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    D$T  NT "B• NIGA'T FIGHTER BqUADRON   '

•.OFFI CE OF Tf3E BQ
,U

ADRON COMMANDER.
APO 709

1 October 19 3.

9 UBJ SCT : Hi at or i ca l Rec or d of Or gan i zat i on .

TO : Commanding General, USAFI9PA, APO 502.(THRU: Commanding Of 'icer, 18th Fighter Group, APO 'j09).

1 . In compl is ,nca r i t h Arm,y
Regul at i ona 3    - 105 dat ed Nov ember

18, 1929, ae e  ended by Changea 1 and  , the folloxing historical record
oP t h i a or gan i zat i on i e eubmi t t ed f ar t h e per i od of Febr us.r y 18

, 19 43 t o
Sept ember 30   19 }  .  -

a. Or izations
( 1

 
De s i gnat i on s Det a chmea  t "B" P1i g  t Fi ght er Squs dr on ,13th Air Force.( 2 } Lo cat i on : APO 'j0 9 .

b. Changes in orgea ization:
RedesigAated Detachment "B" Night Fi hter 5quadron
t'r om 6# h Ni ght

_
Fi ght er Squs dr on (Det

 
and a e ei gned

to the 13th Air Force per War Department Radiogre 
dated September 16, 194j.

c. 9trength, Commiseioned and enlietad.(1) February 18, 19 3: 7 OPPicers and 29 enlieted men.( 2 ) Febr uar y 26 , 194 3 t 1 Of f i car and 1 enl i $t ed ma.n l o et
en route to 8P0 709•( 3 ) N'.ar ch 1 , 19 +3 : 6 OPf i c er e and 28 enl i et ed men .(4) March 22, 1943: 1 Flight 9urgeon  oined vrganization
f'rom APC 9r'j-9 .(5) April 1, 1943: 7 Of  cers and 28 Enlisted men.(6) April 19, 1943: 1 Officere a.nd 1 enlieted man aesign ed
to organization.(7) April 22, 1943: 3 Officere, 1 Flight Officer (Radio I :;-2 enlieted mea asaigned to organization.

_( 8 ) Ase4Y 1 , 1943 : 11 Of f i c er e , 1 Fl i ght Of f i cer (Radi o I )
,end 31 enlieted men. -( 9 ) J  me 1 , 19  3 : 1 1 Of f i car o , 2 Fl i g  t OPf i cer (Radi o I )  
.

 
and 3 1 en l i st ed taen .  -(10) Juae 25, 19 3=   P31ots, 1 Flight Ogficer (Radio I} -and 1 enl i et ed m  ii   o i ned or gan i za t i on f rom APO 959 •(11) July 1, 1943: 11 Officere, 2 Flight Officera (Radio I)
a.n.d 32 enl i et ed men .(12} July 15, 1943s 1 Pilot placed on speci,al duty Hith 13th
Ai r For c e .
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Det a chme rt "H  Ni g  t Fi gkit er 8 qua.dr oa - Hi et or i cal Re cor d - Oct ober l , 1943 .

(13  July 29, 1943: 1 Pilot transferred to 13th Air Force.(14 Augudt 1, 1943: 10 OfPicere, 2 Flight Officer. (I adio I)
and j2 enlieted men.(15) g  t  

, 1943= 47 enllsted men  oiaed org nizatiori from
  959•(16) Attguat 6, 1943: 4 Pilots aeeigiled froa ljth Air F'orce, 1 •P i l ot t re aef err e d t o 13t h Fi ght er Command .( 17 ) Aug w,t 16 , 19 +3 : 1 P i l ot ki l l ed i n a i r pl ane ac c i dent .(18) August 23, 1943 s 2 Gro  d OfYicers, 13 enlistsd msn
a ee i gn ec  t o or gaa i zat i on fr om 6t h Rep l a cement Depot , Ar0   .

t l y )   ugust 24 , 1y45 : 2 Pi l ot s , 1 Fl i g  t Of Yi cer (ttad i c I )
seaigned to orgaaization.( 20) August 3Us 1943 : 1 Gro ,m.d Of f i cer t re nsf e rr sd t o 70t h
Fi ght er 8quadr on .( 21) 9ept eaber t , 1y +3 : 15 Ot f i cer e , 3 Fl i g,bt Of f i cer e (RadLo I )
and y2 erll i st ed men .( 22) Sept amber 2, 1943 : 4 Pi l ot s t ranef err ed t o 12t.h Fi g  t er
Squadron.

