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Or gani aa t 3 ons l Si e t or y , 6t h Ni bh t Fi ght . r Squadr on ,Yr I Fi ght er Ca®nwnd , Se v ent h Ai r For oe .

1 May 1944 - 81 3[ay 1944 .

1 . Or gsai aat i on :

l e gat i v e

2. Stre h:

25 Officsrs
1 66 En l i s t e d   den pl us 2 4t t a ohed

3. Debe of arrival aad de arture frvm eaah statioa oaa fed in thia
ea er:

-
One of f f aer put cn de t a ah ed s e r . i ce 14 May 1944  ri t h 19t h Fi ght er
Squadron Detachment of one offioer and 4 . en

listed men departed 27
i ay 1944 f or s e ar e t de s t i na t i aa .

4. Loeses:
_ _ .
Ae gat i ve

5 . Ai. ar ds and Dea or at i on$:

Ne ga t i   e
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Hi s t ory of t h e 6t h Ni ght Fi ght e r Squadron .

On 20 May 1944 ,   aj or Vi o t or L   .   Iahr pa s s ed t he Conanand of t he 6t h t o
?  ajor Julius Alford. Major Alford had been the Operations Officer of the
sque dron, and joined the 6th in Deoember 1941. He xas barn 26 July 1915,
i n   s hf ord , a l abama .

,pl..f t e r g raduat i on f r om Hi gh School i n 1932, he Qt t ended t he Sohool of
Go nme r ce , Uni ver s i t y of Al abama . V'lhi l e t he r e , Kaj or Al f ord be came a mem-
be r of t he Del t a Si gana Pi f rat erni t y . Lea  i ng t he t3ni ver s i t y January 1 941 ,
 daj or Al f or d r ec e i ved hi s c o nmi s s i on 31 Oc t obe r 1941 . Hi s arr i va l i n t he
Hawai i an Depa r lanant   ra s Nov embar 1941 .

Thi s mont h   aa a f u l l one f or hi m, f or i n addi t i on t o th e c aannand of
the squadron, he received hia promotion to 1 ajor on the 3rd of May 1944.

Lt. Baldwin aad Lt . Beyl  ere both promoted fraan 2nd Lt, to lat Lt.,
the 3rd of the month. Lt 's.  iichik, Gasda, getchum, Henderson and Wallace
received their pramotiona fran Flight Officer to 2nd Lt., on 27 biay 1944.
Cigars haven't run out yet:

Lt . Bey l  rent on det a ch ed s e rvi ce   ri t h t he 19t h Fi ght e r Squadr on on
the 19th of  iny 1944. On th e 27th, Lt. Watts and 41 enlieted men left for
a aecret destination.

- Q -
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Oper a t i ons ;

 Iay was a month of unusual activity . Delivery of the long aWaited P-61
begaa arriPing 1 May 1944. In addition to regular training flights, includ-
i ng f or aa t i on f l yi ng , gunnery and s ear ch l i gh t mi s si ons , ext ans i ve t rai ni ng
  ra s gi ven i n t he P- 61 .   a j or  dahr tira a th e f i r s t pi l ot t o che ok out , and a l l
the pilots and observers who were alerted for ship aent to a seoret destinatfon
had 25 hour s i n t he newr pl ane s , of whi oh an ave rage af appr ox3.ma t e l y l m h our s
was at night. Altogethar, the squadron participated in four searchlight
mi as i ons . A t ot a l of e e ven hundr ed and e i ght y one hour s and f ort y f i ve mi n -
utea was fla n by all type planes in the squadron.

There were two aooidents during D iay . On May 3rd Lt. Franois and Lt.
Haberman, eaoh in e P-?0 type airoraft had an accident Rhile ta ciing in for
a t ake of f on and Aer i a l Gunnery Mi ai i on . Lt . Haberman t a ci ed i nt o t he r ear
of Lt. Francis' plane, aausing oonsiderabla damage to both planes. One
plane .ras transferred to Hickam Sub-Depot and the other wras repaired by
squadron peravnael. No one i.as in ured in the aocident.

