n t u l l ou t
of f ur c t i n , . ' _.s t c: t t s : t i a l os i n __ t t ud . I t
w c s s u c t _ c __ : c i n ; f or Vi ; i l .r t . 5q a i r n c t f i c t i un of
t h i s P - 1 s n u t d f i , t t i t i s b . i v t h a t t h . i r c r f

, ,Y: S I r t l t 1 t ur r n , L' c 1 . •- . t v CG l
s p _.r t u r u b c:l 1 _.c: r ov r t t _r t r n t t 'u j i y a d
ur t c t oou t 1 7 v •. t . ov r = j i y a n o j c•, p a n t d
s i l v r , r s ob s ur v s i h t y s out h oi u i y c i l y i n a .c our s o f

6G d u r s a t G, GG i t , T i n t : r_ : :.t t l. t t u t t c k
t r i s un ,_y l n b c ::u s i t c a t i u c . c l i b i n t h i l t i t uc: .l u n 4 t c • d on t o y l l o r f i . t o v Hu j i y a :: c n r t u n a d
t t r u r y l c t .Gr n f i h t u pon c r r v i n a t t r n c. v ou s p o i n t on
t r i t u j i n u j v i t i t o . h r f i h t s c f t s c u .c r on n f i l -i n t : a l c on t :c t t c c on t t : r i h t u t b o b r s t .t a n l t i t u _ o i l p r ox i t o l y 1 7 , GGG : t . t u a z t i:i s
f l i 5 t c r s s ov :r t h u b ac r s t r : c 1• r l on n t l l f t
s i d . J u s t n or t h f Hi r a t s : c s t o i L:j i y a m:: . R11c o s
ob s r v d a i n a a s s a t t b b r s t r :. bc , Th i s : i r c r .f t
h

. c . : ; u•: f c ri t r h t s i of t . b o b s .n c: a f l i t o f
- 51 s r r f o l o: i n h i c u s b : i n c: . Gr n f i i h b s r v c d t ro

ph os ph • r c u s b b s r i c h r r o p p 3c b y t s n y :i r cr .f t t
bu r s t s of rh i c h -r• r • i n .c c ur t . ; s t i : Ii c c c. ac d o m f O i t sd i v r f i t m : t t o t t o c l o s c n d r c n • 1 f •i r c'_ al o g bu r s t , T - r u T; s t r m n d n i t s • r o b r v , h -v r a s t : n i c : c . c ::m i t r c l 1 • n i t s b •c . : n ra s c b s r v d
t o 'os on f 'i r ::t vr: i c h o t i t .r n t .u t

_ s i t , , h 1r c r .f t
c uu d bc Cr Cl t c t u 1 t i ' t :l c b . . S ' t i ' - .S f Ol u l n Gt 'r r i h t s i u of t h b o r s t r • . .• f r r : .c i n To y o t :i1 l h t c d . 1 t

,
t u n r t c 0 t u b r s r t n i n f r ut h c t a r c t . Fr t h r t h f r o c c n :: c c_ur s c c f c;g r o , i t e l y50 r s :.s _ ' - . t o f :, ..r .s u , i - :r . , n ur t : s y . f • +,n u. y r c r a f t r u o cs ur v „ y :. t t :p t t o t u r n i n t t h u

c u s c t o t t u r n uf f . i 'r t s i r_t r n f i h t t .c . c on t oCy i vn or n d r t r n t o b
.s o , : .v n t Cy i n .•. > r .tt l c y ;- n t . •

C- O- IJ- I' - - - ? - - I - - L
)
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2D 1G ER SQU1D I I S I O T r;+ 4- ( ccr t ) ,

:; ;,_ _
e l l o f l i h t h v i n g a r r i v e t t h e r e n d e zv ou s p o t r b i t e d

d t b i n g b .o t f i n t h of t h e b ombe r s t r e a m t a c k e d
on t o t ro b o b r s a ua dr or_s s ome r r e n e r t h c n t e r . Th i s f l i gh t
f l e un t h r i gh t . i r l of t h e b o be r s t r ra a d a b ov 1 7 , GG0
f e t . Tr1 c ou r s rra s f u l l o r t o t e t a r g c t a r d i n h ch
t i m t h a y h a c' t v s c i s s or l l t h r y i n or d r t o s t a y wi t h t h e
b omb e r s . t t h a t a r g t t h e b u b r s f l n or t h : os t a n d y e l l o1rr l e d
br ou gi t t h e f l i h t i n t t h l e f t c n d h d e d f or Fu y a ma . Si n c e
n o a c t i v i t y ra s ob s r v e d ov e r ±h t a r e t n o t l mc wa s t e n t c
or b i t , om f y ama r er f gh t pr o c e e d e d t o r a y p o i n t a n u
:rl i l e c r o s s i n , ov e r Su u ga B y ub s a r v d on e T/ E a i r er a f t b e l o n d

t 5 , u 0 f e a t , o a t t mp t ra s ma e t u a t t c k d :e t o t h e n e c a s s i t y
of r r i v i n g a t r a l l y p oi n t t t h e d i gn t =d t i a e , t t h e r a l l y .
p n t a i :. os t l l t h e b omb r s h a 1 l e f t a n d gr n f l i g h t r e t r.e d
t c b s i t h Cy c l on Ch a r l i e ,Nvr e of t h c 1 s t r i k e r c r a f t o r t e d s o t h s pa r c ' l i t
l nd d S at 094 .AI wa s : a e r t o od c r a t , s c t t er e d , n c b u r s t i g a b ov e t h e
b ombe r a n d b l o vu f i t h t e r s h o re r e t op c v c r . Lt . Be a t t i a s .
a i r c r a f t ; r s n o t c bs : r v ud t o b e h i t by , i f i r .R s c s u _r n e ,ra s n o t e a c n s t t i cn t r a l l y -o . t ,

5 , a . 1 0 / 1 0 c ov r a g e 3 / of t h e c? s t a e t o t l. r n c?e zv c.u s p oi n t :
9 / 1 0 c vv r a g f r om t e r e t o t h e r r: c z v u s p i n t i t h h e t o p s f
t h e c l ou d s a t 10 , 00G f e t . Ore r t h e t r ge t r_c: c l ou : , a z c u ?: t o
1 2 , OG0 f e t , v i s i b i l i t y 5 c 6 i l e : .b . 1un G.
6 . G c..
7 . 1 , 4 5 r d s . . 5G c a , c mc . 5 , 66 G ga l s c s

6 . .t t h e t .r ge t r u l e u e r h d t r uu b l d t r n i n i g t h e l e a d
b omb e r . I t i s r c or n d e d t h a t l ua o be r s u s s m f l a r e s , o r

ome s i i l a r me t h od , i t h rh i c h t o i a en t i f y t h e s e l v e s . . I t i s t h
a p i n i on f t h e s e p i l o t s t h a t t h e b o b r f or i un s h u l d b
t i gh t en e d u p . On t h i s mi s s i on , du e t t h c . en g t h o f t h e f or a t i ur. ,
p r c t c t i n c ou l d n ot b e c c e c;ua t e l y g i e 21 t o t n t i r e s t r e a m. t
a ppr ox i ma t e l y 4 50 r i l s r om b a s e C c l or_e .,

B c n d C r:t o f f t h e
i r on Na n a d c u l c n o t b e c or t c c t e d f t h r .R c o gn t cn i n s e c a s s a s x t r: i y c i f f c u l t . I t i s

r c o e nc? C1 t h a t a 11 P- 51 s b p a i n t od c c or i n t t h u s qu r n
d a s i g t i on a s or,e s i l v ur P- 5 •rra s r_ r y s r. t a o ;n du e t u i f f i c
l t y i n r c c o gn i t cn b t e e n P - 51 a n c ' 'or.y .

a or I i g f oun d t h a t b e t t r c n t .c t c u l u b e s t a b l i sh e d
b t v e . t h e P - 5 1 s :n c t h b o b ur s f l rl n l c . t h b m o f n '
s l i h t l y a b ov t e bou b r s , Lt li r u por t e t ha t t h b : b e r s
d i d n o t pu t ou t t h i n r _.t i cn a s t o t .i s t : c e : .n c d i r c t i on
of t i b c s .s br e i f :. . . . .

