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ALL PLA ES HAVE D,U. INST LLED NOW. SO FAR WE HAYE HA VERY

LITTLE TROUBLE WITH !T UR SCR R. SETS A E WORf ING FAIRLY OOD

EXCEPT WHEN THE WEATHER IS EXTRE L1 DAMP. WE HAVE HA G04D L K

WITH OUR CRYSTALS AS WELL.
THERE SE S TO BE A LOT ®F TROUBLE WITH THE RAD IOS -1 ,

WH ICH HAVE BEEN ISSUED AS SPECIAL SERYICE EQUIPMENT. T E IN

SOURC OF TNE DIFFIG LT IES SEE S T© 8E l THE TUBES.
1T HAS BEEN UITE A WHILE 5 1NCE T E P ILOT •S, HEA SET AN IKES

HAYE BEEN ECK B T THAT IS BE1 Q D NE AT PRESE T. THRO GH TI 1S
,

CHECKIN WE HAVE ELI INATED A LOT OF SO-CALLED RAD IO TROUBLE I
_
N T E

PLANES. ALL PLUGS ARE THORDUGHLY CLEANED WITH ST EL 00 AND ALL

I CHECKED,
E HAVE INSTALLED ALL THE TELEPHONES IN THE MAI TE AN E ARE

IT IS QUITE D IFFICU T KEEP iNB THE INES IN OPERAT!01 AS TI E 6ULL-
DOZER AI OTHER HEAYY EQU1PI " CUT THE Li NES ON N I 8EROUS

ASIONS. AT PRESENT E ARE TRYIN6 TO GET PER IS l
.
TO P T A

DI-RECT INE FROM S UADRON OPERATIONS TO THE CONTROL TQWER WNIC
WILL PeED INF©R T I N A60UT OUR AIRCRAFT.
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; to o the edioal Seotio
' Ap l 1, 1946- p l , 1 46

1, sdi os l 1ot i t i e .

a. D ing t s mont o! April, t s ed al Seotion r o sl, t ia aquadro ,

ooop r tsd ith e edioal ep r nt p raonnel, 2l F ter C o tp, n et

up se i - p r t i st a l at i a hi oh oonat i t t s t he 21 t t er G o p C aol -

odat ed di pe aa nd h api t al a s

b. e Consol o t di apensa .a p o ded i ao o rd noe i h II i g t er

Co and sm 2 , so that per o nel o! the 21st ghte o p wo ld o

t a a m c o! prof e i o s l aer i os , a d a aot vat ed d i g t e o

il.

a. A mobile diap naar t a inatalisd i 'he a l noe, prope y o

t hi e eq d n. hi a mob l e di ap a a y u i t i a aed on t he l i g t l i or

e geno h oh mi ght ou .
d. o psdo h er o d nd ia used as a ph io-the ap oom or pi-

l ot a on t ei r r e rn ' om l o i a f ona. R b do t abl e a, a d ba h ba i t h

adeq a s d a na e a t e re i st al l d.

e. e M oal 3ection perao el, th a a adro , p tioipated 't bnild

g, ops ation, d m inte e os of the Conaolodat d di p , the hospita ae

t i oa , t he mobi l s di pe a .t , t e l i n b noe , d he p i o- t ap hn .

;.
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_- ,T . _ ..
,

isto of the Iatelligen e Section
' _ i l 30 19 5il 1 1 5 ,

T e fi r s t i s i on f o t be ont h of r i l a on t h 7t h . .
h s

R g i s f on had s t ar t ed .
Th f u ]. s t o of t hes e r i ds b s t

told the issio s rep rts. T e e give a brief but acc ate acco t

© t he a i d . They ® encl o ed a s up l ®m nt s t h t i nt h s hi t o .

ssio re ort mbers e -l throu h 8.
l as ed a a s l ntombat r eport vr t e ont h of i l i s s n p

t h s nt h ts h t r .̀ I t gi e5 a co et e a d a at s e c ord o / C

s p xg d t r ed r dama ed . I

ra du sent ®ut th C hvmber ma d on the sc©rt

ion vt t 7 ril 1 5. T s as th first time rt

er t e ap s e hom l a d a d i t was l o t e f rs t t i f o t he r

F ght ers t be over t he dapan e e .a . I t a d n rac t f

nt l . e Re r t B ber C o nd . e ar e e c l s t h r por

s a s u pl e ent t t s nt h s t or . _
r i t be m nt h t o pi ©t s er e l os t OA t h@ e i i on.

t t ert G. er s n , n t he 7t h a d n t . t h r R. c r ®

o t he 1 h . The a e ca r i ed m i ng i n a t i ©a . O t e 22 A r
.

d t . d L. B el s f er e t t he 46t h Fi ght Sq n, I

t F ght er Gr o , P # . A l t b t [ s i ®n Re or d a e en -

l vs ed s u e t t o t nt h s t ory .

B c rriv ver slew a d it t o s me time to c mp t l set

p t e_ s e ct i on . e s e e i n ab©ut t ee a e as bef or e r a -

e i d a r na nt o . e e t o t ent n t h l n , o vr t e

-1-
'

. :
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I

.

i ta Of the Intellige e Section Conti edr

section o fice and the other for a pil.ots room. In the area a t por

tent set up for I&E a d so the section o ld be able o ork on strip

_ .a a d iss on rep rts at ig t in the te t

The section a ha ica ed b in ri s duri g the onth, t c aig

o n a out about 10 da s . r t ar m.a a re l e i ve f ro at t ach-

e ent a d s ent t o I I Fi g t e r Co nd . -Dut i es ere l e i t up t o t he bal a e

of the sect on. On t e 30 April 1 45, the section received it 3rd an

C ro d L. ard. T s ere carried on in a n r al ann r for the

mont

-
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C O N F I D N T I A L
_ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

? Ap l 1945

' O s Co ndi ng Of f i c r , 531st Fi ght er 5q dron, F, PO # .

T : Co andi ng Ge eral VII F ht er Corom nd, F, O # b .

RU; Cor ndi ng Of f i c er , 21s t Fi ght er Croup, F, APO # .

531st Sq dron di s s i on No. 4- 1 .
21s t Fi ght er Group . si on 4- 1 .
VII Fi ght er Co a d li s si on No.

ISSION ORT

1 20 P- 51 S
B, 50 ekes, Tonys, Nick

2 . 1 P- 5
B 2 Tonys, 1 Nick,

3 , scort + ` ght ers l provi de f i t er pr ot ect i on f or boabers of XX

B er Co d at t acki g Tokyo ,rea . Per VII Fi ht er Cor nand F.O. #31 •

4. Red Flight Blue light

Capt . Harry C. Cri , Jr .
Capt . Tho s J. Le r s bort i ve )

2nd Lt Henry J . Kok© d Lt . a.rl D. C t chf i el d "

l s t Lt . Robert G. . de son l st Lt . oui s C Spi l . n
2 d Lt. Lloyd L. Bosley

2nd Lt. John D. Yil on

G een Flight Yell li t

Ca , Fredrick J. Gibson Capt. 'ill am B. S th (Abortive)

2nd Lt. Conrad E. datson d Lt. I P. Skansen
"

lst Lt. John F. Galbra th ( bortive) lst Lt. R chard S. Davis
2 d Lt . R chard B. :'oo y 2 d Lt . eodore H. F "

Spare Fl i ght
Gapt . :] l l i a H. Be on, Jr .
l st Lt . J .be t B. Davi s

Lt. Frank L. Seymour
d Lt . Jo n . Jyl es ( bort i ve )

Take Off : 55 - 0 20
Over Target: 1040 - 1120

Ti e of La ding: 1430

531st i hter Squ dron P-51 s rendezvoused with navigator B 2 s over

Kita and proceeded to Ko u at 1030 where they rendezvous d with the

attacking force of B-29s attacki g the Tokyo rea. Of 20 P-5 , ne

abortive, a d the r ai ng R d, Blue and Green ights o on the right

f ank o the bo ber formations and fl e a cou se rou ly parallel nd

slightly higher than th t of the bo bers throu the target area.

Re Flight led by Capt. C was the firs of the Fi er flig ts to

t he t arget area . Thi r t y or ore en f i ht er pl anes were obs erv by t hi s

li,ht s me lo and others at bo ber level attacki t bo bers, 'he en

fighters consisting of Zek s, Tony
k
$ c

obser ed fl t er9
-- ndividually - no coo i ated tta
beca e sep atvd and i su ng action Capt. Cri shot d a T ny d a

ick T e Tony as hit t ice. On the first pas the ngine w 9ot on ir

s cond t he ri ht .n f el l of f . The Ni ck was hi t t he l ef t
d on t he e 8

engi ne, f ro hi ch i re spread co pl t el y al t he l e wi ng and t he pl

was s en to crash. T e Nick had no tail gunner but had a iece of tan

ea vas tied over the positio . Lt. Koke of R i t beca e separat d a

was so e 30 inutes b h d Cap . Cri on h etu n to baee a d received

C O N F I D E N T I . L

- 1-
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C O N F I D E N T I L
- - - - - - - -

page o of 531st Fi ht er Squadron : i s s i on No. - 1 .

navi ation l id fron a B-29 Lt. ,nderson, el ent leader of Red Flight,

was e n t o ex pl ode by i s vri n n , Lt . Bos l ey , who had f ol l o ed hi c wes

to east across th bay below Tokyo, Lt. erson had dropped is in ta s

n cli bed across the bay fr m 12 to 23,0
0 feet when he did ro l an a

ha f a d s s pl i t S ' i ng own when hi s pl n e ex pl a ed . No f l ar e s w s ob-

s e v e , j us t a l i t t l e p f of s moke an t he wi ngs c a© of f , t h©n t he pl ane

se ced to blow up. Lt. Bosley shot d wn one Ton at 12,
feet. He ob-

servec his burst to hit in the right wing roots an pieces flyi off when

the plane w©nt into a spin and was last seen go ng down at about 5
t
f
at
t

Ot :e r t han Lt nder s on , e be rs of Red l i ght r eached t he r al l y po

di f f erent t i r es and r et urned f r on t her e t o bas e .