Duri ng t he aveni ng of 10 Iday 1944 , t he 6t h Squadr on f urni s had f our P- 47 ' a
for a Searchlight Mission. Zhe enemy  ras simulated by B-24's. Captain
Ke ene l e d t he f l i gh t and Lt . Brune t t e tire.s ®l ement l eader . +Phi l e t aki ng of f ,Lt. Brunette had a little bad luck .   e right tire an his plane b1eR out
after he had obtained a ground speed of apppo d mately ninety miles per hour.
He tried to attain enou  speed to take the plane off but waa too close to
t he end of t he runrvay and had t o gr ound- l oop t he pl ane i n t ent i ona l l y .   I,

f t e r
ground-looping, the plane hit a rook crusher at tha side of the runRay with
the left wing and left side of the fuselage. The plane was pretty well  e.ah-
ed out and wa s t ran s f er r ed t o fii ckam Sub- Depot . Lt . Br unet t e  ra s Not i n -
 ured in any way.

  'ngi ns e r i ng :

Pe rhaps at no t i me s i nc e t he a c t i va t i an oft hi a equadr on i a 1917 ha ve
events been more radiaal and e;ressive in nature than those of this past
mont  of May 1944.

 Vi t h t he gradual t rans f er of t he P- 61A' s f r om AAF Ai r Depot , APO  ̀' 9 68
to the squadron, aotivity and interest of the personnel involved in their
maintenanae and operation, heightened to a mazimum of efficiency intent in
t he pr epara t i on of Nor thr vp ' s Bl ack i ii daws fb r c ombat dut y . The t a sk f or
t he pr e par a t i on of t he s e s hi ps i nv ol  red f ar mor e t han t h® us ut l r out i ne
inspeotions and fir8t or second eohelon maiatenance. The shipa were ne r;
their peculiarities and camplete partioular operational aonstruations were
unknam , and sa4e foe an unofficial Teohnical Order (©1-15FB-2) published
by Northrop, there exi.ste

d an almost casnplete lack of erection, maintenance
and operational technical instructions.... but thanks to tha ingenuity and
and the technical ability of  JSgt. John Tribilla (Engineering Line Chief)

and to the invaluable aid of l Ir . D. Collins (Aortbrup Teohnioal Represen-
t at i v e ) wf t h hi e hi gh l y pr of i ci ent me t hods af pr oc uri ng ne c e s s ary par t s ,
the defects encountered erere corrected. Only one defect, beyond control,
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the araaking of a preheat®r door resulting in an engine chan e because

of nicks inourred in the normal stage impeller, slightly hampered the

squadron'a maintenance progress.

Of the eight P-61's supposed to have been assigned to thia squadron ,
only seven Rere received.   e eighth one was lost while enroute from the

Ai r Depot t o t hi s f i e l d f or t ran s f er . Thos e who wi t ne a s ed the aaoi den t

af f i rmed t hat t he a i r craf t ' s r i gh t engi ne di ed out whi l e a t an al t i t ude of

2,004 feet. The pilot attempted to circle for a landing, but the plane
lost eltitude very rapidly and crashed into the sea about 240 yards offshore.
Sgt. Jewell swam out to the ship xhich IQy upside dawm with it's tail

sl3ghtly dbove water, but could do nothing in re ;ards to the occupants.

Armament:
-

'Ne received second P-61 airplane s nd com aenced detailed instructions

of pereonnel on brmament Equipment on 3  a  1944. Lt. Watts and T Sgt.
Laird atarted experimsnts to improvs L-3 si  t, xhich pilots found too
b r i gh t f or 3 i ght Fi r i ng . Pe r s onne l f ound Armament Cqui pment on t he s e

ai r cra f t t o be ea s y t o srork on .

On 7 May 1944, S Sgt. Tetreault, Sgt. Sn®11, Cpl. Stimpson aad Pvt.
Petrie entered this section, having been transferred from othar aquadrona.

Duri ng t he per i od f r om 11 b ay 1 94 4 t hr ougEi 21 May 1 944 , f i r i ng vra s

conduated (F-47) in which 7,096 rounde were ezpended witr.out a stoppage.

On 24 May 1944, Sgt.  !ioLLi, Cpl's. Lucas and Rogan returned Prom
Gunnery Sahool at fliokam Field .