C- - I?- F - I - - - ib- '- I - :- L
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72 FI G R SQII ADRON; 1A
A O 86:

16 April 1 45

l I SSI 011 PORT

72 FI G SQL. DRG: I SS 0N 4 - 4 ,

1, a. 22 P-b1 -24's
b , l one

2, a. 3 P-51D 20 s lost operationally-1 :issing) See narr ti e.b. None

3. E aort R-29 s.

. ED Y LLO L E
Cap t . Barke r ap Br gar vohe r t , e r r i t t
Lt. Roberts Lt. Pender ra s 0 Wachter Lt, Czach
Lt . Got t l e L . Di okens Lt . Wal e r Lt . Go wal s
L . Ellison Lt. Erickeon Lt. Dibble Lt. L ne

D I ESER LLO SERVE
. o s a t . us`

Lt . R aga Lt . Brandenbe r e r
Lt. Bruner
Lt , l l ace

T e ©f l of f : 10 10 O r hr ge t : 134 5
L f t r ge t : 1400 Lande d: 1 15

• Fourteen - 1ts of the 72nd Fight r Squadron airbo at 1010 the ce to
rende vou point at 10,000 feet at 1015 to 1035. Die o ition of other saheduled
pla e i as follows: vi ht did not take off due to engino cut-outs. his

l ude s Lt . ia l l ac , o se pl ane c ra e l e d on t } e end of t © ru way d burne d,
and Lt . Brandenbar r , who , i n orde t o pre v nt hi s pl ane goi ng o £ t l e nd .
of t he r n a , re t rac te d h s l ndi ng ar . t . a l l a oe ot ou t t : mi nor burn.e ,
and Lt. Brahdenberger s un n urad. Of the fourtevn planes airborne, fivo
r turn d to base early, t reo due to mochanical, one to acart Capt. Rus ell
: o s e r adi o a s out , :one b c us ® hi s i n g l d ot t n l o s t and t f or a t i on

t o o f ar ahe d t o c a ch up; and Lt . R c gan , t he wi n : an , who w s l os t i n
the o rcast. ( eport on this at nd of narr ti ).

remaining e ght pia es oined at a oroximately 1145 nd to od two fli hts,R d a d e l l ow, c o o e d of : Rs d• - Lt , 3aohe r , F 0 • ac l:t r # 2 , Lt . El l i s on 3 ,Lt . Di bb l e 4 ; Y l l ow- - Lt . i c ke ns
_,

L . Er c ks on 2 , Lt . Cot t l e 3 , Lt . Czac h
; 4 . The l i ht s c ont i e d o our s e nd ra a h d t he t ar ge t at 134 5 , remai n i ng
t l r un t i l 1400 t h ce back t o t h r al l y p nt a t 140 5 nd back t o ba sa .

C 0 F I D E fi T I L
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C- O- N- F- I - D- E- N- T- I - - L •

?2nd Fi h r Squadr on i•tfi s s i on , 4- 4 ( c ant ' )

Con t c t w s no t o s t b l i s h d wi t h t he 1 5t h Group s o t l-ey we r , re que s t e d t o i ve
h i h c ovor o t ho 8- 25 ' s t ha t wc re hi t t i n I:ano . hi l e i n t o t r t ar
n o enemy i rc r f t we rc ob s orvcd i n t r ai r or on t he r ound . Onc f i re , a pos s -
i b l e as t ruc k , ob s c r od i n t h Go ir.r s t c ornc r of Kanoya f i e l d .
en t i ro t i ov r t h t r t as s pent do i n : u tua l sup ort by f l i €ht s . Sub: ar n

' t r c l l y po i n t wus no e d on s t a t i on , a nd u bo 1 no d an s t t i on on re t urn . .
Lt . Gl o , . P.e a an w s l os t i n t he ove rca s t pr ox i : t e l y 70 mi l a f r o

b as e whi l o c l mb i n f r o 10 , 000 f e t t o 12 , 000 f e t a t 160 : ph . c cordi ng t o
e d R S r o L ad r , h nd Lt . c an r n i nt o we a t he r and nt i nt o c l oud
t about 10 , 000 f ee t . I modi s t o l y t horoa r R d Re s rv L dc r hi t turbu l enc e

: nd hi s pl ane snal p d u t o r,b ou t GO d re e s . He s t ra i ht ne d out , f l ew
i ns t rua nt s f or up rox ma t c l y a mi nut l on e r , c ar c ou t of t he ov r ca et d

s aw t ha t Lt . Ro an ;ra s not on hi s wi n , I e me di at l y c al l d Lt . Re a an on
nl l c h l s but roce i od no ro s po s e . c d R se rv l e do r orb i t a d t h r a
f or about t en mi nu s t 12 , 000 e e t t ho n re t urns d on c our so t o b ase . e no t -
i i e d b ot h r a t he r t nd t s o of t h c i rcums t neo s nd s e rch o f
t ho r wa i n i i t e d . Rod R•a se r vu 3 f ol l owa d R d Re se rv Lo de r i nt o t h©
ov re s a and r : port s c i n Lt . R an ' s _o

l an s n n ove r on i t s b a ck nd he d

s t r ai ht do ward . Short l y t h r e af t o r h c al l e d and a ke d Lt . Ro an i f h

s al r i ht und t hi nks he re ce i vc d an an sw r f r om Lt . Rv a n s t t i n a t he
as al l r i ht ; how v r , ho i s not s ure t h t i t was Lt . Roa n who answe r d h im.

a , n rou t o t ur t : 20 mi l e s f rom Iwo e nc oun te ro d s t r on f r ont wi t h t ops
at 11 , 0 00 f ee t . O re a t or 300 mi l s ou t - hi h c l ouds . I az , i t h v i s i -
bility af 3 milc ,

O c r t r ge t : Vi s b i l i t y 3 i l s - ha o up t o 1 , 000 f e at , Coul d s e a
ho round from 14,000 oct.

Return: W ther Cood: 15 ninutes from Iwo, b sa o o ercast at 50 foet.
b . E c e 11 nt , Rod L ad r roc i ve d DLT 150 i h s out at 10 00 f ©o t .

6 . lone .

7 . 3 , 71 al s . of s . No r :un i t i on .

. hono .

C- O- - F- I - D- E- i - T- I - - L
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. 19 i l 19 5

R01 : Co ndi n ; Of f i cer 72 d Fi g t er Squadr on

TO : Ca ding Gene al VII Fi hter Co and, A F, APO 86.

T R : Co ndi ng Cf f i cer , 21 s t Fi g t er Gr oup , , 8b
.

S adr on i s s i on - 5 .
2 1s t Fi ght er Gr oup .s s i o 4- 7 .
VI I Fi ght er Co d I s s i on Nu ber - 12b.

•ri s s i on Re or t

1 . a . 20 P-5 1D- 2o s
b . 20 t o 3 0 S/ E d T/ E ene e i r cr e f .

2 . a. None.
b. Eight (8) r inga; t o (2) unidentified S/E a rcraft (possible Nates).

. S t r af i n m s s i on (ATSUGI Ai r f i e l d ) - VI I c FO 55 •

, , E I LL0 BL E
Lt. Col. Booth Capt. C rlyle Capt. ussell
Lt . Pa ke r Lt . Er o Lt . Hol
Lt. Decker Lt. De an Lt. Bell
Lt. S ipek Lt. Bradbury Lt. ande b rge

GRE SPA E
. . .Capt . egar Lt r e n
L . Pender rass Lt. 1ard

.. .- ,.,-
Lt . St uar t Lt . Nor t on
Lt. L o Lt. ohnstone

a e Of f : 0? - 0711 Over Tar ge t : 111
Lef t T ge t : 115 0

•
Landed : 1 3 9 - 55

Ni ne t e n P- 1s of t he 72nd Fi ht er 5 quadr on and one f r om t he 6 th Fi t er
Squa ron ( hich Lt. Col. Booth a flying ) airborne at 07 1 thence to rendez-
v ous at 08 15 a d on cou s e t o t ge t , r e ach i ng i ni t i l poi n t , it . . j i , a
12 , 000 f ee at 1105 . The s quadr on t ur ned on cour s e t o t g e t , At s ug i 1 i r i e l d ,
riving lightly north of there at 1115 at 6

,000 fe t. D ri this period

s i x ai r cr af t abor t ed m i ng a t ot al o t h i r t e en ai r cr f t f r o t he 2nd ov er
` e '- : '`® c af t er e obs er ve d ai r bor ne s o"'t 1 "̀ ti i d - ` •'
strafe the irfield as pla ned.