Bl ue l i ht rende vous ed vi t h t he borber f orce at Kozu, an t ook t hei r

position on th ri ht flank of the bor ers as they ade a wide circle about

Kozu n hea ed P3ort h f or t he coast of Jap . One s al l f r ei ght er obs erved

heading for Jap n. nother, a lar e transport, was seen 1 avin the coast-

line off Shi.voda. They crossod the coastline near Hiratsuka at which

po .n
t t hey s aw t wo v ery l ar e , i nt ens e l y whi t e puf f s of s oke appear about

2000 feet bove the bo ber force.
Vapor trails, fro ossibl 10 pl nes, very ide, were seen east of 0

Shi r a at about 25 - 30, 000 f e t .
Intense,

he vy flak w s observe to burst above the bo bers as the

for ations traversed the co stline frcr..
Youga ara to Yokoha a. This flak

w s of the barrage type, hi h but accurate. On this le of the flight, an

airplane, presumed to be Japanese, w s seen to gc down .n
flaces over land

an t h l e f t f l ank of t hc bo ber f o at i on .
Over Yokoha a, Lt. Spil a 's plane develcpe engine troubl . The

bo bers turne north, nd Blue fli ht turned southeast to take Lt. Sp l an

t the rally point. They took cever under a layer of alto-stratus clo s

at 10,0 0 feet a out 30 or 0 les off the coast at 120o fror Tokyo while

. searching for the sub ar n an Cyclones. On the w y to the rally point,
one Nick was observ at about 17,00 fe©t, Porth of Tateyara, but ma e

no attem t to attack.
Blue Flight trie to cake ra io contact with the sub ri e,

but were

unable to. 1fter circling 20 to 30 c:inutes, vis al contsct was ade ith

a B-29 navi ator. They joined with the B-29 navigator an d about 3S other

fighters, an d c me back tc base.
Haze was encountere in l yers at various altitu es, an mc erate N. to

, , wi n s wer e not e l . ure t her ov er J pan was Cavu .
Blue Flights co unications were very poor. They received nc OU

signals, and their ra io cut cut occasionall .

Gr een f l i ;ht was cv er Tar et r ea at 18 , 0 t c 20 , OC f eet . No ene

aircraft were observed. was all directed at b bers an appeared

heavy and accurate. Fighters kept 3000 to 4 feet above the bc bers and

about ile to the ri ht of them . Green Fli;ht flew over Yokoha to a

poi t 10 miles est of T kyo then east acress the ba to the rally point.
Coast area just south of Yokcho was heavily covered by . T o phosph-

orous shells,
hite puffs ("looked like cu ulus clouds about 50 feet hi h")

with stre ers going up were obs rvc to burst,

5 , , , C W av er Tokyo , mo e rat e wi n s .
B. Pcor

6. None

. 1 8 r c n s f 50 c al i ber
6199 allons of soline

B. Pone

State nts

D TRUCTI0 OF IR L JE "TO Y" i D "NICK" I IR.

C O N F I D E P T I L

-2-
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C O N F I D E N T I L

State ent of Capt, Harry C. Cr , 3r. 0-6
669.

' y f l i ht was cver a bc nber box j ust s cut h cf Tckyo when a Ze e

was repo e at six o-clack high. . ight turne 180° and the Zeke p ss c

av er head , t t hi t i . e I s a 'J Tcng g° i ng i.n t he opp i t e di r ec t i on abcut

1000 feet lo er, I a verhe 3 attack on hi but cculd 't get the ri ht

a vunt cf l e d s c cn t he r ec :.v ery f r oc 500 f e et be l o v hi I gav e hi a s hor t

bu s t f r °r c l s e ran ge . Ove r s i ng I p l l e up cv er hi d r ° l l e on

back . ora t hi s p s i t i n I c eu1 s e t he l e f t s i de cf hi s engi ne bur ni n .
He t hen s t ar ed ab: ut a one nee dl e w i t h t urn t o t h l t a I r eppe: bac

on his ta . Frc this pcaition I fire: a three or fcur secc•n burst

fror about 300 f et.
His right g can off at the id:le panel. I brcke

aff to the right saw a N ck at about two .
les at three 0 l ck t ©,

s e e l ev el , ak i ng s l ar ge c i r c l e t t he l e f t .
I c ut hi s c i rc l e a n t a ed

f ring t about ? feet at 30° an fired t 1 I ver shot, I pulle up on

t he cut s i e cf h t u n an t hen dr ooped back cn hi s t ai . Hi s l e f t en i ne

nacelle and left wi g was burning as I closed in on the sec:nd attack. I

fired a n until I over ran at which tir.e
his fuselage was starting tc bu n.

I pul l v:' up n c i rc l e . nc e n he ed f cr R l l y Po t . I as l c oki n , back

canst ntly n' s w hi crash intc tho southeastern suburbs af Tok o.

• .• - •/
.,j , r , .

arry . r , r., ,
Caota n, ir C rps.

D UCTI ON OF "T NY" I J ,.I R.
State ent cf d L•t. Llcyd L. Bcsley,

694o •

t,t cr about 10 0 S . u. of Tokyc I s f l yi n wi t h r el e ent l ea er

at 12,000 feet en slightly tc the right an belcw ab::ut 5 0 Feet I sa

a s i l v er a i r pl e . T e pal ne cr os s e un. r us t c t he l e and I r ec c z e

i t as a Ton , : e l ewent 1 e er i v d cn hi c an h '. •e a s har p t t c

t he r i ; ht el e<ent l eader gav e a s hc rt bur s t wi t h nc ef ©ct s . I t urne
i t h t Tcny an s t art e f i r i g w t h a 2 radi i l ead . Not ee ng y hi t s

I be an i nc r eas i n y l ea . : i t h about 2 t c 2 3/ 4 ra: l ead I obs e rv ec

cendia s burstinb at and ar':und the wi rcuts, piec s cf the plane beg n

p i g cf f . I kept f i r i ng f cr abcut 120 t urn , t hen t ha pl an e t u ned cv er

an its b ck an st rted spin in . I brokc ff and atched the pl e spin

down t c a` out 5000 f e et . T en I pul l e up an r ej o ed y el e e t l ead r ,

Ll o .. . B° sl ey , 0- 9
2n Lt . , Ai r Corps .

TRUE COPY OF SSIO REPORT

' IJ
, . ;' ' '

' i

L N F. W IT,
lst Lt., ir Gorps,

i, j ut nt .

-- -- - - - - - - - „' _

C O N F I D E N T I L
-

_3..
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C O I I D E N T I L

w - . . .

' 10 pr i l 19 .f
t

F OM: Coram ndi n Of f i c e r , 5 31 t Fi ght er Sq dr on •
F , '0 g6

.
.

T : Com a di Gen ra l , I I Fi ght e r Co aand F, O 6
,

T s Co ndi ng Of f i c er , 2 1s t I i ht or Gr up . ' , 0 6
. •

531 s t Squ dr o i s i on a o, 2 ,
21 s t I'i or Gr o p ii s s i on No ,

4
YI I Fi •:. er C nd i s al o o ,

iISSION PO T

l. . 16 P-51D20 s (1 bortive
, Nona

, None
. None

, Di v e bomb nd s t r a f e Chi ch i Ji r Per F . O. , I I F t er Co nd,

„ a ed l i ght Yel l ow l i ght
Capt, arry C

,
Cri Jr,

Capt, 'Jillia .
Snith

2nd t. enery J, goke 2nd Lt. Th©odora H,
Fo

lst Lt
.
C cil C

,
Dri en lst Lt.

Ric d S. Davis
2nd t . t h r . Reck i t on 2nd Lt . Mi l h d J , S h

lue Flight ' een Flight
Capt.

Tho S w. L 4s C pt.
Charles G

. BeL
2nd t . i l l y r i f f i n 2nd Lt , Wade .

Fehr
lst Lt.

Joh F . albraith lst Lt, Joseph . Lindsay
2nd t.

Paul . Sch r nd Lt. Jack Cou ta

1 bor t i v e - 2nd Lt , J ck C unt s , 1488 6
, f l y i P 51D20 , Ser i l jc ,

634 E
retu ned At 1450.

His irplana developed a rough e ine north of gita gock as h
was clinbi g at 7000 feet,

Ti oi t eof f - 1 5
Ti ne ov er .r got - 1 0 5
Ti ne of panc ke - 1 20

T rat v e :

Co s e f l wn : t 0 0
. c t v 200 ° wi t h .

a y shippin in ute i go - (7) sevan ships were observed enchored in 24 ,(7) seven ships in 2 5N,
( t e ships observed in 21 ,

(2 two of ships in
24 ap o r d to ba longer th .n oth ra, poasibly 2 0 f at. Oth rs were 1 0 to 200
feet l n .

Ene y a i rc r af t on Sus k i a i r f i e l d , One Nel l nd t wo Zek es obs e ed i 198C,
In 212 8 e d a e r d t o be 2 or or e ZQkes , n 19 H, ne .i rpl ane , pos s i bi l
a Ju y obs e v ed , 1 p ed i no er at i o ,

C O N F I D E N T I
- - - - - - - - - -

- •
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1 .

- ~
.

i '
' - : • I

' . . . .
•

•
a . . . . w v ,

•
.. L • s . • . . . I

. -
- . .

.

„

•

1 •
,

. _
. c . : . .

. .
: ., a , -' . ,; , . .1

= . . . y , a + n n , . ,- .. , _. - __ . . . . :

. , . + i el d t f s repo e .b .C , r b s .̀:.
'

or, c i"t i h f r n t of -hc c eat v i g C .
h

.,..e'
_. . - t i con n af t er l ow s e o er f el .

.
.. ,

' e c t or od ahor t b r t t e or t ed c 2 b C
_

pt :
w en e l ed h i s _

t • on a s t r f 3n s c r os s hi i ng i n .
2 ® .

ona i r s AC er edt ' '

` ' h t s f l e w r ec on i.
i a ac - o t r g et f or s o t h i r y ut q . e f or . g

th® r at a k .. , ". .

d l i ght e t hei r di e b b f r o 900 f eet
.on a h adi n of o cn

'

shi
„

i i n 2 , r al easi bo bs at 0 " e Capt Cr t hen l et t s f l i
.t o k e a s t raf i r . on 3 s h i ps i 21 - nc o h r on h ip i heg$

r f we e ade
_

ror 5C00 f e do n t o 00 f ee t , a l t af oab
r .f i nc o cpl e t e one bo b hi t by a l i ht p ne r ep ar ed n 2 j .b

Ca , ,
i t h e l l w '

. t i

Yel l o l i ht r . e P a s on ( s v en ahi p i n 2 , h a , . t

di v e bo bi w e f 9 t o 350 v t on a h i of . .
l :-.

1a S e s hoi r bc bs o t h f i r t s s , ' t l l
, s t r f ed t he s ac n p s a

r• ° ee di ng , t h r © a i l ne r o d t s bo b whi e t he .
t ee

stra d O of ellox flights bo bs er obae ved to scoru nea saa "o s =

a 2 . . - :

e g t . v bo d on a h a i n •o 40o f r o 11 , 00 f et on sh
` d t i as as ere obs er d. ron t h hi t t e ot '

of } d t a d s•p
l nt , b t no f l h f o h o b " e , et -t y i d

2 ! _;
. g t t hen de a c t h t o nor t h s t r a i 0 o .

t o .
5 f e

on s p g d o s er red o e t o e f r on 2 ° i f e l o -
b i t d t f e t wi tt dr awi f re ,

®
B g t bhe l s t

.
o i v e bo b t ha arg e , t he s i s i n 2 , r o

_
di v e bonb i g , el s i n t f e e t .

$ omb hi t c er t al , b 3 e
t r as t l ea s t on , r on bo b o ed i be t o s h .

" l l n a r t rned aa h t shap

, , ' aat he C ea ept ov© C c rher e 9f l co e w . en nt ed,
t o .

f eat . . .
.