( 23 ) 8 ept em.ber ts, 19 i3 : 2 s nl i s t ed m en s s s i gned fl  om 6 t h
Replacement Depot, APO 5u2.(24  8eptembsr 17, 1y43 s 4 Pilote eaeign ed to organization.(25) 8epteuber 21, 1y43t 1 Of ioer (Ubee rter Radio I) asaign ed
t o or gan i zat i on .(26) 3eptember 22, 1y43: 1 Ground Officer a.ei g sd t,o organization.

  . STations (permanent or temporary) of qnit or parta thersof.
  ( i ) Ar r i   ed APO 'juy t'r om APU y  y ,   's br ue ry 2 3, 1y43.

,
4. Marchea ana Yoyagee:

( l   Fe br uar y l   i, 1y43 s Depar t ed APO y7y ,   Uf Pi c er • a nd 29
eaal i st ed men .( 2 ) Ee br t  r y 2t  , 1y43 : Arr i . ed   PO 7uy , 6 Of f i c ar s e nd 2ti
enlieted nen.
t uPPi c e r and 1 enl i s t ed man l o st i n t r    n e i t .t3J  iay ll, 1y43: 2 Pilote aad 2 anlisted men departsd APu ruy
to De aPO 7 5•( ) Jtme 24, ty43a 2 Pilote and 2 enli.ted men departed LPO 709
      715•  5   J  Y 17, 1943 = 2 Pi l ot s , 1 Fl i .g  t 0 #Yi cer (Aa di o I ) anu 2
enlieted men departsd APO 70y to D8 APO 7i5. 6) Aygu  2<j, 1943: 2 Pilots aad 1 Flight OfPicar (Rad o I)
departed APO 70y to DS /IPU 715•(7) $eptember lo, 1y43s 2 Pilot., 1 Flig t Of'Picer (Radio I)
aad 3 valisted mem dsperted At'0 7vy to D8 APO j02.  ts) 8ept eeaber 19, 1943t t Pi l ot depart ed f  omAPO 5u2 t o DS
Aro 7 5.

 y1 Septiember 26, 1y43: t Pilot depe rted AFO 7Vy s,o y8 APO  15.
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Det a chment pB" Ni g  t Fi ght er 3 quacuwn - Hi st or i cal ttecor d - u ct obar 1, 1y4  .

 . Campaigns:
(1) Nems oft Guadalcanal, Solomon islande.

From Feoruaty 2v, 1943 to the preevnt, the pilots and
eau ieted mea or tais orgaafzation perticipated ati varioue
intervals ln tne oempalgn oP tne Solomon Is eaae. The
euper i or i t y ur t tzs i r t ra u i i ng and equl pmeu ,. Yer e apti l y
de mons t ra t ed dur i ng t ti i s campa i gp .

(2) Duration : From Faoru e ry 20, 1y43 to date fa combat crex
rotativn, s .z to eignt xee ¢e in tae 3olomon Islaude, a
x e ex ' e r e s t l s a. e yu Auclcl and , Nex Zeal and, at't er m i ch
they rettttn to thie baee for contz.nwa

d operativns.(3) Authortty orderirsgs
Al l p i l ot s or   er ed i nt o a ct i on per Radi og,ram, Com  satui i ng
aenerai, U3AFI3PA.

g . Battles:
(1) (e) During tneir period of operations ia the 8oloman

Islande fYvm Feoruary 20, 1y43, ttie gilote and crexe
or tnzn orgaaization have etood nightly gro  and a .rai er t s ov er Gua.dal c ana l , Rus ae l l s and Nex Geor g za .(b) Pilote have on several instances intercepted Jap nighti
raidere snd either enot tham doxn or prevented tnem from
makiag tneir runs over tne targets. 2) Foltoxiag ie tne ecore or plaues anot doxn by p tote of thie

or   an i ze t i on :
Confirmed Probabie

PI LUT Tyoa Date Tvoe DateOapt . Bar Yer   t 1  tBet t v ) Aus  . 13/   3Oa t. Bsnnett 1   B A r. 1 4
Lt. Yan Bibber Z Ha J ta 4
Lt. Tuttls 1 MB (Bett r  Jul. I2l43
L't . Harr el l 1 MB   Bs t t y) Jui .   r    3 ^

1 MH   $et t Y] BisA. 14    3
Lt. Msige 1 MB (Betty) aug. 15/ 3

t  IB tBet t v ) Sent .2l /   3
, _ ,

  i . Commandi ng Of "Pi c er a dur i ug t he 8o l omoa I s l aAda campa i ®ts f r omFe or uary 2ts, 1y +3 t o dat e s
Ma 3or 9 i dney F. i  har t on , Fe or uar y ?. 3, 1y  3 t o J ul y l   , 1y 43 •Oapt. Aaiph F. Jones, July 15, 1y43 to &eptamber 26, 1y ,3.as pt .   aer son Y. Barker , 3 e pt amber 26 , i y 43 t o dat e .