Red f l i ght abs er ved t cro v i ngs f l y i ng s at ,000 f ee t s o pee l ed of f
nd m de a pass f om the stern. Red 1 ader ir a b st, ocked out the

t ai l n r who w s f i r i ng b ack , s t r t d t he l e i 't n i ne s ki n badl y d

pulled over the ircraft. ed also c e in fro th© rear d fired into
he in . He s his hits goia i o the fusel e and c opy and t this

=:*. i r e obs er v e bot h " i ' ' n v i t h r eddi s s kc i ri g r ' t '' e . •
n ce l l . Red f i r ed b t s d hi t t he l e f t nr . Bo t h Red 3 and s s
this ving crash nd burn. R d 2 was follo i about 100 y d behind Red
l e ader s o f i r ed on t he I r v i ng on t he r i ght , h i t s rer e ob er ved d t he v i ng
was se n s oking by Aed 2. Red 3 and pulled over d do and slso fircd

.
C- 0- P1- F- I -D- E- N- T- I - L

( 1 )
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C- O- N- F- -D- E N- T- I- L
. ' . . . ,

- ` 7 F GHT SQ!
.
; 0? SI ON - 5 (c on ' t )

on this sa © rving, closing all the y. L t seen this plane was obser ed by
al l t hr e © t o be h adi ng do nw r d a a ou t 1 , 000 f ee t , f l ami ng nd smo ki ng
badly. l:ese t o pla es are considered destroyed. (See personal statem©nts of
Lt . Col . oo t h , Lt . P r ker , Lt . Sl f p k nd Lt . 1ar d ) A t er t h i s engage nt
the element bcca seperated frc: rad lea3ar d his wing m n so red leader
s t r t ed f or t he r l l y po i n t but obs er ved 6- 7 t i n eng i ne a r cr a t o a f i e l
s l i ght l y nor t h nd t of t s ug i i r f i e l d c l os e t oge t h r i n e s t a ger ed f or -

t i on . Red 1 ader s t r a ed t hes e a cr t nd s hi t s g oi ng i n t o -5 of t hem.
Red 1 nd 2 cont i nued s out h nd tr a ed nu er ous t c o s t ory ba r acks on t he out er
fringo of Yokoh , to ers with perso n l n them just est o Yokosuka, n
appar ent f l k s hf p of f Yokos uka ai r bas nd r e f ue l i ng p i r s out f n t he at er .
:enc to rally po t at 1200, after roqu©sti g a d receivi DU from of

t he 2 s . t r r ed 3 nd be cam e per at ed f r om r d l e ad r t hey c l i b d t o
2 ,5 00 f ee t d or bi t e d . ey s a bogey ( po as i bl y I rv i ng ) ri t h t o P- 1s on
h i s t i l t r av e l i ng s out h . T e b ogey r s at 1 , 00 0 f ee t i t h t he P5 1s c l os i g
in rom above at a eat distance. Red didn't thirk t at the fri ndly pl es

ou l d be bl e t o c l os o f s t enou t o g t t he b ogey s o he pus he d over and f i r ed
a bur s t co ng r om t r,e l v e o 'c l ock . i s h t r e not obs er v ed . Rod di d not
f ol l o hi s ©l em nt l eader e t h t wo P- 5 1s er e cl os i n t oo f as t s o r ej oi ned

i t h r ed 3 en h© pul l ed up at , 000 f ee t . he e l ement f l e ov er t he Tokyo
d Yokoh a ar as, ch ging coursc ltitude du to hea y , intens A fire,

and out to the rally point at 1150. oined Cyclono Ba r on eours return©d
to base.

hen r d lead r gav th rder to go a ter th en ai craft blue flight,
whi ch eons i s t d of b l ue 1 ar_d 2 nd Lt . Coons of t he t h S qu dr on , at t acked
a f l i t of f our i ngs i ch a beneat h at about 2 , 000 f ee t k i ng a pas s
from eight to s x o'clock. Blue leader fir d a five second bur3t at the nu or
fou pla e, closing ll thc ay and the r ght engin© explode and th© pl ne
f l i p ov on i t s back .nd go do +n . Bl ue e ader opened f i r f r om appr oxi at ©l y
5 00 f ee t . Bl ue 2 conf i r t he abov e d. Lt . Co ons , of t he 6 t h S qu dr on ,

er i f i s t hat t hi s Ir i ng cr a shed i nt o t he gr nd . n t h i s pas bl uo 2 f i r ed
upon the number 2 eno aircr ft. This Ir ings right engin also e plod d , h
flipped ovcr d cr shed into the ground caus ng a thick bluish sm ke. Th s is
vcrified by blue lead r. Blue leader nd his in ra continuod aft r tho ,
nu b r three I ving in thc for tion o had turned to the right. Hits cre
observ©d by both pilots and the rvin ade a belly l nding north and east of
Atsugi. This plane as str ed l on the ound and it burst into la es.This pl ne is considored destroy©d i h blue 1 nd 2 sharin in the kill. Blue
1 verifios th t Lt. Coons shot dow tho nu b r on en y pl e in the formation
- - ma i ng a t o t al of f o r e na a c a t at t ack d and f o r en ®y pl ane a
de s t r oyed . (Se e p rs onal s t at c ont of Capt . u s l l , Lt . Br de r_b r g er and Lt .
Coon ) Lt . Coons bec o s ©per t e f r o t h e f l i ght t er t hi s a ct i o . Bl uo 1 n
2 af t er t h i s s t r a ed i ndus t r i l a as d b r a cks r os t of To o , ard a f l ak
s h i p i n t ho b y of f Yo uka , cont i nued do hc b y t hr ough t he eh e l t
1,000 feet and b ck to ally point.A t ©r r e ce i v i ng t h order f r ora r l l ader o at t ack i r bor no a ir cr t y e l l ow
f l i ght c ont i nu d t o f ] y on e u s p . t t he t bot ar ea at , 00 0 f eot , a d
abovo th© eloud l yer. It c e into th© open at 3 ,000 feet at point 10 les
west o T ok o. Loea d here re ei t s a l rfiolds ©ach bout one mil©

qu e . ch of t h©s e f i e l ds or 5 t r ai n i g ai r pl es er e obs er ved . Bog s
er s een e t 0 c l ock d the f or m t i on t ur n d r i t , he adi ng s out h . t he
turn was complet d an I ving appe e at 9 o' lock nd yellow 1 d 2 turned
quiekly to k p ss. Speed c se them to © ver u but the ri t en © as

C- O-N- F- I - D- E N- T- _ - A- L
2 )
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C- O. N- F- I- D- E T- I - L
, • •

• • 72 FI G TER SQ A01 A SI ON , 5 ( con ' t )

burning. Yellow 3 a d cam in d bot fired long bursts and the enemy aircra t
h i t t he ound . Thi pl nc i s a ki l l s har ed by : l l o nd . (See p r s on
s t at ement s of Lt . D ;r an an Lt . adb• ry ) . '•h i l e at t ac i ng t h i s ai r cr t ,

/ 1
as obs er ved by th i s f l i ght 't cr r e f or i , Ye l l o r 1 s pot t ed onc s i ng l o- pl ce

s i g l e - en i n , l o - i ng mor.c p ne anl h f r e d unt i l i t as af i r a d : as s e en t o
h i t the r o nd . hi s pl © des tr oy •d b y Y l l o l e der . (S e per s on l s t at e nt
of Capt . C r y l ) . P l l i ng up , a not her s i mi l i t yp ai r cr f t s s i g t ed .
Ye l l o 1 f i r ed at i t an d ov rr en . Ye l l o 2 f r ed and s t i t af i r t h f l
s hoot i n f r o cockpi t t o t ai l . Yvl l or, 1© r s t hi s a i r pl e bur n i ng badl y
and i n appr ox i at ©l y a 70 de ee di v e . i s pl ane de s t r oyed by Yo l l o 2 . (S c
per s onal s t at ©me t o f Lt . o n )

. t t h i s po i n t Ye l l o 1 , 3 and r an out of
ni t i on , 'he f l i h t t ur ned nd f l e nor t h f or t hr e e or f our mi nu t es t n

l t i t ude of , 000 f e e t . At 3 0 ' c l o c k and at 6
, 000 f e e t s i x r v i n rer e s i gh ed .

he flight turn d a d flec south d p scd thr e Tojo's fl ing at 2,000 f et
f r om es t t o eas t . t t h i s oi nt t he f l i ght c as f i r d on f r o ns , t h f i r o
be i . of a b r ag e t y po h i ch br acket e d t he f l i ght . h© bur s t s er e i naccur at .