On 25 May 1944 , i ns t al l a t i on be gan on e l e c t r i ca l   ri r i ng f or Cal . 50

guna on P-61 airplanea by thia seation.

Radar:
 

Thi s s eot i on l i ved ? r om d  t o day awai t i ng t he a rr i  ral of t he P- 61

airplane, that would open to us a new field for .rork and atudy. In aa-
t i c i pa t i on of t he nerr equi gment , Lt . Hanbur g had very abl ®y , t au;ht us t he
theory and the rudiments of the maintenance that would be r®quired of ua.
ihe seotion still had the SCR-540-A ®quipment to maintain in the P-70 at

that time, but by arran  ng our time into line nnd ahop hours we were able

to spend a part of eaah day aopying and studying the circuits of the new

SCR-?20 set.

The great day Pinally arrived and the first P-61 landed on our field.
At t hi s t i me  re had on l y 12 en l i at e d men i n our s e ot i on , ao we di v l ded

them into three fli hts of four men eaoh . Af'ter one sad ezperience of try-
ing to teke up fram where the installation men left off, it xas mandatory

t hat w® at ar t f r om s crat oh , i mpr ovi ng on s ome of   e i r   rork and co np l e t e l y

rechecking and retuning the entire set. Nith 12 men, we were  orking at

about half streng l , and  s it xas neoessary that much of our work be done

at ni ght , t her e wer e t i me s when a 'f l i gh t   roul d work al l ni   t and par t of

the neat day, aatching what aleep thby oould im le their planes  ere up om

a mi s si on .
- 4 =
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After working an the equipment for only a short time, 6 of our mea
left, leaving ua with only ? men.

( Pe had a new man transferred into the
section). At about this time R® received orders to install the 1AT APN-1.Thi s equi p ment wa s ent i r al y new t o us , but under the di r ec t i on of Lt . Hane -
burg, and with the aid of the sheet  .tel workar, we got them installed
and i n worki n g orde r .   .e f i r s t r e s ul t s wi t h t he .  ,PN- 1  . er e rat her di s -
appbi n t i a g . Th e l ack of pr oper t e at equi pment depr i ved us of t he oppnr -
tunity to give it a thort ugh cheok . It naturally followed that the equip-
ment wouldn t give astiefaatory results. In apite of our attempts at ex-
pl ana t i on , we  re re a t i l l me t wi t h r ai aed ey ®br ows and rernarks cn t he pr ac -
ticality of it whenever the set wae mentioned.

By bep;ging and borror.ing, and the aid of an A-1 priority, Re did get
enoug  essentiale together to put all the aets in good operating condition
and t o make s e vera l modf f i oa t i ona t hat provad ve ry e f f i ai ent . I t wns   ri.t h
great pride that ve bade farewell and good-luck to the ple nes and two more
of our men , f ul l y conf f deat of t he pos s i bi l i t i e s o  t he s et i n t a c t i ea l
Kork.

Coaffi un i aa t i ons :

Our linemen inatalled nevr telephones and linee xhen ordera were gi en
t o mov e out of t he ATC hangar . We al s o i n et al l ed l i g  t s i n t he d  r-r oom t o
make pool shooting more convienient for the men .

Tti . o meohani os wen t t o i gni t i on s chool whi ch oonai s t ed of a 10 day
courae. One mechanic went to switvhboard sahool,

lasting four weeks.  .o
men, one a teletype operator, one a mechanio at preaent, are at gunnery
school. A four week course.

Five radio mechanics detailed for kitohen polioe during the month of
  :ay f or oae week .

S ritahboard and Teletype ope •etors wera exceptionally busy during the
mon t h , due t o t he f a ct that a s hi pment f or down under Wa s i n pr ogr e s s .
Adessage center chief decoded several messages.

The l i ne ch i e f , Communi ca t i on ch i e f , Communi ca t i on of f i c ar , ware ve ry
busy ge t t i ng equ i pment i n re adi ne as f or shi panent . Com nuni oa t i on c l erka
dut i e s wer e about t he s ame a s t he ot h er mont hs  ri t h t he ex cept i on of a f e  r
more requisitions and mar y shipping tickets.