• .
•

. ' •; Co • uni cat i o oad. . .. "• - . ,
. . . .. • .

. U de er , _ " . • .
. . " t i oa o c en ` 6 r . eal , _- 2 500 l b, bo b , , o.a

s.e - 1 . ' s e el , : 1 v e 4
,

5 $ec de
sol ne cc s tio .: 95 llon ,

R a s ' r e c vc wa s obs er d i n t he ocke r . ha wa t e l i ne n c
.1 a w ' t b p l ot s ov i n c u d ba a aven f o unde e c af t ,

• C pt 8 s' s t h t a ct p ce s h . . ac c o 'P . t h ee s s i o t o
_..b r t a i i a a ct +. f o t

.he or b s t r a f i n l t s o e
c

.t e bs e e t •

0 : I
.. . . .. . .

. _ • - - - - -
_ _ - - - -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

. - - -..

s
•

C O N F I D E N T I L
- - - - - - - - - - -,.. ,

12 r i l l g .

o : Com a din Offi ar, 531st Figh ar Sq dron , O #86,

o : Comm ndi ng Genera ] , I I i ght er Co .n
d A F , P0 6

..
T : Comm ding Officar, 21st ighter oup ', 0 #

.

531st Sq adron Mission No, -3
21 s t i ght er a p Mi s s i on No.
PII Fi hter Go ma d Pission No.

I SSI OT OR

1,
P- 1 s

B, None

2. . one
B,

None

j, scort - Fi hters .ll provide fighter protection for bombera of I omber
Co a.

d at t a ck i g To o r ea , P er VI I Fi ht er Com d . 0 . #

4
, Sed light Time of landin

Capt. obert I allin ( bort ve) 0 2
2nd t . au l E. Sch r r 10 31
lst Lt. arles Provost,

Jr,
1030

2nd t. erbert C
,
Straugb.

10 1

Yel l ew l i ght
Capt. C rle G. et 1008
l s t t . ] bert , ac s 10 2
lst t, Ho r J. Kend ll 100g
l t t, oseph . Lindsay l j2

,. -
Bl ue l i
capt.

Tho as . Le a 1038
2nd Lt .

E D. , t chf i el d 1007
let Lt,

doha . G lbrait bortive) OS 2
2n Lt , J oh . y es l 00 6

e en l̀ i g
C t . ' i l l i am S th
2nd Lt.

Ir in P. S sen 1025
lat Lt,

Nichard S. Davi 1026

2nd Lt,
Theodore H

. o 1023

S l t at er S e
Capt . l o d . an i n l l l
2nd Lt . .o d . 8 1ce 1120
lst Lt,

William J Fen er 111
.
9

2nd Lt. illiard J. 5mith ll j

bort i v es _ - • - - . _. _ - -

Bl ue t e e 3)
, i s t i J o . G l br ' . - ' . _. , _; . .; ; 1 0 , Se

i a No , - 63934
, l nded t 08 7 ,

whe e l s f a . ed t •r e t r a t ec • .s e of ma l f u
tlon of po e valve in ydraulic line.

C 0 N F D E N T I A L

- 1-
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C O N F I D E AT T L
- - - - - - - - - - -- -

Page t of 531at i hter Sq dron Mis ion No.
4-3,

d one (1 ,
Capt. obert I. llin, T27496, fly n - 1 20, Ser al No,

4

3910, landed at 0 30, eturned after a cidentally dro ing left n t nk.

T e of ke Offt 0 30 to 0837,

N r tive

531at Fighter SQUadron p nes, took off last follo in the 2 and 46th

ighter Sq ,
dron . or ooth, the mission leader, took oi at 0 55.

The last

lane of the 46th Sau dron Look off at 0824. 53ist ighter planes t en ta ied

i n th af r w y d took off O jO to 0 .
The flights Were ache uled to rende-

. ous
th --29 n vigatora at ita. y the time they rea.c

hed Kita, the 9a ad

ft,
The fightera were un ble to make via al contact with -29s and .

dio Co n-

• .
tions were confu ed, severa2 DU s being received a.

t s ne time from differen

;ctore,
Com ic tions was e tablished with Popeye ed Leader who reuorted he

s miles N of Kita Rock, T i meant th t the 531at Flights were a roxi tely

miles b iad the in body,
Ca.p

t. ewis decided to fly on a ve tor of 3 0 for
0 to j0 mi _ tes nd if no v sible ain was m de to turn back,

They flew for abo t
0 mi n t e s and s ee i n o i m r ov er ent i n t he i r o s i t i on ,

Capt .
Le i s m .de t he dec i -

s i on t o r et ur r_ hi s s ouadr un t o ba s e .

A narrative .ccoun
t by f11 :hts followsc .

d Flight: irborne Og 2
Squ .dron f ormed on way t o Ki t . a nd he .ded ou t on 4r ° wi t hou t c ont act a i t h

r es t of g oup or 8 - 2 nav i .t or s . 1 i t es out f r o© b
.s e , C pt , .h

i n , s a r a
le .

der, got a DU on band fro Poueye leader end fo d th t the ou dron w S on
cour s e .

Then C pt . .l l i n a cc i dent l l y dr o• ed a wi t nk nd d t o tu n b ck ,
ce l l i ng Ca t . Lewi a ,

Pl u e f l i ht l e .
der , t o t .ke ov er t h s aua r on h .

l f - way t o
ita ock.

Capt, Lewis fa.
iled to he r hi , a ho was on Dv at th© ti©e, so Capt,

atz led the soua ron until they reac ed a oint ahout 75 miles N of gita,
ge

,̀nen turned the scua.ron over to Capt. ewis,

Ca.p t , al l i n l a.nded t 09 2 . er a i nder of f l i ght , i nc l ud i ng Lt , Li nds of

ello flight who ad tacked onto the ed after h .ving
been lost ro his own ,

i .n
ded a.

t 10 30 ,

Blue Flight: girborne 0834.Capt. Lewis, fli ht leader, took com .n
d of he s uadron from Capt. etz when

a sou dron had been on course for about 35 minutes, 1he sau .dron had h
.
d no

-i su l c ont act i t r e â i nde r of gr oup or -29 v i gat or s s i ne e l e v i ng ba.s e .
Ga t ,

; is decided to fly for another 15 or 30 inutes and if no contact was ade to
• turn to base. hey cli bed to 11, 0 feet, laveled off, and flew or 30 i te
' n a headi ng of 3 °

, i ndi c t f g 50 ' .
C p t .

Lawi s w .s t ry i ng t o g et DU S f r om
'opeye leader, b t received 3 at a time and could not fellow a y of the ,

Then
he decision to ret n was m .de; the flight let down to 200 feet to get thr agh .
the overcast, and returned to b

.se .
t 290 i I.A .S.

Capt. ewis circled while
he other lanes of the sou dron landed, a.n

d c down a.t 1038.
The rem inder of

:i s f l i ght l anded .t 1006
, .

Yellow Fligh irborne o 35
Formed with rest of sauadron on way to Kita. alf-wa.y

ta ita,
CA t. llia,

;.ad ng t he s a dr on , t ol d G pt . Lewi s t o t s com© nd a s _
he h t o t u ba ck ap t ,

- i s d i d not h ar hi , s o C
. t .

Bet z , Yel l o_w Fl i g a l e . e : . ook ov er ,
C t , Bet z

•a l ed Pop ey e er r os t on; opey e a.ns w r ed t r• _
60 c i l es N

, of Ki t .
ck .

DU wa.s l s o c omi n t .r o gh f r om t hc v r - c . : c ' = d ; s o t he
i ht i nc r e .s ed s pe ed and , r ece i v i n:; on c our s . n .: - r c c u c .: 1 he wer e
roxi ately 75 miles N. of Kita.

C pt, etz th n alled Popeye ed eader .n
d

•: u es t ed oa I t e c ha n e l a d au r o i .t v e c t or of Po ay e d l e .der , Poucye

C O F I D N T I r. L
- - - - - - -- - - - ._

- 2-
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; C O N F I D E N T I L

e'. hree of 31s t i ht er Sou dron Mi s s i on o, - j

Red l eader ga.v a. v oc t or of 3 °
, nd t r ns i t t ed a homi on I t em ch n el .

Capt .
Bets then tu ned so

_
dron over to Capt.

Lewis, t this time se ral 's were

very notice ble on both ove an Item chan els.
Deeision to return was made, nd

flight landed at 1020.

r een l i ht = i rborn os 36
P nc ed .t

102 ,
N incid nt. ollowed squ dron s tail end C arlie f ight.

Spare lig t: irbo ne 0
This fli ht retu ned th rest of s .

dron, arbiti in clear s ots off base

waiti for other lanes to land. ancaked 1120.

ll pilots .
d planes returned to ba.se wit out in ry or d a e,

, . Weet her Over Iwo i rf i el d No, 2 - cei l i 200 f e t , sol i d at 08j O and
000 , E oute Iwo to Kit North - o ercast a d 200 foot ceiling,

11 , 00 f oot t o s .

B
,

Com unications - poor in that several U 's were received on ame cha el

at s . e t i me , nd f l i h t s wer e u bl e t o f ol l ow ny one of t hem f or any
l e t h of t i e

6, None

7, unition e ended - None

.sol
ine Consumption - Unknown

8, e r s - = 1 pl anes af t ha r oup wer e rked t Sout we s t end of runWRy by
s c • dr ons i n nt i c i a.t i on of a N. E, wi nd . s t he wi nd was f r om
t ': s out wes t t ha h .ne s wer e f or c ed t o t ax i t he l en t h of t h e
way, one sa adron t .t

ime, and take o f toward th sauthwest.
The 4 6t h Sa dr o , t he s ec ond ona t o t e of f , t t e t ed a down-
w nd t ke off, ut e.

fter thre lanes, abandoned the idea and ta i

ed tha rest of their s to the northeast and of t e way.

RUE COP 0 ISSION 0

°
-

I B T C. S I G
C. PT. , I R CO S ,
S- 2 OF 'I C .

C 0 N F I D E N T I A

..
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. C O i F I D E N T I A L
, - - - - - - - - - - - - 16 vr i l 194

: Com and3ng Of f i ce r , 531 s t Fi ght e r Sc adr on, AA , O 6
.

0 : Com di ng Ge er a I I Fi ht e r o an d, F', PO 8 6
.

T R : Co .nan i ng Cf f i car , 21 s t i t er Gr oup , . ,
O g6

531 t uadr on 1•ii s s i c : o . .
21 s t ' ? t r roup j•i s $i on - .VI I Fi g - ;r c .̂m nd ••i s s i on i o . 114

.

2iI SSI ON R PORT

. . 1 P-5 a
B . Nons

, ivone
. l cne

_..
Tou cover while aireraft of 15th ighter Grou attack targets in s nthern
K shu e r PI I i ght e r Co and F, O.

49 .

. e .i ght
Lt.