t , 000 f e e t t h f l i ght f l e t o r d t he r al l y poi nt nd nor t h e s t of r:as aki
h e t hoy e e f ed on by ! J. ' c l l o l o dcr br ou t t he f l i ht do: t o :::t he

de c k and be f or e r e ach i n i o yo Bay , f l e r be t ee n s no e s t ac s of a i nd t r al
r a be l i ev©d t o be i n s aki . s t hc f l i gh t r e c hcd t he Fay , l ar ge s he l l

f i r e as ob ar v d t o expl ode i n t ho Bay . Yel l o 3 ob er ved a l i gh t c a r i er
i t h ai r cr af t a oar d , t t h ou th of Tok o ay . r on her e t he f l i gh t f l t o

thc r ly point nd joined thc na igational -29 s.
hen t he oup l c ader gave the or d r t o a t t ac k ai r bor ne e i r cr af t , c en

f l i ght f l e t o a po i nt nor t c t of t e t r g e t ar e a . hr e v i n s er e s i ht ed
a t 3 0 ' c l ck and a t n l t i tudc of 1 00 e t i f or mat i on . hc ene ai r cr af t

ppar ent l y di d no t s ee Gr e en f l i ght . Gr e en 1 at t cke d and f i r ed round CO
r ounds . P t s er e s en t o f l y of f on of t he eng i e s nd s oke s t r e d f r o
t he r o . en s r t he a i r cr af t expl od s i t hi t t h ou d . l ane s hot
do: n by G n l c d r . (See p r s onal s t at e nt of C pt . Br og a ) . e cn
at t aeked a s e cond pl ano o f t he en f or r t i on d r ac er s r © s e n t o go
into it bet cn the laft n ne and the fuscl e. Fire shot from the na elle
a d t hc pl m d a qui ck , s h p t ur n t o t he l f t . e n 4 vcr i f i e s t he f i r e
co ng f om Gr een 3 ' s b g i e . (S e per s on l s t at nt of Lt . St uar t ) . Gr en 4
a t t acke t he t hi r d a i r cr f t . h e r nge as ex t r er e bu t t r acor s er e s e n t o
pene t r t t h a r pl anc . Gr e cn br ok o f f i t hout f r th or obs r vat i on t o avo i d
I oo s i c cnt a ct ri t h hi s f l gh t . o h r e t he f l i h t r e j oi n©d nd f l e t o t he
s ou t hwc t cor n r of Yokoha . our P- 5 1 ' s er e s cen s tr af i ng i ndu t r i al r ea .
t his int G oen leadcr st rtod to go docn to att Ck n rvin a d sacr four

p- 1 ' s of t h i s s quadr on m ki ng pas s on i t . n t he r et urn t o t he r al l y poi nt ,
r hi l e pas s i ng o-rcr Yokoh t 7 , 000 f e t , Gr ee n f l i g ht a e f i r od on by n ,
meager t o dor at e go bur s t s h i h a f r r,a d d s a a corr ec t at l t i t ud©
but t r i l i ng . Yvkos uk a i r - bas c aas obs er v ed and no a i r c r a t er s een on t he
f i e l d . ©en f l i gh t r e t ur n d t o r l l y poi n t d o i d nav i at i onal 29 ' s .

! ov cr Toky o , Yokoha a and Yokos uka r e , i nt ©n s c d a ccur at c ©t 5 , 000
feet. A d le r ob rved bl ck paffs at 1,000 eet south of Yokoh a.

5 . a. O er t get, lo elouds at ,000 fcet, h i clouds at 16,000 feet.
ory hazy. Visibilit 3 to iles.b . cc l l cn t .

6 . -5 T/ E ai af t pos i bl y d ged .
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7 . 11 , 2 0 r ounds of . 0 c . am o . 5 , 81d g al s . o gas .

8 . En pl a es e nccunt er ed c: t hi s i s s i on er e d©f i ni t e l y not g r ©s s i v , nd
ev as i e t ac t i cs cons i s cd n r l of t ;r r i n t o c i t her t h r i ht o t he l e f t .
Pos s i b l e f l a s hi o s r ved oor ed i n t ?: Eay of f Yo kos uka . hi s hi p as app-
r ox i mat e l y 100 f e e t l on nd h d t r o r a s t s ap ox i ma t e l y 3 0 f e e t hi . No
rad r scroens : ro obscrved . Thrce uns of undetermined typ re obsorv d
f i r i ng f r t he i ns i de . o s r a l a i r c af t c r r i er obs er ved as s e t f or t h i n
nar at i ve above .

CO end that B-2 's giv© dist co d direction of ir-se rescue facilitics
on th h lf hou nd r,hen fli hts pass ov r tho r©scu points.

ST T [ I'S

LT . COL. EI1 R E . BOOT , 4- 963 63
The ssion as flocn as brief d up to the point h r© ths 72nd as to e

a 90 de ee turn a d sta t their .s
tr fing run. at this ti I noticed bet een

2 0 nd 25 en s i r cr f t ai bor ne . I c al l d t he s qua r on and t ol d t h t o
f or g e t about t he s tr af i r run a 1 go f t er t he s i r borne ai r cr f t . I s pot ed
t o Ir v i ngs es t of u s d t ook out af t t be . Th y r e f l yi ng i n c l os e
f or at i on , t h i m i on t h l c f t s i de o f t e l e adi r.g pl ne . I s t t ed
f i r i on t he r v n on t he l e f t , kno c . n out t he t ai l unner , nd kept on
f i r i n u t i l I . ov : ? i . s I pul l ed e y , t he l e f t en ne as s oki ng and
it st ted in a slight ive.I not i cs d i x or s ven t o er.g ne ai r cr t o n a s l l e r s t r i p b l or, d

head of in . I s t t ed s tr f i n t hem a t ap ox i : t e l y 1000 f ee t , but due t o
r e t ur n f i r e I br oke of f at 5 00 f e e t . I not c d hi t s i n d ar ou t h f i r s t
f our s i r cr a t . r o t hi s po i nt on , e r,en t do n t o t he de ck a d s t r f cd
s ever al barr acks .

2I LT. RR ON V. P , G- 205 82 :
I f l y i g numbcr 2 pos i t i on i n Lt . Col . Boo t h ' s f l i ht . i' e ar r i v d

at t ha po i nt c; - cr t o t t out s tr f i n r u he n o n- enbi ne f i h t s
er o s i ht vd i f or . t i on t about 2 , 000 f ee t l t i t udo . Lt . Co l . oo t h a d I

bog t h© pas s . t l t he c l e . en t cl o s beh i nd us . Lt . Col . Boo t h f i r ed e t t he
plare on the left. I fired a ood burst t bcut 10 de rec deflection at the
pl e ne on t he r i t s c t t i n i t on f i r e . I o bs ved b l a ck s '_ce s t r e i n f on
thi plane nd th one Lt. Col. ooth fired at. F en I l st snw this plsne it

as f l i n e d oki ng b dl y , goi ng do n et 1 , 00 0 e t . Red 3 nd f i r ed t
this p1an I pulled ov r it.

2 LT . JO E . S1 '. , 0 - 20 5 9 s
he i s s on as f l o n s br i e f ed up t o t he po i n t her e t he s qu r on e er e

f l y i ng r.i t h s t o t ur n on i t ' s s t r i . r . T a ; f l y i n Lt . Co l . o ot h ' s
e l m n t s Red 3 , on cour s e of bout 65 d r es h en t :o t ri n- eng i ne f i h t er
bc l i ev ed t o be r vi ng s , r.er o s po t t e c'. c t 3 e ' c l oc lc, l o bout 2 , 000 f e©t , on
cour se of about 270 de r es . _. p s ;; s s t r t c d t t hi s poi nt i t h Lt . Co l .

ot h cn h i s i ng , Lt . P ltc , co n i n d om t hv r i h t and Lt . :1 1 d ,i g n , d cor i i n bout 100 y ds e i nd t ho l i . t l eeder d at
a 10 t o 20 de r e c de f l e c t i on fr o t h l e f t . Lt . Co l . oo t h f i r ed nt t hc t r ai l i g

hi p on he l e f t of t h t o s hi p f o a t i on :n . Lt . P r ker f i e e t t he l e :der
n t hc r i t . I obs r ved Lt . Col . Eoot h ' s h i s goi ng i nt o t h t g t end hen

h pul l ed of f , th l e f t eng i ne rr s t r a i l i g s . kc d f i r , d r i ht e r i ne

C- O-N- F- I -D- E- N- T- I - ;- L
( )
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smoke d and t e pl ns s t art e d a s l ow gradua l l e t - down t o t he l e f t . Lt . Parke r a
t ar get al s o t r ai l e d smoke and f i r e vl.e n r pul l e d of ', and i r. e di at e l y my wi ng
man nd I s t rt e d t o f i re . : L? t o our ?os i t i on , bo t h pl ane s re i our l i ne of
f l i ght and I ob e rve h` t n :i s l e f t vi ng , f us e l a e , c anopy and r i ght eng ne .
I c l os e d do t o a s t 0 y rds and c or c nce d f i r i n t he re s t of t he pa s s on t e
pl ane at t he r i l:t , t ho l e ade r , and ob s e r ve d hi t s i n hi s l e f t • i ng and nos e
section and fuselage. Lt. Allard' hits on the s .ip on he left were in hi

r i ght wi n g and e ngi ne . he l e ade r s s hi p s hi t i n t he wi ngs and f us e l a ge .
hen pulled off the leader's ship s seen going do at 1,000 feet and the

one on t he l e f t dove i nt o t ha ground and e x pl ode d nd spre ad f i re f or s ome 300

yards.