All men in the seotioa took a physioal fitness test.

Ordnance:

All personnel going dowa under have fired a qualiffcation course.
Weapon ueed was Carbine, Cal. .30, M1.

Detaolnnent acheduled to leave have received all aupplias authorized
and are thoroughly equipped for combat duty.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 129  8
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  i ght e en di f f er ent l ot ncmtbe r s oP 20 mm aa  nuni t i on   as t e s t ed f or

t rac e r . Not one s hox ed any si gns of t rac e r . HoRe ve r , 2atma oombat aanaun i t i on
ha a been pr ocur e d f r om t he Na  y . Lot   OP- 26 . Traoer pl ai nl y vi si bl • .
Combat ammuni t i on ha s been be l t e d i n t h e ra t i o of 3 HEI - 1 JIPT (no
tracer) - 1 APT (traeer).

Thi s aoot i on ha a be l t ed 1 5, 00© r ounda of 2(3 mu  c ambat amrm ni t i on f or
the detachment going down under. Remainder of the ammunition will be ship-
ped in aealed boxee, but will not be belted in this area.

All men in this aquadron have been sho rn a training filn cn the Carbine
Cal. .30, Ddl. In addition , men in the Ordnamoe and Araement Sections have
be s n ahasfn a t rai ni ng f i l m on t he 20ami 9ut oma.t i c Cannon .

Ordnance Officer, thia aquadron, has gi en inatruotion on the rooket
to ell men in the Armament and Ordnance Seotions. All availabie training
material has been used. Proper asaembly, disasaembly and functioning haa
been de4nonstrated on the Rocket, 4.5", Fractioe, M9.

All pilote have been instructed on the basic prinoiples of the rocket
launcher and the manner in which fired from the oockpit.

Coursea in instruction for men in the Ordnance and Armament Sections
have been started by the Ordnance Officer, this squadron. Thase are ached-
uled twrice eeekly. The enliated personnel xill be given a aub ect •pplic-
able to armament or ordnance and they are expacted to talk intelligently ,
answer a ].1 que s t i ons and be t hor ou gh l y f ami l i ar  ri t h t he t opi c t hey a r e
a s si gne d .

Intelligence:

This seation has been primarily concerned with the indoctrination of
the men scheduled for shipment  rith the area in Rhich they will operate.
Geographio education an the Martannas, Formosa, Palau, Yap, and the Bonin
Islands, has been developed. Seourity haB been streseed due to the departure
of a part of the squadron for combat. All pilots and navigators going
"d a ra unde r " havve a t t ended t he Bi shop '.  us eum l e ct ur e on s e l f pre ae raa t i vn
an the Tropic Is ands.

Mi s s i on r epor t s , gene ra l f nf ormat i on pr omot i an , and or i ent a t i oa , are
r out i ne .

Medi ca :
_ .r_._- _

There  rere no changea in offioers or enlisted men assigned to this
s e c t i on .

Cpl . Jadc B. Of f enat ei n admi t t e d t o Tri pl er Gene ral Hos pi t al a s of 26
May 1944. Cpl. Offenstein is atill hoapitaliied.

Pfc Harry A. Neeman admitted to Tripler General Hospital 7 iLay 1944;
discharged 13 May 1944. -

- 6 -
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Pvt. Anthony M . Aiuti admitted to Tripler General Hospital 9  ay 1944;

discharged 30 May 1944.

Sg't. Gale T. Bradford admitted to Tripler General Hospital 1B May 1944;
di s char ge d 2 b Dday 1944 .

2nd Lt . Dona l d T.   ans admi t t ed t o Bi chem St at i o  t Hoepi t al 16 b'Iay
1944; discharged 22  ay 1944.

Sgt. Arthur V. Madden admittad to Tripler General Hospital ld  [ay 1944;
Sgt . l  adden f s at i l l hoapi t a l i zed , awai t i ng Medi cal Li s char ge f r om t he Army
due to bronchial asthma.

All officers aad enlisted rnen transferred from squadron to secret
de s t i na t i on   e re gi v en t y phus , ahol e ra and t e t anus i amiun i za t i ons .