601. Elmer S 3ooth (Abortive) .
2st Lt.

R c ard S
, T vis

Ca t . i l l i a B, Smi t h
2nd t,

lr in P. Ska son

Blue Flight
Ca t . Rober t I . i l i n ( bor t i v e )
2nd t. Paul E.

Sc rr
l s t t . Cha r l e s Pr ov e s t ,

J r .2nd t. Herbert g. Straugh ( bortive)

Yellew Flight
C pt.

Thomas W. Lewis
2nd Lt. Earl D

, Crutchfiel ,
Jr.l s t t . •. ,

G l b r c i t h
2nd Lt , J o - :•:. I•yl e s

Gre en .i g t
Capt.

C rles . etz ( bortive)
l Lt. lbert .

Davis (dbortive)
lst Lt. fioward J, n ll
1s t t . J o aeph .

I ds ay

Spare Flight
Capt .

I l oyd L. i ng
?n t.

T odo H.
Fea (Rsturn d as spare)

lst Lt. "illiam J.
Fe kar ( bortiv )

nd Lt. Floyd . Ric©

Ti me of T .,Of Y•'- 09?7 t o 0935
.

C O N F I D E N I I
w . • •

l
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` C O N F I D i? T I L
. _ _ _ _ _ - - -
P o o of 531 s t i t e r ouadr on ` i s s on • o .

4 •

T e over T rget: 1330 to 1 00
T e o lan : 1702 to 173

8borti es a s © raturn in :

Yel l o ( 1 ) one , Ca t .
Rob rt I . •• l l i n , 0- 72 96

, f l y i ng P- 51D
,

Se r i a o .4 - 63910 , abor t i v e on t ak of f . ng i ne cut ou .

Yellow ( four, 2nd t. rb rt S
. otra , 0-763397, flyi P-51 ,

S ri l
No • 3937 abor t i v e bof r e t ake o f f . g i n : t t : - c - • ' .

S a e ( 2 ) t o , 2nd Lt . Tl odor e , ox , 0 - 2057598 , f l y i ng P- 51D
,

Se r i l o , -
•637 , r t u e d a s s a re l nd i ng a t 10 . •

S re ( j ) t hre e , l s t Lt . i l l i am •. Fen r , o- 6 2g98 , f l y i ng P 51D, Se r i al
• ' .

63 3 abor t i v e ba or e t ake of f , aydr l i c s y s t em wo l d not f nc t i on .

Bed (1) one, Lt. Col. lmer E , ooth, 0-396363, flying P=51 , Seri l No.+ -63 6 abort i ve , m not e t r oubl e . P c ed 1110 .
,.Green ( 1 ) one , Capt .

Char l e s G t , 0 - 60 , f l y i ng P- 1 , S r i al No .` -6377o abor t i ve pr o t f oubl e , l os s of powe r . P nc - ed 1202 .

Gr©on 2 two, lst t. lbert : Davis, a 6 2138, flyi g P-51 ,
Ser l No.' - 63933 abor t i v e ro tur nec i t Ca t . e t •.

Pa cakod 1202 .

arrativ :

P r II 'ighter o a F,O. 9 (16) sixtcon air l
. e (a d 4 pa v

af 531st i hter u dron oining ith th 2nd and 6th Fi; ter Snua rons to
com ose the 21st ighto roup u t of 52 aircraft w re to - rovide top co r fcr
fi hter aircraft of th 15th Fighter Group and a medium bom er unit attackin
t gets in out Kyushu:

531 s t Sq dr on l ana s we re t be f i r s t 1 e a t o t a s of f i n t h 21 s t •
Grou at 0 27 0935, nd r n ezv sed tith 29 n vi ators ov r v C ve se

ppr o i t e l y 100 mi l e a - 1W of Iwo t approx t e l y 9000 f e t . R chi n t h
P at j40 baut 20 milsa eest of 'lori-misa i

, s , th y obser ea ISth
Fi ter Group pl es swe p in for th ir atteck. The 531 t lights, now consi
t i g of 13 e i rpl .ne s . Yc;l l ow e d p e wi t h ( ) f our .a ch . Ped wi t h ( 3 )
tn ee a d Gr en element with (2) follo a th (5) fiv 2 givi top cove ,i n cr os H oys i r f i l d e race i v i g a oder a t o f i r Th f l g t s l e f t

i O N F D T I L
_ _ _ _ . .- _ _ _ _ _
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C O I3 F I D . I I L
- - - - - - - - - - _ .._

p Th o= 53 s t F '
_

: ar adr on i s s i on i o •-

t he •a r aa f l y i n . L: s t ou t ac ro s s r i akc a; t o l l y P . , l cav i ng Ral l y Pt . , f or be s a
t 1 10 .

Red Fl i ght t Re nde zv ou s Poi nt ia or oot h ' s i ol ane dev e l oped

ag ne t o oubl a nd i turned ba c :. Capt . i t h t ook ov c r Re d Fl i ght and o ed
i t ba ck t o o . 2 o s i t i on . e t i : t he 15t h r ouv bout 20 i l a s ea s t of
Tari-mis k ,

K sh thay ontorcd th t .rgat area flying west across riake
ay i n a boz f orr a t i on , f l y i ng tu al up or t i t h Gro n El or ent , and f ol l o i ng

Ycllo nd S re flights in to t rgat ea. Red Flight fle a cir ular c v sa
ou: d out s de er i e t er af t hre e a i r f e l ds ( anoye , .at and Ku s i r ) d

-•vturning out across riake Bay. R d Fli ht fire one short burst, strafi g,
' 4 00 f e t a s t hey cro s s d ov r Nor t h ©nd of Ku shi ra ai r f i al - re su l t s u .

: s e rv d . h y r e ee i v d n gar t o nodc ra t e e c curat f i r e t 5000 f e f •
cr t h on o a . oya Ea s t a i r f i e l d, be l i ev e d t o be 40 11 : ar.d s l l e r . d l .rg e
i r e w S obs e rv ed i n S c orne r of k noy Fi e l d . Sov eral ne y a i r cre f t , t o

•. :owa obs e rvod ov r wa t er headi ng nor h 10 i l a s nor t h o Tor i - mi sr k i .
( 1 )

: c sms l l sh i p ( 5 f vet ) ob s e rv e i n a r i ako Bay . IJo enc y a i r c r .f t or ot her
; i ppi obs r c .

l u Fl i g - Onl y t t o _
l anc s of Bl u e l i ght re?ch d r e de zv ou s - o i n t ,

d t he w r © t al e a ov cr by Capt , ni ng a .n l ment of Sp c 'l.i ght .

Yellow Flight - t R n ezvous point Lt.
Col. ooth develo e m n to '.

. t ro bl e end a s f or ced t c r e t rr. , g i v i nb c ont r ol of t : e g roup t o Capt . Fe s sl e r
of t ha 4 t h •a d t S .dron t o Capt . B wi s of Yc l ow l i ght . 20 mi l as f r a
l d fall,

C t. ssle.r cavalop d e ine trouble nd had to bail out, gi ing
com and of t group t o C

. Lc i s , Yc l l ow f l i ght t oo'- t he cov cr os i t i oa
far the 5 - 5s o tr.eir bo b ru , which took the from 10,

000 foet o n to
000 f ot ov r .r t a ea. fter leavi g the B-? s, the flight rov ed to

100 f e e t .na l e f t t r ge t aren beh nd t h 25 s . i n t he bomi ng r n , --
losion were observcd on the gr und. fire w mod re e to intense, with

eav y s .l l ar s f i r e f r o v i c i i t y of ai r s t r i p . P•iod ra t e . f i ro f ol l o ed
t he f l i ght t o t he co :s t , w re f i re w s i nt ens e d cur at o . ch of
sm l l c l i b r w s s aen t o bur s t wi t o t m c t a t al t i t ude s r .ng i n f rom j 0 0
t o 1 5 , 000 f oet . PT51Ds of t he l t h Gr oup mad t h i r s t r f i ng r n e t t sa e
time this flight w s oscorting B-?.

5s ovor tho t .rg t, ut no rvsults wcre
obs e rv ad . One sur f c v e s s c l a s s aen of f oi nt di r c t oa s t of oya
f i l d , o c t a i l s l i ght re .ch d r l l y oi nt t 14 05 , l f t a 1410 i n
com ny ai t h 1 8 - 29 a 9 pl n s of t he t h Fi ght df SQU r on ,

Capt . Te i s
l a dod t 7 35 , t h r et of h i s f l i ht hav i n c om down at i ou t 1 1r .

Grean Flight n hour past thc rend zvous aoint,
Capt. ct$ re-

portod s surging p op. lr minutos 1 t n c tur _ d ^ck., cscor ed by Lt.
. , D v i s . Thi s f i ght t h n t ock os i t i on t o f l y .u tua or t wi t h apt .

Smi t ha 3 - pl nc t , ar_d kc t t hi s _o s i t i o f o t he rema.i nd :r of t he
n i s s i on . cr t ?r ge at 1 350 , .ad 6000 f ee t ai t ed t i l l 15t h Gr oup l ane s
f i ni s cd t hc r s t r af i n u , t h n h d :d o l l y u i : t . od r at a , a cc ra t o
: f i r e wa e encount er cd ov e r t rget , i ne l udi 44 1 an raa l l e r , s e l l

, G 0 F I D E N T I A L
. - . w .
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_ . e our of 531 s t i g ht r S ua, on i eai on No . 4

as a a arma fire. urf ce ves el, bro n color, with h y su
s t uct u e a i dah i ps , was obs e of f o i nt ea s t of ° oy . i r f i l d , 2 51 s
wer f l yi g ov r i t at 3000 f t ut i t -' S not ut t i g up a ,y f e ai et '' .
t hem. I l i g t ont i uad t o r 1y poi nt nd r t urned wi t h . 29 d ov al ot er '
P- 1s .

_ S ar 'l i ght - Sp re f l i ght f l w t hr oug h t t h mi s s on ke i t he
d s i t i ca s' a e f l i t Thoy ont o d t r ot ar s acr os s dr e Bey t a
t trni g i n nor t h r l y di c t i n be tw en noy nd .noy et d t h n c i rc l i ng

u s t s u t h o u i r a a i r f i l d t o e s t of noya i r f i c l d a nd hca vas t a c r os s
noy r f l nd o t c r o s r i e bay t o l l y Poi nt . S a r e f l i ht f ol l ow

d. t he 25 boab©rs on t h i r n , f l y i t ua l su v or t wi t h y l ow f l i g t , nd

: i t ho bo bor s t op co r .
'l y i at 000 f e e t t l na s of S

.rv f i g t
` . w l c cons d r .bl o f i r e , al t h h mo s t of 1t av o r e t o b di r e c t ed t ' "

25 . No er. r.i r cra f t w ro obs o ©d u t h i n a i r or oa a f r f i ol ds . r e
l i ght r ca ch . .y o i nt a r oce od d t o b sa wi t ho t i nc i dont pe. c ki ng at *
?l0.

. . Woat h - cr t rg t j o
.c o _ , c a a , v i s i b i l i t y .bout 5 l e s .