2: LT. ALBERT J . ALLA D, 0- 714838 :
Cn April 19, 1945 I was lying Red 4 in Lt. Col. Booth s flight. The

i s s i vn s Lo s t raf e At sugi ai r f i e l d . Jus be ore re ac hi ng t t a r e t , bog e s
were sighted nd we were told to attack. e were heading e st at the time.
Lt. Col. ooth t c ed a li ht of tw o tw in-engine fighters heading vrest. I

f o l l o: e d e d 3 a s he s t o ma ke a pa s s on t he p l a ne t o 't he r i ght . Be i n g t o o
e l o s e t o Re d 3 , I ma de g i n g - o v r a nd t o ok t he J p pl a ne on t he l e f t . I f i r e d

a lon burst almost deac astern . 'rhen I left it , red flame as coming out of

the left er_g
ine and sm oking badly . I believe I made strikes on the lsft w g

a nd f u s e l a ge . I t he n s l i d t o t i e r i h t a nd f i r e d on t ha t e ne my p l an e . he n I
l e f t i t , t he l a ne s s o k i n g b d l nd i n a s t e e n d i v e he a d i n g f o r t he gr o u d .

he n I l e f t t he p l a ne on t l e r i gl a I d i c a h i gh wi n g - o e r a nd n o t i c e d t he p l a ne
t ha t ha d b e e n on t he l e f t c r a s h i n g i n t t i:e g r o un d s pr e a di n g f i r e f o r b ou t
300 feet. •

CAP T. H ARD L. RUSSELL, 0- 79 7720 ;
I a r r i vad at j i y ma t 10 55 i n a b ox f o rma t i on i t h t he re s t of t he s quadr on .

At l jiyama I turned to a 60 dogree vector, dropped b lly t nks nd flew for
ap rox i ma t e l y 10 mi nut e s , e s i ght d a t ur f ai r f i e l d and a f e v f l i ght s of
I r vi n gs . :e group c o , nde r c al l f or an a t t ac k on t l,e se ai rborne pl ane s and
I s v G e en f l i ght pu l l o ' f nd a t t c c f l i ght , downi ng one . t .i t a I had

c al l e d f or a re pl c o: e t f or my nu be r s 2 nd 3 man ?rho had ra t ur e d t o ba se .
Lt . Coona o t l-:e t } Squadr on j o i ne d : e maki n my f l i ght a c o po s i t i on of t re e
planes. I pulled off after Green flight and hit flight of four Irvings that

ere directly beneath Gr en flig}t. I fired a 5 second burst into the number
4 man and f l a e d h s r i ght e ngi n caus i ng hi m t o burn and f 1i ove r on hi s back .
As this pl ne w s at an altitude below 1,000 feet, I clai this as destroyed.
I next mo ed up on number 1 an in tha light, firin from 8 to 6 o'clock and

obs er vi g hi t s . I d d no t s ae t l:i s l ane c ra s h a t t l i s t i e , but Lt . C ons
c on t i j ue d af t ar l m s c or i ng hi t s . I t hi n_ t . .i s ai rpl ane wa s t ho one I s v be l l y
land later in field after being ired on b Lt. Coon . Lt. Brandonberg r,
I observ d, v s firing at tha number 2 m n in the flig .t scoring hits. I firsd

a sho t bur s t and obs e rve d no } i t s , Uut a t t h i s t i me I s aw t he r i ght en gi ne
oxpl ode and t h p l ane f l i p, e d ova r and cr a s ha d, ex pi odi n on cont ac t wi t h t he
gr ound . Lt . Br andenbe r ge r nd r s e l f ne xt a t t c ke d t e numb©r 3 man s c or i ng
hits. I obssrved thia p1 ne crash nto belly lcndin in an open field. I

strafed this airplan fter it l ndvd. Lt. randenber er saw this plane burn.

2 L . HORACE R. RA DEr RERG R, 0 - 7106 :
I was "G l f ba l l Bl ue 2 " f l y i ng Ca t . Rus sa l l ' i n , l ar r i ved at

j i yam mou t i n at 10 55 . Fr om he re re t u nad t o t he r i ght pr oc©adi n g t o t he
po i nt wh re we we re t o s r t our s t r f i g run on t he ai r i ol d . At t hi s t i e
npproxi at e l y 12 I rv i ngs a re s po t t e d be l ow u s . Capt . Rus se l l nd I and

C- - .T- F- I - D- C- 11- T I - A- L
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Lt . Co on a (v o vra s t he t hi r d nd l a s t m n i n ou r f l i ght ) r do d i i n g t r t o
t he r i ght , a ! n g a p a s s on a f l i l t pf f ou r I r ni n gs ,).o w r v ap r ox i m t o l y
2 , 000 e e t a l t i t u dc . Ca t . u s sc l l f i r od a t t o n .abe r 4 pl an a and i f i r a d t
t he numb e r 2 pl an . : f r t h i s a s s i n l i c • c s t r t e d f i r i n a t 50Q f e t
and c l a s i n g a l l t l :•:c ,y , n:u b a r 2 d u or 4 I r vi ngs b ot h h d t hc i r r i 6ht

n gi n e s f i r e nd I s av b ot h p 1a s i vv i n t o t he gr oun d a nd exp l odo . fi he
pas s o s s t r t d f r om b out J de r e dcf l a c t i on and c l o s od t o da d a s t r n .

t e r t h i s , C pt . Ru ee l l an d Lt , Cooa s f i r d on t l e I r v i g t h t had be en f l y i n g
number 1 position. Lt. Coona follow d this olano firin long burst •hil©
C p t . Ru s s e l l and I s t a r d on n b r 3 p l ans : ho d t u n od t o t he r i ght .
Cap t . R s se l l s t r t f i r i n g n d as s oon a I : s i n po i t i on I s t r t e d f i r i n g
a l on g bu r s t f r om ab out 20 d gr o dof l e e t i on . i f o l l ov d i t a whi l e a t ve r y
l ow l t i t uda f i r i n g i n t mi t t a t l y . I s aw t h i s l a e ke a bo l l y l an d i n g i n
a f i a l d and bu r s t i n t o f l . a . C t . Ru s s a l l s t r a f a d i t we pa s se d ova r i t .
Ccpt . Ru s s e l l nd I t h n n t a f t e r t ho p l ano Lt . Coon s a s a f t c r an d I s w
tnis pl ne tr to m k a b lly landin in grass fi ld. hen it hit, it

r ol l e d o e r n d I s aw t he l e f t i n g b r a of f . .f t e r t hi s , t h t l-:r ee o u s
or o s s e d o c r To y o h r e I ob s e r vad Lt . Coons l a av i n g t h f l i gh t . Ca t . Ru s e l l
a d I we n t d o n ky o Bay be t vre n t vo a d f our t h ou s d f e t v a r y i n g out
a l t i t u de and ob c r v i n g v r y c l o s f l k b u r s s . a s t r a f d a l l b oa t i t he
$ay Yil t h no ob se r d d ma e t t ha - 29 ' s a t b ou t 115 .

2 D LT. J OS I 11 D. COO S, 0- 80 922? - 4 6t h Fi gh t c r Squ dr on :
I a r i 'y t ha c r a s h o t l:o Tr v i n g h ch Ca pt . Ru s s e l l c l a i ms t o avo d s t r oye d

on t he mi s s i on of 19 ^ r i l 1 4 5 a s s o t f or t h i n h i s a r s on a l s t t nt .

1S T L i . TI0 S :̀ . D2 L N, 0- 0 6332 :

On t l e 19t h of Apr i l ou r s qu dr n n
_

a r t i c i p a t d i n t s t r a f i n 6 i s s i on on ' t su gi
Ai r f i a l d no a r Toky o . o f or e vr c ou l d f i n i s h ou r r u , b o gi e s a r v s i gh t d . a
• r e hs ad i n g s ou t h 3s t a t t h t i me , an d our o i t i on w s n or t ho a s t of t ho i e l d
a; nr ox i t o l y t o l v : i l a s , t b ou t 1, 000 f o t . en t ha b o i e s we r c l l a d
I s aw o n ny t r i n i n g p l an s and a t i n c ng i ne t r n s por t on y r i gh t f l y i n g
l ow, nd an I r v i n g on my l e f t a t t he s m l e va l , l: y f l i t l e s de r un d h s w n g-
m n broke off for a ua s at the Irving while my win n and I stayed at our
a l t i t u dc t o a f f or d t on cova r . C o t . Ca r l , l e , y f l i ht l a a do r , s hot evv r a l
bur s t s a t t h I r vi n g 13 a i n g t l a r i gh t en gi n s:noki n g i n t . i t t c:nt l y . W n y
f l i ght l e dc r an d h i s i n n h ad c amol t d t hc i r na s s , Lt . Br adbu r y , my w ng-
,an nd I c l os e d i n on t h r v i n f r a s t r n and s l ot l l our mmu i t i on i n t o

h i m. f t r ex an di n g y a nun i t i on f ol l ow d 'ni do n un t i l ha c r he d i n t o a
f i l d . Lt . r adb ur y , who s t ay d .t h ma , a l s a a t ha d t l I r v i n g c r s h . I
c o i t h t t h i s i r c r a f t w s d t r o d by Lt . r a dbur y an y s l f .