Immuniaetiona against smallpo;, typhoid fever, tetanus, vre re main-
t ai ne d a t aut hor i zed l eve l s f or nl l of f i o e r B and enl i s t ed men of t he equad-
rom.

There  rere 197 patients treated at the Dispensary .

Thers wese 3©4 treatmenta given .

dll officers and enlisted men transferred from the aquadron to aecret
destinatian uere given physical inspection prior to leaaing.

F
.ou

tine physioal inspactiona of all enlisted men were held.

One l i t t er , ae nva s , s emi - r i gi d ,  ra s added t o t he aquadr on ai d equi p -
ment a s of 25 May 1 944 .

Jungl• Packs of flying personnel leavin6 squadran for secret destin-
a t 3.on i .ere equi pp®d wi t h me di ca l s uppl i e B.

There were no oases of venereal dia®aae in the squadron nor have there
been a  f or a pe r i od of ni ne mon ths pr i or t o t hi s dat e .

There are no cases of aaaomunicable diseases in the squadran .

Spe oi al Ser vi ce :

  e squadron bopling team placed second in the  Pheeler Fi®ld League.

7he P.adar Seotion won an inter-squadron vollay-ball Tournament. Firat

prise oonaisted of a "beer-buet" at the Offiaer's Beach House. Success was
evidenoed by the consumption.

The baseball team placed seoond in the Hickam Field League. An average
of two games a week are played.
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l  or nl e : (   o qu ot e s f r om s ec t i on r e por t s )
-

"Judging from the morale among the aon-rated and low-ranking person-

e l l , t h e pr obl em of di s s a t i s f a c ti on ar i s i n g f r om s n "un even " d i at r i but i on

of r a t i a gs aeema t o h ave i n c r ea s ed n ot f c eab l y . 1  i e h a s be en e s pe ci a l l y
t r u e s i noe t h e s qua dr on ' s ab aor bt i on of a nu  b e r of fYr a t t h r e e gr ad er s .
1he most dominating contentions asserted by these so called "diareaters"

are that they have bean in the service taPO or more ysars; that they are

graduates of teohnical aahoola, in many cses t o or more, and that their

proficiency acquired frvm long hours of actual e cperieace has been recog-

niaed.
(In many inatances Pvts. Pfcs and Cpls have been axarded MOS'a of

Cr err Chi e f s and   eci a l i s t s .
) I n t h e i r r ea s oaabn g of t h e ae f a a t or s i t s e ems

hardly 3ustifiable that they ahould be denied the ratinga their duties are

aut r or i s ed by t he s qu a dr on ' a Tab l r of Or gani za t i on , e s pe cf a l l y s i n ce c ®r t a i n
"favored" elements are rated in ezceas to Table of Organiaation specification .
To add insult to in nry, the absorbed "rank  transferred iato thia section

a r e gi v en t h e p os i t i on s   rhi ch r i   t fti il l y b e l on g t o t h e s e r a t i n g- ne gl et ed

6th aquddron personnel, oonsequently denying them the opportunity to dis-

pl ay t h e i r abi l i t i e a .
Thi s p r ob l em i a r e s ul t i n g i n a d ef i n i t e de t e r i or a t i on of as b i t i on

and i a i t i a t i   e . Zh e ev ent ua l c on s e qu en ce of t he qua l i t y of ms i n t enan c e

p er f or maa oe r eanas i n a t o b e s e en . "

..............

"Most men who have been atationed on the islaad for two yeare or more

Re r e an  d ou a l y avva i t i n g r e su l t a on t h e r ot a t ,t an pl an . Wh en r ®s ul t c   re r e

publiahed, it was a great disappointament to all the men".

Ca:ament :
-

Mvr a l e i s good .   .ir l ou gh s ar e n eed ed .  +Ios t of a l l t h e r e mus t n ot be

reasona for few furloughs such as "laok of ahipping spaoe". E.idence oY

imported non-essentiale to the ialanda are too evident.

 
  

. / ;
D. P . LI   B01YA,
l s t Lt . , A. C. ,
Hi s t or i c a l Of f i c e r .
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