_
i. Losses in eotion, Of  icere and Tnlistied Men.18t Lt . John E. Meyer l oet i n f t i g  t f rom APO y  y t,o llPO

7  9 , bet ti een Fe druat y 1t3, 1y43 a,nn Fs oruary 1ts, 1y 4  .2nd Lt . Wi l l i am $ , P i.nket a  , u- 73 16  }, ki l l ed i n a i rpl ane
accideat, August io, 1y43.Sgt . George D. Prat t , l ost i n f l i g it f rom APO y+5y t o Ap0
709, betreen Feoruary 18, 1y 3 to Fs ruary 20, 1y43,
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j . Former and prasent maenbers xho have distinguished the nselves in
a ct i on :

Ma or Sidney F. Wharton, Jr., wss axarded the air Medal onAuguet 5 , 191}3,Captain Milton C. Hillebrand, xas ararded the Air l .edal onAuguet 5 , 19 43 .Capt a i a Ear l C. Bennet t , xas axarded t he Ai r  iedal on August
5, 1943•
lat Lt. Ra1ph F. Sugnet, xas axarded the Air Medal on August5, 19 +3•let Lt. James A.Harroll, xae awarded the Air Medal onA    t 5, 1943•18t Lt. Ralph F. Tuttle, xas axarded the Air i ;edal oneuguet 5 , 19 43 .l st Lt . Hemry  4e i ge I I , xas axar ded t he 8 i l ver St ar onAuguet 23 , 19 43 .BfBgt. Raymond A. Mooney, xas awarded the 6ir Medal vnAuguat 5 , 19 +3 .Cor p . Cur t i e R. Rhl er t , x a s atrar ded t he Ai r Ms d,a l onA  t gs 1943.Corp. B nil M. Stajoer, rras axarded tha Air Medal onAugust 5, 1g43,Corp. Rdrin fi. Tomlinson, xae axarded the Air Medal onAugus t 5 , 191+3 .

k. Miscellaneous.(1) This detachment made the Pirst long distance flight over
xater in an A-20 type airplane, xhen seven such planesl e f t 1  '0 95 9 bownd f  or APO 709 on Febr us r y 18 , 191+3 undert he c ommand o f Ma j or S i dney F. i fha rt on ,(2} Qnother first for this organization ras the introduationof intrusion attacke ma.de upon Kahili airdrome on 8ou,gan-ville Island by Captain Ralph F. dones. 3) let Lt. Senry Meigs II in a .peotacula  ezhibition oFP1Yi ng ,  a de v i sua l cont a ct wi t h a t t a cki ng ene ny bomber sover Guadalcanal and ehot doxn in tiames trro of the m rith-in 60 seconds. Lt. 2 eige xas deoorated for this feat xitht he S i l v er 3t ar by lria   or Gener a l Tx i a i ng , Cou  andi ng Gene  ,a l
o f t he 13t h Ai r For ce . Ma j or a enera l i 'x 1n  r egr et t e d t ha.tao Pex xare there to xitness the cerem.o  ,when every eye ont h e i s l and xa s u pon Lt . Mei g s i n t he al y t h,at Pat ePul n i ght .(4) It is difPicult to put into rords the appreciation oP thepilote fbr the eplendid xork oP the enlisted ground crers.Theira is an unheralded duty xhose retiard is the laiorledgeoF a job xell done. By their ingenuity and inventi.eness theyhaPe at times managed to keep more than 7  oP their pManesi n t he a is '• We xho   ot+ 't.h e maa.ni ng oF condi t i on r ed canonl y s ay t o t he pi l ot s and g,ro ,  .d cr ex o  Det a chment "B'Night Fighter 3quadron,:

°Thank you for thoae Japlees nights°.

    
a

 

N Y
 

,oa  , Air Oorpe,  8•
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