. Co ni c t i ons - S t i sf pc t o .

o
. U dot i ne d

7• 3395 r o ds 50 c l i ber a n .t i on o ndod,
8 . c arks - C pt . s s l r ob od t o b i l ou t a t 1 355 ' b Pi l

u at 1359 b a sub .r o.
Ona (1 ) P- 51 a.s obae d at t ac ng .00 f oot sh i p i n : r i ka B y .

o e n my i r l a a s obs or od by y l ow f l ght em .r s t o b i n
f l am s on oy RSt .r f i c l d i n nor t hwo st c o r

C O i I D I N T I
. .
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C 0 N F I D E P T I : L

' Pagc T of 531s t Fi
.
ht cr Squadr on i s s i on No..

4- 5••

Time of Takc Off: 0719 tc 0725

Sub Cover Flight: 0741 to 0743 i

Over Target: 1130 tc 1155

' of La nd n a : 1 45T me

Abortives:

Gr c n ( 3 } 1'hr c c , l s t Lt , i l l i a J . Fe k er , 0- 6 92 9g ,
' l i n g P- 5 ,

Serial No. l+ - 3953, abortivo on takc off. g ne cut out. ,

Gr c cn )
.our , nd Lt . Fl oyd E . R c e , 0 52 21 , f l y i n g P- 5 ,

Serial No, -6 3g4, abo ive engine as cutt .ng out just as he was

leeving grcund, ccntinued to cut out in traffic pattorn as he circled

far landin . Pancaked 0726.

Spare (3) Three, lst Lt, Lcuis C, Spib .c1n,t
, d

7
nct draw gas.P- 51D, Ser i a l N . - 6 37 g1 , ab or t i v e l e f t y

P nc ked 0800,

Spa r c ( ! ) f our , n d Lt . J ack Ccunt s ,
0 - 71 $ 6

, y g P- 5D Ser i a l

Nc. 44-63426,
hcrtivc rcturn d vith lst Lt. L uis C. Spillm n,

Jr.,

Pancakcd 0$00.

Blue (3) three,
lst Lt. Joseph . Li dsay,

0-b92170,
fly ng P-5 ,

Ser i a l No . - 6 37 , ab or t i v o en gi n e r cugh a nd cn r et ur n cut t g cut ,

P ncaked 0612,

Nar r.a
t i v e :

Per Vii Fighter Ccm and F.O.
# 55, 16 P-51 s and 4 spares pl s 4 P-

5 s tc act as covcr for air sea rescu sub rine f th 531st Fighter

Squ d r on j oi n ed vi t h t h e 72n d and 4bt h Fi ght r Squa dr •n s a i r pl an es t o e cm-

pose th 21st Fighter Gr up unit of 2 a3rcraft tc attack ircraft the

air and cn the r und at ltsugi irfield; J pan whil 15th F ght©r Group

sircraft supplied top cover.

531st Fi hter Squadr:n airpl es were airborne 0719 to 0725 from Cen

t al irfio.
ld Iwc Jima. They rendezvoused w th B-29s navi ators c er Kita

Reck at 0$00. The fcur flights (1 irplan©s) pr ceeded at altitud

10 , 00 f e et t c 'uj i San . Leav i n Fu j i San cn a v ec t e r , e s t a t ed a t 50 t h e

fcur fli s a parently wer on a c u se ncrth f wher they i tended to be

and looking for their reference poir.t th Saga River, ist k the Ta a

Ri v er f r t h e Sa gami , a d f l ew d vm t h e T a Ri v er f r c.m a pe i nt s cmewh er e

in the vicinity cf Hachi ki n th deck attacki g aircraft, airfields and

a t h er t a r g et s nd b r eak i n out t c Toky r Bay Sout h cf T ma Ri ver mout h .
Yckchoma was strafed from ncrth ond t: s •uth end frcm on the deck altitude.

Shipp ng i Te y Bay • s lso att ck d. S airplanes are cla med des-

t r oy ed i n a i r nd s ev en c l a r. ed d es t r cy ed on gr c•und and 1 pr c•b ab l y d es -

trayed cn r nd,
11 but ( ]

.
) cn e a f c ur p an es r ae h ed t h e Ra l l y poi nt a nd r ot ur n ed

tc base s .
fely. Lt. Beckin t:n did not r turn. His pl ne was se n

p c-u r i n g s k e i' r cm t h e l e f t aus t st ack b y Lt . Fcx i n T Ri v er r ea .
Ca pt . Bet z r pcr t s s e e n t h e pl an e a t 10 0 f eet a l t i t e a chand l e t c

th ri,ht, cli bin at a high rate of speed. It is bel ive his plane ha

b e©n h i t b y i .' f i r o . Nc f ur t h e r i n f or at i cn ha s b e en cbt i n ed on h . .

d i l a Fl i ht 1a r r a t i v s f c l l cw:
Red r• i ht - L :av i n g Fu j i 5 an , cn a cc:ur s e s t i m t ed 50 '- , .

.
Fl i

___
cr ssed a lake then picke r.u

t a river that they thou ht was Sagam Riv r,
b ut i s b el e i v e .

l t . h av b e en t h e Ta a Ri v er , Th ey r c pped d cvm t t h e d eek

acr:ss n airf' ld, rectangular in shape, with t least 35 aircr ft,

varicus types in le an l twin engin , but wer to late observing it to

s t r a f e i t . He d i ? d c m r i ver , on t h e d eck , s t r a f n g t w t vwn a r ea s v er y

clc•se tc;ethcr,
they cbserv thero fire to hit what l oked tv b trans-

f c r e r s n el ec t r i c l i gfi t .pcl es a d p vwe r l i n es c au s i n g t h e t o bur s t i n t o

la es, electr'c trains, barracks buil lings, and trucks vn streets. Two

C O N F I D E N T I L
- - - - - - - - -- - -2_
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C O N I D E N T I L

w Pa e t hr ee cf 531st Fi i t er Squadr n i s s i cn No. 4- 5:

pilots ren:rt they flew un electric p ver lines. Two v ry devastated

ar as r e cr :s s d ap r ent l y t he r es t s of 3 29 bombi ng . Co .ng out ac -

ros s Tcky c g ; t 1 00 f e t a r t s obs ervec? headi n nort h aer es s Re

Fl i ht s c cur s e . ? aj r Cri ;, Lt . Dr i nnen d Lt . Fcx i n t hat order put

bursts into tho : after hich it was seen to crash. Red Fli ht then

flew across the p<ninsula southeast of Tckyc Bay a d tu e sauth to r lly

point. •

Bl ue Fl i ht - Fl i ^h t ni s s ed ; t s „ i . i r f i l d an d fl ew on deck dcwn Ta

Ri v r va l ey , s t raf i ng a bar racks b ui l i n ; , 2 f c t or i es , p wer hous e ,
el Ctric tra n, a troop concentration, p wer lines, 1 plane cn the

;reund and 1 ad i istration build th b sol iers in the cco w y. t

mcut h of t a a Ri v er , t hey t urned s c ut h nd s t raf ed Yokohama f r o 1 ort h

end t o s out h enc. f r om v ery l ow l ev el , one pi l c t r eport i n ; hav e l ov

un er a power l o. G cd results werc reported from this strafin , the

p wer l i n es hav n er.
u t t ed s hower s of bl ue s parks . ! t s out h en:: of Yoko-

harna, they turne l east out over the bay, where,
Capt. e dall shot down a

Tops y f f Fut t s u Saki
.

Thi s k i l l w s s een by i s wi n a , Lt . Foz , C pt .
Bet Z and Lt . Fehr al s c s aw not her pl ane of t he s a e t y pe ; n t he

s ame v i c i n i t
,y , bel i ev e t be t he one cl a ed by Capt . ann n of G een

i;ht. Then the turned s uth cut mouth af Tok,yc y past Kisarazu a r-
field t the rally paint.

Bl ue Fl i ht F.e port s cn f i re s f l l o s near Chcf u ai r f i el t hey

enc cunt or ed 2 5 an 0 : . / : f i r e , l ow anrl i nt ens e . a t h e l i ; ht ahead

went ov er , 3 l a m ne s wer e s et c f f but f ai l ed t o c any a e t o cur

ai r c ra f t . Be e en T kyc• an• Yckoha a , bl a ck p f s a ppear e at 100 t .
tituce. ver Tokyc bay, achine un tracers were directed at the fli ht .

Capt. etz returne wit' a hol© 4" acress in his ri ht ailer n, an the

l ea i n ed e af h i s l e f t hor i zont al s t abl i zer w s l m ; e s a s a r es ul t f

a c ol l i s i cn vi t h s . e obj ec t on t he r aund .

Yell Fli ,ht - Leav n Fuji San on an estimatec vector 50° F i ht hea e

acr OSS a l ak e , bel e i v e : t o be Y ax ka Kc , an dawn a Val l ey bet we ©n t wc

r i d ; es of mount ai ns , cv er a ben i n t he Sa a .
Ri v er , at OOG f eet , an

ene ai r cr af t , s c al l t wi n en ;i ne , pos s i bl e t ran s pcrt t y e Tabby , s

ob s erv •: t c c ras h . Cl i bi -; up t c 5000 f eet a hi ; h i n ; mcncpl ane , pcs s -
i b i l y a eb s ervat i on t y e vras s i ;ht d . l l l f ur mernber s o f t he f l i ht

f i re ! at i t , Lt s , l brai t h an l i l s cns f i r e be .n
t he ef f ec t i v e f i r e .

T e pl ane x pl d a as s een t c c ras h . 1 bi pl an e , appea red t o be a
trainer, was cbserv d and fired at. The biplane crashed to th Croun , n t •
it is believed fr bei hit but frcm bein, scared or ran intu the ar und.
Cont i nui n on d r i v r a t m ni um al t i t u e , Yel l ow f l i ; ht f i re i nt c w _
er l i nes , f ac t cry , t rucks an ca e v er an ai rf i al d bel i ev c l t c be Chof u
l i r f i e l :l . I t wa s r e ct an ul r ;r as s s t r i p i t h at l ca s t 20 ai rpl a es ,
Tonys, trainers an d cne en l e. Ca t. Gibson hit t ree trainers

obs e i n ; t he t c bur s t i t f l : e s . Lt . al brai t h f r cm 50 f e et s aw pi ec es
f l i n ; f r om t wc Tony s t; i s f r e hi t n:'. c s t r oy e . Lt . ri l s on cbs e rved

his fire tc hit twc Ton s ar un ? en ;ines, win;s and landin ear. Pl es
d i n burn but we r chew u by f i r e . Lt . ey er , ; ot hi s f i r e cn a Pat e

an bs erv ed cn e wi n; t r op t o ; r und . Nv f i r e Vras rec e i v e .
Fr c•r Chc f u f i r f i el d n T a Ri v er a nut her f i el was cr e s s ed . The

f i e l vras en t he s ut h s i de c f t he r i v er . . Tewer arke l y st cd cut . Tc
the north of the tower 15 trainers were observ l cn ;r und while tc th

south lay the main airfield. c cf the trainers were set .n fire anc des-
trayed by Capt. Gibsons fire. The caast was cress d inta Tokyc Bay etween
Tokyc: n Yckcha . Capt Gibson repcrts that he ebserved island j st cff

c f Fut t s u Sak i , I sl n ppear ed t be 50 f ee t hi h n 200 f eet l n :, an
ap ear ed t o e bui l t up wi t h f r es h e_art h nt : sh pe c f a t r unc at e pyr a . i d .

t l ea st l 0 1 3ndi n ; cr f t w r e bs erv ed s e r i n l y pr act i c i n l an n•
p er

aticns, C: ft were a phibious, tracked and carrie estim ted 20 en per eraft.
! t t he m ut h of T ky Bay, a 30 r 0 f cct barbe t ype shi p wi t h sai l

an carry me al t anks i n r .ar was s t raf e by Lt . eyer . Burst s hi t t ks
an cl shi p bl ew up.