2' TD LT. J ' FS . BR DE RY, 0- 7100 38:
On Ap r i l I S, 194 5 a h i l on a s -t r a f i n : i s s i on o f su gi i r f i l d , I wa s f l y n g

numb r 4 on L . Den. an ' s wi n g i r. C ot . Ga r l y l ' s f l i gl t . s v f l aw e a s t
ao :r oac hi n t ha : o s i t i on f or t h4 t a r g t f or o r s t r r+ i r. r un , b ogi e s wor a ca l l e d

u t a t 3 o ' c l ock . t t c t t i : . e v. r ap pr ox u t l y 10 i l •a s n or t ha a s t of t
f i a l d . 1 ni n g s ou t h , ou r f l i t l t t han s ?ot t d a n I r vi n t 9 0 ' c l ock l l ,
• hi ch i c d i a l y cn t f r . C t . C r l yl d hi s wi n n e t a r ' d a p s
f r om • r ox i t l y 1 , 00 f t :vl i l c t h u l c : n t c ov r e d h i s p a s s . O a r r unn i g
t ha a i r c r a f t b ac au so of ex ce s s s ae d , C t . C r l y l b r ok : a y , l c av n g t ha r i ght
en gi ne smok i g. t t hi s t i r , t o l a me n t t a r t d i t ' s p SS. T c I r i n g , t oug
ou t t h r s t a f t h c s o a s s s : do c v s i va t u r n s t o t h de ck , du r i n g wl i c h t i ao
Lt . De n a an m • • l f' b o t h m.: do t hr e or f our pa s s s e a oh . I madc ap? r o i : a l y

c - o- N- F- I - D- - }r- T- I - - L
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thr©e passes, firing modarat burst fr m a deflection of O to 30 degre a. As
I br oke away f r om my t hi rd p SS, I s cw Lt . en. an al s o bre aki ng of f a pa s s nd
t h I r v i ng cr a s hi ng i n a pl o vv d f i a l d , d i g pnrox im t l y nor t h- w s t . Lt .
Denman and my s l f c ch c l ai m a l f of t h d „ r oy d a i rc r f t . . s I j o ad t ho
f l h t a Pe • sc c ond 1 r , C t , Car l y l c °r s : ki ng a p s s on n or ona y
ai r c r af t . s hc br okv away , i s a v t h i rc r f t s t ::r t burni n g and di o f or t ho
gr und f r o: bou t 7 "c t , I l o d i n t l bac ky rd of n hous e f c i ng a
p d r oad .

CAP T. JA :ES II . C_ RL' , 0- 730 575:
e r t 3 , 000 f e t bou t 10 l e s s t of Toky o on vec t or of 60 de gre e s

wh n bo gi e s ro c l l 3 i n t 3 o ' c l ock . t urnod r i ght drop i n g i n t r ti l
be hi nd Lt . Col . Boo t h s t l i h t . t t hi s t i e s aw an I rv ng a t 9 0 ' c l ock nd

urne d i n t o h . . Upon s ea i n us t ha e ns my ai rc ra f t di v d t o t ho ground . l y
+i ng m n , Lt . Ero , and I cha se d hi m nd i f i rod , f l mi ng hi s r i gh t on na . 4o
ove r ran and my l cm n t l e ade r , Lt . Denm: nd hi s n g m n, Lt . Brcdbury , dovo

n nd f i re d , knoc ki ng t hs pl ne down . I t hi t t he round nd ex pl ode d . I c on-
'i r n t s s a k i l l f or Lt . De n. A and Lt . r adbury .

I t h r: obsar d a s i ngl - s e t l o wi ng l na i t h f i d l ndi ge ar di r c t l y
i n f r ont of in . I c l os d f i r i n g and s aw i t smo e a s I o e r ran i t . f t r t urn g
I s aw t he pl cne spi i n down af l a o . I hi t t he ground nd ex l ode d. y wi ng-
c n obs r vad t h hi t s and s aw t he l n c r s h and ex pl od©. I c l a i m hi s as a

l l . e t hen s i ght e d ano t ho r p l anc o f t he s a a y a t 2 0 ' c l oc k f ai r l y c l os e .
I f i rvd a s hor t bur s t nd ny 5 s t oppe d . As I pa s se d t he p1 1na I s w y wi g-
:n n ' s t rac©r s s t r i t h u sa l and t he l ana bur s t i n t o l e s t t h cockpi t .

n I l ooke d ac k : s aw t hc pl an i n ahpr ox i a l y a 70 d ra di ve at 1 , 000
f e , i t h t h ont i re f us e l a on f i re . I c onf i a t hi s a s a ki l l f or Lt . Bro .

21TD LT. H0 AR C. BRO , 0- 8 2981 5:
On pr i l 19 , 194 5 whi l v f l y i ng ri n m n f or Ca . t . Car l y l e we s t of Yokohama wv

m de an ttac on a singla placc, fixad landing g ar, low-w ng rnonoplano - either
n ob s ol e s cant or n t rai ni ng pl n . I ob s rvad C pt . Car l y l e ge t t i n g hi t s on

t hi s pl ana and hen I pas s e d ov r i t I obs rve d t he pi l o t l u pe d o r l• s t i ck ,
appare nt l y der d . I t h n s aw t ha pl ane ca tc h f i rc , s i n , c r as h i n t o t he r ound
and exp l odo . I c onf i rm t hi s nl na s da s tr oy d by Ca t . Car l v l a . Shor t l y t l e re -

f r w s i ghte d ano t h r
_

1 n of t i:o s a:nc t y c t 2 o ' c l oc k . Capt . C r l yl
j oi ne d m and i r©d on i t ovc r runn i ng i t . T: pl no t l r. w s di roc t l y i n f ront
o f . H e x e c u t d s na p r o l l nd a s h• c me ou t o f t hc r o l l I o p ne d f i r o t

r y s h o r t r n . As I o vc r r n t h p l na , Ca t . a r l y l e s a i d ha ob s r v d t he p l ane
bur s t i n t o f l a rr s c n d o d o r_

i n ? 0 d g r a c d i v a t 1 , 0 0 0 f c c t . I c l a i m t h i s
ne my a i r c r t a s do s t r o c d .

? T. DOL?l J . P E R, 0- ?94193 :
At 1I 10 we s t of Yoko vhi l e on s t r f i ng i s s i an on At su gi , s ot t e d

t hr I r i ngs a t abou 1 , 50 0 f oc t . ? opc yc 1 cal l c d t o f or g t t he a i r i e l d nd
t t h a i rborn i r c raf t . I urn d of f i t h rny f l i gh t s nd s t a r te d af r one

of t ho I rvi n gs . I be n i r i ng whe n I vas a +out 1200 t o 1500 f e t of f t he I rv i ng
+nd c l ose d t o c bou t ?00 f vv t , f i r i r.g about 5+C0 rounds . I not i c ©d my t race r s goi ng
i n t o t l-e r i ght en gi ne of t l a l r i ng nd al o no t i cad pi e c s f l y i ng f rom t he n gi ne .

on t h e ngi na s t ar t d s nok i ng. Thi s •r;c s s o by Lt . ende r gr as s , y wi n an ,
I t he n pu l l ad up and t urno d o r t o c omo d af t e r no t he r I rv i ng and I s w
t raco r s an at l as t t wo of t h 72nd pl e s a f t r t h ai rcrc f t , s o I pul l e d of f .
7:iy numbe r 4 m n s r t hc ai re r f t t ha t I a t t ckc d c ra sh i nt o t h gr ou d.