: s h i p abcut 100 f : t 1 ng bel i ev ed Baker Tar e T pe wa s s t raf e .
A DD w s s i ;ht ed at 3 ` 55 ' N. L t , a n 137 •47 ' E. L n,; , at t i p of

peni n s ul a . I t f i r ed 10 r 12 r cun s a t l n ran ;e as ai r pl a es pas s ed .

C O N F I D E N T I L
- - - -
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Pa e f our : f 531st Fi ;ht er Squ dr n I i s s i cn Repcrt Nc , - 5•

Gr een Fl i ht Gr e n Fl i ht i n t ar et ar ea ncw c cns i s t i ng of Cap . Lia g
Lt . De Ri eux , C pt . end 11 Lt . ' . cl l ey . Pas s e ,t s u i i r i e l d be f cr e
i t a s s i ht ed , c t he f i ; ht c : t i nue r d s t r f ed a bar racks ar ea

ea st of t he ai r f i el d , Then t h ey dre pped t c i ni © al t i t ude a d fl ew
down the River valley, strsfin all th way. They hit severa fact-

ories and el ctric ra lway en ines n the val ey, then flew cut ever Tokyc
bay where they attack a 100 fcot at bottcm bcat in the ba . Several

sircra were seen burni cn Han eda airfield at the outh cf the ri er.
Lt . Yoc l ey and Capt , anni ng s aw t w Tops y s ov er t he ba . Capt . la ni nb

ade a pas s at ona and s t art ed an eng i s ok .n On a s econd pas s , i t

started t fall apart an c do . Lt. colley saw the plane lose alti-
tude, srnc , and head fcr the water. Capt. annin saw the other
TCps y :i n down, s c:ki nb , al s o . T i s ot her evi ent l y wa s t he one c l a i ed
by Capt. K ndall. T en the li ht headed for the rall point crossin
the peninsula s utheast of Toky Bay This fli ht reports cderate ;'

opp s i t i n , c ons i s t ng :•f bl a ck bur s t s at 10 t c 200 f eat s nd 2 5 :
t ra cer s . !ar f l as he s wer e s een n t he r c c pre s u bl y s r a l ar f i r e .
On t he re t urn t r i g, t 123 5, a l a r e , f i r e r .t h uc h whi t e sc cke was s e
ab cut 17 5 l es Scut h cf Ncj i a S ki a s t he l ,;ht p s s ed at 10 , 0 0 f e et .

Cover F i ht - This flibht ren ezv us d ith 29 n vi, tors over K ta
R ck , nd l ew t t he ral l y p nt at 10 , 000 f e et . .t t he r pc i nt t hey
c cver ed t he s ub . ar i ne . t 5000 f eet , d l e t wi t h t h© l as t 29 t h 5

other P-51s. Visibility in the vicinity c•f the rally pc nt was about 6

les,

5. , eather - ver t r et 6 10 covera;e, bases 5000 feet, visibility
6 l es . Enrout e - Hi h scat t ere cl cuds .

B. Cc i cat i ns - cod f r. pl ane t pl ne - Bad over Iwo, p: cr
rsa i bi l i t y ,

6 . Undet er . no .

? . 2 5, 5 r . unds cf 50 cal i be r ex pende .
G s C nsu pti n

6 . Ncne

-
St at a nt s

D RUCTI ON OF :.IRPL.: E " YRT" IN T E :,I R.

Stat ent of :.a or Harry C. Cr , Jr. 59669.
hile cr ssin Tcky B fro Yckcha a South E stward we (

pl ane f l i ; ht ) s i ht ed a I yrt hea e Nort h acr os s our c cu s e . I

pulled in stern a d fired thr e bursts w th cnly t•rr (2) s work-
i n et t i n h i t s t r i ht wi n r c t . The rt pus hed v er s I

pulled up to ri ht nc sec g it a ain. -
r

' ` '
Herry C. Cri , Jr.

aj or , i r Ccr ps o- 6 g669 .

Statement of Capt, Charles G, B tz, 79 60,

Af r he r na Ca . Cr i . Cal l n n b di t at c 1 -
I t urned t c t he r i ; ht nd s t art ed t c ake a he d n p s s at t he yrt .
I ob erv ed Lt , Dr i n n j us t pul l n of f f r :r t he ' t ar_

d Lt . F x
j ust e l o s i n ; i . Lt , Fcx s f i r e c e c l cs e t .

l f t wi g s c I
t urned t c t he l ef t and dcwn .n 1 s t s aw t he rt i n a t e ep s i ral

b : ut 50 f e et abov e t he wat er . Lt . F x s f i r e def i et l y caus s ev er e

. c ; t t he ,':yrt an i n e st i at i on •a s i npc s s i bl s f or hi r t c
l ev el f f s c l s e t t he w t er i n hi s d i v l t ' t ude .

a r e s , e s ,
Cap ai n, i Corps .

C ON F I D E N T I L .w4-
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J I D E T I A LC 0 P F
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Page Five of 531st Fighter Squadron ission No. -5.

State ent of lst Lt. Cecil C. Drinnen,
0-80bb36.

As we ca e of f t he t arget ar ea we s pot t ed a ai rcra f t on t he ea s t

s i de of t he bay and aj or Cr . ade a s hort pas s f i r ng a s hort bur s t . I

observed hits on the ri,ht .n root and right side of cowl ng the ircra t

did a violent pushover d .ia
jor Crim broke a ay an his wing .an

Lt. Koke

broke with h ithout firin then I fired the ro a nder of unition

at hir observin a f w hits in tail section. Lt. Fox then fo owed hi down

f i r i n at hi . ' ' -

Cecil C. Dr nnen, 0 8 3 ,
lst Lt., Air Corps.

State ent of 2nd Lt. Theodore H. Fox, U-2057

Upon l eav i n t he t ar .get ar ea I bec e s epar t ed f r o Sal t vrat r
Blue li ht and took nuwber four {4) positi n in Saltvrater Red Fli ht. A

bogey was si hted at 12 o-clock on a Northe ster head ng 200 feet over

Tokyo Bay . Maj or Cr i m f i r d a bu s t at whi eh t i e t he rt pus hed ov er a nd

leveled off at 20 feet. I f ed t ro (2) long bursts and observed hits on

the cockpit and ri;ht engine c lin at which ti e the plane started to

smoke and nosed over into tho ay. ,.-
` '

.
!

_
i ,Theodore H. Fox, -2057598,

nd Lt., Air Corps.

DESTRUCTION OF IRPL NE "TUPSY" IN THE IR.

State ent of Capt. Howard J. Kendall,
677051.

Upon leaving the Yokohama district I headed across To yo B y.
On t he s me c our s e about f our . l e s ahead i j or Cr . wi t h our P- 51 ' s ade

passes on one ene aircra t. Results uno'served.
L ckin, away to the west I saw, t about 1000 feet, a Topsy

fly strai ht and levcl on a course of app oxi ately 90 de rees.
By t hi s t r.e I had cqui red a vi ng n, Lt , DeR eux . We t rn d

i nt o t he Topsy head on . H© observed us and ade a di vi n t urn t o t he ri ht .
At about n 80 de;ree d©flection I was in ran e and fired clcsin to

about 50 yards break n away below and headin back on cours© of 1 devrees.
I f i r d about 50 t o 100 rcund f rcm ne : un i n y ri ght wi n, .
Lt . DeR e x c l a i r s t hat a s he pa s s ed by beh .nd e t r.e l e f t en8i ne

of the Tcpsy was on fire, the cockpit (ca in) rindows were shattered and the
fusela e riddled. He w tch d the plane turn cver n its baek and spiral

do n to the water. Ca t. Betz also in the vicinity saw the Topsy turn over

and c do n. '
C1 1 c

'

Howa rd J . Ke al l , 770 51 ,
Capt ai n , Ai ' Corps .

St at er ent of 2 d Lt . Ha ry H. DeRi eux , 0- 830 24 .

Leavin the Toky: - Yokchara district I cbservad three P-51 s

ead of ine. I was in the proce s of oini g an cne of these (which I later
discovered w s Capt. Kend .

l) hen I saw a Topsy 1000 f et ab ve us and to

t he r i
,

ht . Ca pt . Kendal l t urn d i nt t he Tops y whi eh al s c t urned i nt c i c .
I noticed stri es ab ut the pilots cc partment and in the le rcn of _ _
th Topsy frcm C?pt. Kendalls fire. I also tur d into the Tcpsy that was
by n w, c . i n dv m at ab ut a 4 5 dc ; r e a an 1 e . I ca e head on and i r ed , but

I di d n t hav e but t wc c r t hr oe r cunds c f f i r e f r o but one ., u . I obs erv ed

n re s ul t s : f t hi s act n . y pl ane came c1 s en u h t . t he t :ps y t obs e ve

t he vri nds hi el d s at t er od , hc l es i n t he f us cl a;;e and t ai l s ur f a c es , an d t he
l ft en ine s ckin;. I watched the Tcpsy spiral dawn t the water of Tck o

Bay roll cn its b ck and continue its dive i t
. w ter •

, .• s
H . eux, 6- 830 4

f •2nd Lt, r Corps.
C O N F I D E N T I L

- . .;
i
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C O N F I E N T I A L
- - - - - - - - - -

Page Si cf 531st ;ht r Sq dron i s si cn Noi - 5.

D STRUCT OIJ OF O E{1
.
)

.B Y 0 E (1
,
) HIG 'IN i ONOP NE ONE (1 ) TR .

St at e t o Ca t . red ck J , Gi bs on , 0 73 _
.. .. .._... _

l t bo 11Q0, e d l ef t Fu i San a d ve t r d 050 . e
c out over t h pl a s west of Tokyo. ur t me o V ct cr a o t , I

notic d a t n en n pl e at c•ut 4 eet, 5 a t the ri t at ane

o l ck The Sq dron Com a e , dis atc ed lue l t ta attack t is
Bo ie, but, Blue li ht f iled ta h ar trans ission. Cens quent i t

bei the nearest, e gave p auit, A quick cl mbi g turn to the ri ht
b ou t ua out upon the bogie t l, de d astern. F rin a trial bu st, I

saw the range raa corre t. I let go a three seccnd bu t, a d p eces af the

e c .ae af f . .s I pas s ed hi s l ef t s i de , I saw re st a t i n t he l e `

en ine and I no iced n holea i his fusel e. I coul 't see i the
indow on the side of the plane. I m de a cli b ng tu to the ri h

watched hi burn and c ash into th o . Revers 3 the ri t turn, I

s i ed f or a re oi a d I not i ced a onopl ane l nve t i at t he f i re af
the Tabby. I de a , overh ad, up sun pass but speed was to reat•
for a pursuit curve, consequently he received only insi i c t hits from me.
Cli bi tc the ri ht, I observed his plane tc cr h and bu n, w ch, I think,
as due to Lt. G lbra th' fi . Lo kin up I noticed a bipl e nvesti t-
in these t o fires while in a ntle turn t the left. Suc n n behind

hi , a ain spe d was too great nd ts were mea er and n the t

surfaces. P 11 n up to the lef , I noticed Lt, eyers d Lt. Wilson fir n
on his plane w ich crashed nd b ned not far fr m the other crash , •

• I
.

Fr rick J. i son, 73 450,
Ca t ai n, i Cor n .

St at e ent of d Lt . D e F. eyer, 0- 20593 5.

I f l i n g Na. 2 i n yel l ow f i t and hen Ca t . i b on (
i , ht l eader ) e a ch b ? t ur t a t he r i ; ht , I f ol l o ed cl ose t r ai l .

Inst tly upon beco in; strai ht a d level, I sa Capt. Gibson's ;uns f re
a short trial burst, then aed ately a longer b rst (apprcx ate y 3 to
seconds ) . Di r ect l y i n f r : nt f u and at approx . at e . 1000 f est was t hi g
twin ne bo ie, we ere dead astern. fter Capt. Gib on's burst and his
qu ek pull up I saw his hits the left en e and a fire st t diately.
sc there were arts fly off d b llet hol s in win roots nd

fu ela;e. I ahat a one tc twc seco burst, but 3id not abser e hita fro
uns, en r ge bec me tco sho I pushed over and ic ately oined

Caot, Gibson an lookin back saw the ene lane burn an cra to the
rcund, A ain we started do an d his t e after a monopl ne, believ tc
be a observaticn plane. s pla e was ve lcw, both Ca t. Gibaon nd

s l were clos n in ver f St on a ri ht hand curve of p suit. After
Ca t. " .bson shart burst I fired a short b rst obser ed sma l inconseq-
uent .al h t s , Then a i n oi Ca t . Gi bscn I sa pl e crash t o t he
r und and burn. Ap r ntly bein; hit by ther twc n i our fl i ht. I .

i at el y e a a st a ed a f t e bi pl ane, bei n on t he i s i de of Ca t . s
and cu ve of pur u .t I f i red a ox at el y sa e t i e ae l ht l eader o

uch l on er burst saw t rac er hi t l a e f rom una t hen a burst f o a
ancther plane belcw me, believed to be Lt. 6 ls n Never s w pl e a ain

until it had crashed and was bu in . _

e F. o er, 0 0 335,
. _ 2 Lt . , r Cor, s ._- ._ - _.-_----- - _ --- - •

St at ent cf l at Lt . John F, G brai t h , 0- 65 •_

The Squ dron l ef t t , u i on vect or af appraxi t el y 55o due t o
cl cud c over n: nse h z e . At su i was not s een arr we c t i nue n unt l t he
Squadr n C nder s a n ai rf i el at 3 o- cl ock l o . He c l .ed f or a t urn

C O P F I D E Id T I A L
- - - - - - - - - - -

-6-

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E0 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

C O N F E N T I L
. r

Pap,e Sev cf 531st Fi t er Squad vn .ss i n Pc - 5•

t o ards t he f i el c.,
(t he s quadr en w s t :: exeut e a l e abreast f ormat i on at

hi s t i e ) a s e ve t :w rds t he f i al t he Squa3ron Co a der t ol d e
f l i rht t c t ake t e bo i e whi ch e hi ;h ab::ut 2 0- cl ock f r our fl i ; t

i ch c ns i st e of Ca t . Gi bs on, w n Lt . I eyer , Lt . Ga .brai t h,
a Lt . i l s cn. YJe i m edi at el pul l v up i a cl b ; t urn t c t he ri t

a ter hi . As we were ir.d
icatin; 350 375 at ti e of u l up we rapidly

cl osed cn h . i a f ou l an e s t r i n f or at i cn. I observed Capt . Gi bs on ' s

e st ri ke t he e m,
/ C ab ut t he w root c cver t he f usel ; , t he

e ,
fC was sta in to b and as he turned tu the ;ht ut f contrcl

I blew off the ta l asse bly th a lon burst. I clai this f as des-
trayed by Capt. Gib on alcne. s I p led away fram this C he was burnin

f i ercel an eno ou f l e as l an as t he f us el a ; e t rai l ed behi n i t . Ca?t .
Gibscn and Lt. eyer pul ®d up i iately and sta ed in a steep ive tcw r s

a bri ;ht l y a nt ed ( cran; e )
,h

i n; n al ane, t hey ' ct h f i re at 00

def l ect i n ••e
t t i pcss i bl y a f ew hi t s . I f cl l owe cn i t f ro a 1©ss er l t -

i t u e , t he n c / C w s a pr xi at el y 1 500 f eet hi ;h, t a r n e of not

cr e t ha 200 y ds I o en f - 'e , l eadi n; t hree qua ers of e radi i

I held y fire on until he flew ntc it, the fire disinter rat d hi nd I •

ul l e u . I cl ai t hi s . C as es t r:ye . I ul l ed u ? I cbserve3 a

a al l bi l a e t rai ner at S c cl cck, Ca t , i bs cn f i r ed at i t a s econd r s o
later. I did not cbserve hits on this /C but di see it hit a hed srow d

burn . G, Gs .
J F, G lbraith,

14,
l st Lt . , : i r Cor s , .

St at ea ent of d Lt . John 0 . ; l s rn, 0- 7? 0 503 .

A f e s ec cnds a t e t n n; of f ou p o; l e; f rom Fu i , our
Squa r en be an i t s o er l et do pri cr t o t he st raf i n run over t he t ar et .
At that time a bc fe as called out, an the squsdron ce nder asked for

a f l i ht t c. c of f t o t he ri a t a d t ake care of i t . e had hi ; s eed and

sc cl os ed u on t he l ane rari dl y f r o i t s ri ;ht . It was cl i b n; a ee
was robal y .i t t l e ov r 1 0 t . Fal l ; t o a s t ri ; , cur f i t r.a e i t s

pass on it. Nc. 1 an a eared to fir about a 1 second bu t and the plane

started a clicbin; tu tc the ri ht, inta us. I saw nc b l t str kes•
o. 2 n fired a sho er burst d ;ushed uver, a d a a n I saw nc tr ke.
y l cent leader, No. 3 m n fired a lon burst n3 I cculd ses strike on
the rear nertion of the fuaela;e a ths tail ith pieces fl n off,
Fl asb s of l i ;ht c aul c be el earl y s een where t he ul l et s hi t , b nc f l e

as vi i bl e t c r e . I t s l e t en i e a 3 wi n were cbs erve t me . I st art e
f i ri n; a l i t t l e bef or e No . 3 n st c ed an f i re l abcut 3 aec on s , cl os i

t o wi t hi 7 5 yar: s . I c cu1 obs e ve s t ri ke r unc t he f o war t i on of t he
f usel a, e , ri pht wi n•; r oot nd en ne . I st op e f i r .n; t he pal e bl ew

u , as shculd be sho GS P fil s• The lane a^ eare to be n 01 DC-2,
p inted c ve ith lar?e red reundols cn win, an fusela;e.

Cont i nu i n a c l i bi n; t urn t r• t he l e f t , i n s t r i n ; , aur f l i ht

ade a s on a ot her pl ane , f l y i n ; nor t h . No . 1 3 No . 2 en e v er y

s h r t 90 ef l ec t i on , as s es , f i r i n , s ho bur s t . I s aw no s t r i ke t e
l ne s t art e a l y t urn nt o us , t c i t s r i ;ht . Nc . 3 r an f i r ed a burs t

and I ecul see the lash cf strike on its fusela e. I fired abcut a 3

s ec on bur 5t at 5c d fl ec t i cn , c l os i n t o abcut 0 yar s f i r i . I c ul d

obs erv e s t r i ke al an ; t he c ent er of i t s hi ;h si n: l e wi upc•n t he t of

t be f us el a; e a en; i ne c wl i n ; , cr t he crt i cn i r ec t l y b ehi
. t he en e .

I ce : s ed f i r i n when i t expl c e an:l pa s s e: about f i f t y f edt beh nd t he

c l : ud af burni n ; t er i al . The pl ane was a
_
h i ; h w on cpi r es e abl n,

cur ol 38 , . I t was ai nt e br i ; ht y el l cw or cr an;;e r .

T e third plane was a bi ane which we fired upon fro a ccnsider-
abl e i s t anc e whi l e t w s cl ose t t he ; r : un . I c s no hi t s o
an cne ' s f i r , but t he l ane crashe st rai ht i nt c t he rou an burned,

I c5served all three f these pl ss tc hit the ?rcu , t o .n
f l a es , : ne urni n r. edi at el y a t er . ,

9
_ „

ohn . w aon, a 7 0 3,
C O N F I D E N T I a L d t • i r or s .

-7-

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958

• - - _ . - - - I
__

C O N F I D E N T I L .
4

Page .ght of 5 t Fi ght er Sq adron s s i on 4- 5•

PRO A LE D STRUCTION OF AIR N "NA " N •

St at ement af 2 d t . D ]. F. ver 0 2 933 .
.. _.
'y g line abreast (spr ad out} w th Cap . Gibson we ca e ac oes

air tie d. I p cke out, dirsctly front of in , a pl ne c the grau ,
F o he ap a d to be a atey. t bu st a ort, then hug -

ng t he ground de a 2 t o 3 s bu st 6ood, observ n st ri kes on l a -
in st ts and e. F li to see if p a e bur , as xa ver n c-

es s t c p l up. Def i n t y d ged pl ne . N.
D .e F, y r, 0- 059335,

• d Lt . , r Car ps , . .

D TR CTION OF "BA G$
_

"
_

N T KYO BAY.

State nt of Lt. D e F. eyer, 0 2 9335.

A t er l i f or about 2 t o 3 i n es over Tok o ay I af t ed a
barge ith sa l on, but had la e et l tanks stern. I d a shor
burst an craf t ex de nd b d• st w e l nt o s t e of barge , where
the x osian n ire at ly st rt . ,

D F. ey , a 59335,
2nd L . , A Cor ,

D I CTION OF
_
AIR L NE "TOPSY" IN AIR._

St at e ent of Ca . l o d I . an _
9960 .