C-O-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L)

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

. :
,

C- O- N- F- I - D- - N- T- I - A- L

.
72D FI C R SQU RON I SSI O - ( c on t ' )

Z LT. D V. SI 'ART, 0 - 821500 :
At 1 110 on 19 pr i l 19 bogi s re s i .:h d at 3 o ' c l ock t 15 0 f oe t us t

we s t of Yokoh . o i o s : ro c s l l e d out cnd C•r oup l a adar orde r©d a t t c on

b o o s . G e n f l i h t l e dcr t urn d t o ck r f ht bogi a , I i re d o t h

o en r one . I c l o se d r pi dl y f r om t h s rn unobs r ve d . I f i r s d f r om about

1, o0o f ea t dow t o 40 f t b ou t 3 s c ond bur s t . I obso r e d t rac e r s go i ng

i be t on l e t n ce l l nd f u s l a . T l c f t n i ne b g n t o smok© i ne di at l y .

n sh et of am ehot out from t . nacella. s I w s pullin up, he

hi pped s h rol y t o t h l e f t i f ou t of cont r ol . . y ng m n, Lt . L ne ,
rifios th t the ir l n s oking nd burnin badly. I pulled up o look

fo other bogioa and join d my fli ht.

C- O- I - - I- D- - N- T- I - A- L
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1 , c . 11 P- 51D- 2Cs .b . 1 on e .
2 . .. Idon e .b . ?•on .

. D i v b omb .: s t r r f - 1I I FC 0
.
r 5C.

•' - T ; Rob r s B •1 1 ; --l i FP4 . R D- C . Bar l , _• . , .
LLO:•!- C=p . r r i t , Lt s . Ro i n s on , l l i s on liol m.

DLLi - Lr s . oLcl s , St e n s , Br - r - C. E . J on us .
Tal - of f' : 1 GG L d d ; 14 5

El e n P- 51 s of t h 72 d ^i gh t e r Sq 1a c r on c i r b or n c a t 1 30 G t h en c e
n c ou s e r e ac h n g h ah a J i ma .t

1 4 . Th ay f l w u p t 'r.e E c oa s t of
: ha t h e n c on c o s t o C: i ci i J i c r ac h n g t r r a t 1 4 U. Dur i ng

t . i s t i r h f l gh t s a t an ccl t i t u d uf 12 , GOG f e ut . Ch i ch i w: s
c l o s i n s t rie f i h t r t r n a t o Y J i : h i ch va s c s o c l o s e d
i , bu t v i t h : o c s s o: Ca h ol e i n t ie c l oud s . TYa f l i h t l e t do
t o 11 , OOG f t h i l r t ur ra f r o Ch i cn i t ia h .

Re u l ad •r f c n d a o l e ov r r i c 6 5 •n d a e . di v b omb g
r un f r o r t c SE f r c 1 1 , OGG i t nc: pu l l e c c ut t 7 , UOG f e t . Tr e
r oi b h i t s c n n ot p p i t du t o t 1 G/ 10 c ov e r a g . D i n g
t l b omb i n r e d f l i h t f i v a l c c s f s :i p f or mat i on nd u on
c or pl t i on of t h r un t h y r t i r d t o t h , f i c dov t i: E c oa s t ,
an r e f or d SE of t h e i s l .d . Pe d l ad r u s d DU f r c 1 5 i l s c f f
; t o Ki t a Ro c k . : i l er r u t e t o t ar t r d f l i it obs e r v ud a
r r i e n d l y DL 7 5 i l e s o f I o or c c u r s , o c f l i g h t l n d ad a t 1 4 4 5 .

'e l l o v l e c r f u l l o d r : f l i h t t i l t r r e t n t H c J i n a .
' jh e n r e d l c a d e r s t a r t d h i s b u b i n r . , l l o v l c _c

'
. r o r b i t c d t c t h

l f t n f u .n . x o p : i n uv e r v .:: _
i n t .

Y 1 ovr 1 d n c c l t d o -m
t o J , GG f o t c n :nc e c b c:mb i r un r om t h t l t i t u ct u l l i n g o u t

t 5 ,
OGO f t . Th i s b u b i n r . : s m: c f r tiE t o S' :' u c t e b c b s

r t h o u h t t o : .v
'r. i t i 4 - , G - C n c 1 - X • U on c o m t i n g

t h m i n r u y l l ) i l i t r b i t c'.
t o t l l f t ,

f l e • c : i E

c o s t , n u r f r me S o f
.h

i s l
.n .

l l c .r 1
. . r i c k u u DU h e n

r : c l : r c a l l f c r i t r u s ucl i t u t i l i t . .s s i r d
. Gn t h e

r t u r n t r i •l l f l i b s e r v e c D a n t P ' S0 i l s f r c• I o

o n c o u r s . :n ' n • r 'i t t t h i r a l t LU c f 1 , 5 0 0 f e t .
v . .O J f 1 i 1 • 1Ci C : t 1 .

rn t k i f b e l ar s t r u c k . . r l e i h r vay c au s i n h i s
pl an t . s r • v i o l n t l y t o t h l 't f ur c pr o i t ul y 1G0 y ar d s .

u t o t h i s f a c t h e u i d . o t t 1 of f •;ri t :• i f l i h t du e t o pr obabl e
d . a o h i s l ar.d i n g ar . l c u s r.:ov u a s b l u e l e ad r mak n
t hr e e p l n s i t h i s f l i t . Ll u i t s t y v i t h r ed nd y e l l oc
f l i h t s t i l or d e r d by r e d 1 r : l t h e i r omb r t hr ou h

C- 0 - F- I - D- E- - - I - - L
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1 . a . 0 P- S D- r s .b . 7 t o 1G S/ r / C. ( 3 s c a r s 1 o j o p os i t i v l y i c e n t f i d )

2 . a , i?on .b . IJon c ,

. i gr cov er f or f i gh t e r s t r i k e - JI I FC FO ,:' r .

. R - . a j . I i g , Lt s . ' i l i n s or , I or t on Lecl er .Y Li O - Lt . Cc l , Ta l or , Lt . un er , Lt . Do d s , F/ 0 I n a l l s .UE - Cc p t . Ba r r , Lt s . Rob r t s , ' l e r J ohn s t on e .Gr E - Lt s . Di c c n s , a s ori , l l i s on & A. J on a s .SP :R - C p t . ' e r r i t t , Lt . Got a l s , Lt . Ro i r s on : ; ' j . h a p i n .
T i e - Cf f ; O ' 6 - G8 Cv r m r ; t : 1 1 5 - 1 3 5
L f t T r g e t r =.:5 i n c e : 1 5v8 - 1 51 6

I i n e t e e . •- 1 s of t 7 n d i gh t e r Squ a dr on a i r b or n e t C 4 1
t h en c t o n d e ou s t 0 1 5 a t I G, GOu f oe t , f or i n g or t i l e f t
s i d e o#' t h c n a v i ga t i cn l - s . La f r n d z v ou s oi n t t G9 30 o n
c ou s t o t a r g t . Gr e n 1 d r , s p a r • 3 a d bl e l e a d e r a bor t d
a r.d l a n d d . r l y . p r 1 . .d r L:n d s pa r 3 r t u n e c. t o o s e a s
t h e y rc r n o t n e d od n d ' l u . c c o a n i d b l a l e a d e r h om , i.

j
Ch a l n , f l y i n g s pa r e s Ch i f t :n 4 , t o o o v r t h l a d o f gr e n
f l i gh t t o ugh ou t t h r ma i n d r o f c i s s i on . Th f our t n
r e i n i n :i r c r f t r d 1 _r.df a l l t 120 3 a t 11 , 50 G f t ; h orr e r ,i a n d f l l •:: s n o t d e :: s p l : . d , n s t e a d t h e b on b r s t o ok t h e i n
ov Os a k a a bor k g i t c i f i i c l t t o or i n t t h c :. s l v e s t o t h e
t a r ge t . T r t a r s r e a ch d t o t 1 1 5 t 1 5 , U00 f e t . Th e
s q u dr on r e m n e d o v e r t h t a r b e t a r e a p r ov i d i n g h i 6h c ov e r f or
a b ou t 5 mi n u t e s , f l y n g c o s e s t o t r S , !' a n d ba ck E i n r u t u l •
a u p or t po s i t i on by f l i t s i n r i c h t me n c t t a c k s e r i n i t i

-
t c d

on Fn y a i r c r a f t , r.d n on e r e . a a on o p l a n e s .Appx o i t l y 8 t o 1 G 'e o g i .r r o bs e r v d i n t h e t a r ge t a r a a
T e e d e f i n a t l y i d n t i i d a s G c ar s 2 p .i n t d b l ek a n d on c
p a i n t e d gr a s s y gr n •, t r d s t r pe s s n t i n g f r o t h f u s l ge
t o t t r a i l n g e c g e o t n i n t i s ) : n d on e To j o . On e l a g g b i -
l l a n e p a n t c d t: b r i l l i n t c r a n g , .r s t o f t h e t r g t -t 1 0 , 0 0 0
#' e t ob s e r v d , i t h ad _ : r y o: g :ri n g n c , s ov i g v r y s l o • ,p r ob a b l y a t r a i n g p l a n e . emy i r cr c f o b r v od -r r ou t o f
r .n ge of t h c n i gh c ov r a n d .rc r - i a t c l . :. o t a ;gr e s s i v e , p -r ox i ma t l y n n e i d t i f i c d s m : 1 s i :s re r e r c or t e d i n Na g oy
I r b or . Re d 2 s a r a s i l v e r l a n c c r s : i n t h i n l c t o f f Toba .( ppr ox , 3 4 d e gr s 8 - l gr c s 4 E) Th i s a i r c r a f t a s
n o t i d r.t i f i e d s b e i n , i t e r c n y or f r i c n d l y . T r l v e f i r e s

C- O- - - I - D- - : - i - I - - L
(1)
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e r e ob s r v e d o t e o c or d r y t .r g t , p r s u m d t o b e b n n g
e n e r y a c r f t a r.d d e t r • i ; b :.x• o f i r cr af t r o b s r v '
t o be p .r e t r . Cn t n r t l r s h or o f i li a ra Pe n n u l a , !
of To yoh a s h i a o o t 5 i l s , l r g :r r p r o e t . s o : s e:r v d

h i c h a pp a r e d t c b
:e pr . p .r ::t i o ar a l n d g gr ou d . I s o me d

t o b a 1 r g l a t c or a l c ov • r c r . ^h s qu •.
d r o r e t u d t o

t h e r l l y p o i n t a t 1 5C n a c t o b a s . DT r obl ams i t h b o b er s
a t r i l y r r d e x c e l l + : .
5 . a V r y r.a z ; ov r t :.r g t , i t : f . s c t t r d h i gh cl ou s .i i b .i t t o m s . ' o t a r e t - :. t r a s b e f .b . c e .l n t ,

. None.
7 . Na na - 5 , 119 g l s of $ s .
8 . u e t o t e h a z y c c n d i t i on a t 1 4 , 000 f c v e r t t a r gc t a r a
ob s c r v o t : . s r .t h . r d i f f c u. t ; .

h o ev r , t h v e r t i c l n d
ob l i qu e ph a t ogr a ph s h c:l p d a gr t a 1 n i d n t i f i c i on o f t h e
p a r y .n d s c on d a r t r t s .A ra s pr •.c t .i c 11y i l an t h on l y f l a r por t d : s ppr ox-i a t y 7 bu s t s s n t o x l ode t 14 , .C00 f t ov r ic t s uzaka . . .

C- O- -F- I - - - I '- I - A- L
2 .
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26 April 1 45
; S TO: F r

7 D F I GHT R SC : i: I S I 0i: ,- - 8

1, a. 19 P-51D- s,b . Pon e .

2 , a. None.b . None.

3, Fighters ill establish zones of security in the N YA and
KO U U a r e a s r o 61 10 t o 6 11 0

. I NG, TI I FC FO ;; .

. R D - Ca p t , a r k e r , Lt s . St a r r , Cot t l e & Ro er t s ,' ELLO' - Lt . Booh r , F/ Q Fl emi n g , Lt s , .la l r e r & Ca e r on .BLUE - Cap t . er r i t t , Lt s . Rob s on , Got ra l s Lane ,Gr e en - Lt s , Di ckens , ol , St r t & J or.es ,SPARE- C p t . Ca r l y l e , Lt : g l i s h (a bor t i v ) Lt . e n n ( d i d
n o t t a i e of f ) r c Lt . r o n ( a b or t i v e ,

Ta e Of f : G6 5 5- G7 3 Le f t T r e t 112 G
Over iar et 145o Landed 1420

19 p-51 s of the 72nd Fi ter S uadr n irborne at O G ence
to rendezvo po nt from G74G to 755 o: CGUrS to target, reaching
d e pa r t e p o i n t a t 1 Q4 5 t 1 7 , GOG f e e t , Lt , De n a r o f t h e Spa r e
f i gh t f a i l e d t o t a k e e a n d Lt , g l i s h a n Lt . Rr a m , a l s o o f
Spa r e f l i g t , l a n c e d s oon a f t e r t a k e - of f , C p t , C r l y l e , Spa r e l e a d -
er, joined he 46th Sq dron but a er re oined ,rith Red and 2
s h or t l y a f t e r r e c h i n g t r e t a r ge t a r a .

Re d a n d 2 a n d Sp r e l e a d e r : re r e ov e r t h t a r g t f r c s p r ox i -ma t e l y 10 50 t o 1 11 5 a n d t a c e d a n t o s qu dr on of - 2 J 1s a n d p t -r o l l e c t . a r f r o Ea s t t o 'e s t ; h ov e v e r , t h i r c ou s e c ou l d
n ot b e t r a c e d du e t o t h e c l ou d s r h i c h o b s c e d t h e t a r g t n c gen -eral land area , Thase t ree ,-.

lanes retu ned to the rallypoint at1 12 5 by u s i n g DU. Re d 5 .: d 4 , a t 1 05 5 , r e t u r n e d t o r a l l y o i n t d u e
t o e x c e s s i v e f u e l c on s p t i on o t h e i r cr a f t e d 3 s f l y i n g .e l l o r f l i h t =.ra s ov e r t a r ge t f r om 1 1 v t o 1 : U f l y i n g t
a l t i t u d e of 1 5 , G f e e t . Oc c s i on a l :c l e s i n t h o v r c a s t i t e d
s l i gh t gr ou r d or i en t t i on a n t .e 'l gh t f e ; n or t : o r A i i Ba y
a n d t h en f l e on c o r s o f 2 7 U d gr e e s t o s i r. y , Cor t i n n g
s ou t h - e a s t t o : h a t r s _ r ox i a t e l y t s s i gn e d t a r ge t r a . Af t er
or b i t i n g t h f i gh t r c e c d e d c t a e r a l . o i n t a n d i l e l e a v i n g
t h e c oa s t ob s e r v d a or t i n of t c o e r s t r c . f l y i n i n n or t h -we s t d i r e c t i on a n d pa s s i n g ov e r Ar a k y t t e s a e s l t t ud e o f

b ou t 1 5 , GG f e e t , Th e r e r e n o : og i e s o b s e r v e d .Bl u e f l i gh t ras ov e r t : a t r f r o 1 G0 t o 12 0 a t l t i t u d e
of 1 5 , O f e t . Af t r o r i t i n g b e t n l c y e r s o f ov ar c a s t a r.d ob -
s e r v i n g n o t h i n g i n t a t r g t : r t h i s : i g l t r e t u n e d t o r a l y
po i n t an c t c k e d on t o . n v i ga t i on l b on b e r , n i s f l i gh t d l n o t
n a v c on t a c t f t h gr oun d n d c ou l d r o t r a d i l y o r i e r t i t s e l f , h e
oo b e r s t r • s n o t s e n a t ny t i e by t .: i s f l i gh t

C- O- - F - I - - - : :- T- I - :-(1:
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Gr ae n f i h t r a c .e r t .:r g t r t ou t 1 1G0 a t 1 , GGO f e t

an d pa t r o l ov r r • : i t r: l ; F - 9 s . h o : e r e a s s u 2d t b e
ma k i n g a bo b i r .n o ar d t h r.or t : - e s t ; o 1 v e r , b cmbs e r e
n o t obs e r v e c o dr opi e d . T' i s f i ; t r e t u n e d t o t h e r a l y
point t 1 5,No en my a i r cr f t r e n by ry c f t h s e f l i ght s an AA
ra s ni l . Cl o s r ev r t ed gr o . d obs orvat i on .

;
, . Over ar g: t , t ro l yer s oi c l o ds , bot h 1G/ 10 c ov rag - one

L 14 , 000 f e t and h ot h r f r ora 18 , CO , OUO f t .
. F ce ..l nt

G. I on e .

7 . No a ,a i t i on 7 , 140 gs l s o f g s ,

8 . Re que s t c d t t t i n t . v e n t o f : aa t n r , B- s d o dg c l ouds
i n s t a d of c l i b i t ou gh t ne a s t iey d i d on t , i s mi s s i on .
Pi l o t s rer h i gh i n t h e i r pr a i s e o f t h e x c c l n t j ob t he r.av i -
g a t i on l bombe r s d i d i t h t i. c DU a t t ne r a l l y po i n t . I t h e l pe d

out a gre t deal on this miss on because t .e clcuds obscu ed the
ro nd nd mad : a ad rec oning practical impossible ...
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