C i across a Top y n Tokyo 3ay I m de a front qua eri g attack

d obser ed s oke cocing fro s ri t e. the second pas I oaked

back d saw the pl ne coc a art a g g down,
I as a one attack n the pl ne but was caver d b th ee ther

friend . I d not see the I shot crash but cn c] b g to o n the
hado S I l ooked back nd saw n ob ect i n t he wat er i ch I as suat d as i t .

-f '
c d L. 0-79960 ,,

Capta n, r Corps,

Stat ment of C t. Charl . t , 0-79 .

Sa one Topsy t pe pl ne nd st ed a 'ter h . I then notic d

s o e of our pl anes i g a p s s f ram abeve hi . bel ow, I t urn d ax r,
ooki g back I saw a aplash the water near hers the Top y had b e fly .
The lead plane in the a ation, believed to be C lda n n was cl s .g in
iri when I last saw the Topsy.

` h rl e . e et , 9 6 ,
Cap ain, Air Corps.

Stat r nt of nd Lt. Wade W, Fehr, 0-2059261,
- _ - -

. . . . _ . .
- - - wCap . et nd I ere on a cou se o -

B y, ;'e were at 100 feet when we saw cne (1) opsy at approxi ately 0 feet.
e turned into it wh n we sa one (1) P-51 aki g a p ss on it nd noth r
P-51 some dista ce be i d. I saw the le en; ne oke as we ret n d to our

orig course•

.
( C
Wade W. F h , - 4592 1
2nd Lt . , A c a.

C O N F I D E N T I L
_ _ - _ - - - - - - - -

.
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O N F I D E N T I A L
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• . Page N e - 4- 5.
D TRUCTION OF FI E ( 5) I OU •
-

St t e ent of C F r i ck J Gi bs on , 0- 730 0 .

Div n do n to tree tcp level a er leavi g previcusl described

plare crashes. I fired on puwer ]ine , t o factory build ngs d sever l

t ru ks . Th s brau ht me bet wec t he t fact bu d n s , Ahead I c ou d

see an rfield :n which were pa k airpla e . I chose one for a
t ar t , f i red, but t he b st w s sho . R .s i s i ght s , t he e t burst

cau t t e plana sq rely, he burst i to l aes and xplod . e xp osion

car i d u f uel t c t a ae nt pl ne s h ch l so bu ed and cpl ded.
fter le v g this a fi ld, we hc y cate upo anothe one, There was a

r ow of t rai n®r t y e pl nes p rke nos e- t o- t a .l . P shi r, er a f i r g
bur c ught t he f d t wo d t hey bot h e pl oded an d.

ri ck Gi bs n, 730 50 ,
Capt i , r Corps.

D T CTION OF T O (2) . R L
,

ES "TONYS" ON ND.

st at ent cf l st Lt . J hn F. G .
a 6

i l e l onc t e ri ver 'bet ween w e e had t he e gag ent

and t he harbor a es of Yokoh a bs er ved a l ar e a i el d on t he l e
side of the river (g in dcw atre ). This air ield had a d st ative shap

which I lat r i3ent ed as C o u irfield. t the ex re e S: corner I saw
8 to 10 sin le en e fi, t rs park®d w ng to w a, they ap e ed to be
Tc s . I i edi at el y p sh d over an at raf d r cm 8 f eet d n t o appr x-
m tely ?5 feet concentrating ira on the t c an pla es, I obaer ed hits

al l over t he u el age nd w s . P ecea f l ew of f but no exp os i cn occu red,
thou ,h p ssibly the b rned iter I p lled awa . I cla these pl es as
de in tely nanop ational and irr p rable.

:
,
Jc F. Ga .bra

ith, 0 bg ,
lst Lt., l r Corps.

DEST CTI ON OF T (2 e. L d S "TOi Y" 1D "NICK O I V JGn.

State e t of nd Lt. John . ilson, o- oso3..
D g our strafi , r e passe cver a square d t a d r s

ai field with about a doz or more To y type fi;hters n it. I saw my

ele e t lea er destroy t o, withcut their burstin, into fl es and I s ot

on To , obs er i n? hi t s on t h ; i na, vi n; an l ani p ear , hi ch cru l e
on y s i e . It di d not bur . f ew seconds l at er, I shot up an I rv , or
Nic which was p rked o f the field. I saw hits around ita cockpit a d

,, n ; i e b t waa u ab e t o obs rve ent i e af d a; ® or i f i t burst .w
o n . i l aon, 0- 0503,

. 2nd Lt., ir Corps,

A TRUE COPY OF SSION REPORT:

, .-
- - ..__ L d F. ,

= ..
lst Lt., Air Corps,
:d ut ant .

C O N F I N T I A L
- - - - _ _ _ - - - -
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C O F I D B T I L
. r w r

Page tMO of 531 t 1 i ht er Sq . sa i s s i o e.
6.

S b Co. er Fl i gh
or So e t L. e li (aba tite}

2 Lt, Bill Grilfia
lst Lt. lbsrt B. i •

Lt. lo . Hice (abo i .)

Spa e l ght
a or C. Cri , Jr.

- 'f 0 r G.• oal ey ( abo i . e )
lst Lt. Ro e B. Moo

(s r i e}
2n Lt. J ck Co ts

Ti e of Ta o l s O O t o O S
O e r Tar e 1220 t o 1235
Ti of L d = 1502

Aborti.ess

Bl ne l o r ( 4)
, 2 t . o n . w l e s , o- 1o, f l sg P 1 ,

Seri o. 00 . abosti'e oa ts off. B giae t vt.

b Co er o e (1), o obert L. McDo al , 0- 95 . i

' P 1 , Serial Io. -6 6 , abo ti e giae tti ont, ac d 10 .

a e t o (2 , Ff0 r nd G. Bor l ey , T 3o35 , f y i g .
S r i a I o. - - b3 , o ered t o r eturn as s re . a sd 100 .

Sp ae t hree ( } . l st Lt . e t B. xood , SO6T22 , i y g
P , eri 80. b398 . or s ed o ret ra as s e. a ca d
100 .

b C er f o (4) , Lt . Fl myd . BSee , 2 21, l g
P D, S ri al Bo. - 6 13, sl or i e , a dn' t s p tp i t l ess

l a 200 s . i r ght bet . en 2200 a d 2 R [s . aae .
o 5.

I

Per VII I hter Coa . F.O. , P lt sp rss p3ns 5 s
t o ac t a s core r f r a i r- ssa s e b r i of t re 531st p t
S oa , o ed i h t s 2ad a 46t h 1i ght .er S dr s s a ss t o
co pose t e 21st P ghtsr r p alt of airc aft to e i e top

ao er ! or ai f t t he 15 i ght er Gronp at t g i e d

eya ea , J .

53 s t ht e r Sq ron i l nee rsre a i rbor e 50 t o 59 f roa
C at al Li rf i el d, I o J i T re a sed t h 29 . t ors

C O p I D B TT I L
- - - - - - - . .

- 2
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C O N F I D N T I L
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Pa e th ee of 531at Fi hter S adroa ission No.
4-6.

at o935, 110 miles N of Iwo Ji a and proceeded to target at 10,
000 feet

altitude. The navig tora and s bmarine cover fli ht le t fi htere 0

mi l e • of f ' t he Sout h c oa et of ons hu , t he f i ght e r a p roc d i n t o t h
E p e . Fou r ( ) f l i ght a ( 16 ) ai x t ee a pl ne s we at i t o t a r e t area ,
approachi o.er th entran e to Ise B .y, an turnin 2700 along the

outh coaet of onahu, earchi for a la d.mar
k.

5s.i g they were

misain the t .r t area th y revereed Course aad tl a ewept north alon

the west coast o Ise Bay p sein over kenogaha a irfield, re they

obse ved the 15th Fighter Group tra ing the ai ield, and ent on up

the coast abou 10 ni ea. Then turning back, t ey ade a strafing n

acrose k nogahara irtield and coat ued on south croasing the coast in

t he v i c i ni t y of t he t own of a i ma , a r r i v i n s t t he ra l l y p i nt .
at 1245. ll planea retur ed to Iwo.

aoachi aoga ara irtield from th I ,
Capt. alli ,

Blue
1S ht leader, closed on aa Oacar end got hits behi t coc it aad

into th e gine. The Oscar was obser.ed to creah by ae eral flight

nber.. Thi. action occuring almo t o•er the fi ld left Capt. allin

i a a ch a poe i t i o he wa e u .bl e o a c c o a h i s l i ght d wn on a
trati r . The rest of Blue fli etr fed s roea the field. On

tbe straling n Lt. Strau n s fire dama d a Si vsr Toay, Lt.
Pr ov o s t s f i re d m ge d t wo ( 2 ) Tf a i r c raf t on t he out we et c orne r of

tb field.
Yellow flight, 1®ader re orts ae ing an eet ated 50 single a

twia en ine pl n s on the fisld. On t e et afi pt. Lerie es+

troyed oae Ir ing, one Tany, a d amaged eight mors Ton .. Lte.
t on and Cr tchfield oba r.ing this action. Lt. atteoa set fir. to

small - tailed unid ntified aircraft in n han ar. A ba rac d s

powe line aro d th field al o were strafed.
Ca t. Benton obae ved 10 pl nes burni on the field, ap arently

the re ult• of strafing by the 1 th Group , snd also a largs ti n

an r and hop area. 1 l aa bei g cha ed by a flight of t e 15th

Group wae obaerved to erash u st southwe t of the ield.
Oa •ovth rom th ield, a factory and tr k on a b idge were

strafed, also a town was gi en burst whe e all ar s tire wae seen

comin from it.
Reachin the coa t in t e •icinity of a a,

Red nd Elue ti ts

s t r f ed a s a l l h rbor a re a . The re we r e maa sma l l f i ahi ng r f t d

one barge. lso R d flight re orts atrafi g two large car o ve els,
ooden and ab ut 2 0 foo lo , do them so da a6e. Blue light

repor t a at ra i 2 sh i ps and 5 i l e s o f coa s t a i a . Bot h ap e ed

o be about 200 f et long. One a ta r was .e n to ex lode ad w s
left in a sin condit oa. other wooden f eigh er aa le
b rni rioual .

Green Yellow li hts had turned Baet a d left the coaet at

akiri. Yellow Flight strafea a barge and averal sam ans. Green

light strafed a 150 foot cargo hip whicb was lready b rni d

C O I F I D E.
H T I I L

r r

- 3
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C 0 8 F I D E t T I L
.

Pa e lou of 531 t Fighter San dron Mission 1o.
6
.

a g towa d 8a ri. bu ning dred rae al o seen aboat le o!

shore. ot r T5 toot shi as tra ed a d de d.
Lt . Sc ot r of R d l i ght obser ed a avi e as t hey l e t coas t oa

t i r ay t o Ra l Foi t .
fire o er the l nd as me ger, inacc rate, ahine aa a s all

ar s Yire.
b cover l i h ar i ved at l ly Poi nt at 1205 . h s bo as

reac the above t r aced sub rine. One pilot ot th 15th Oroup
b cover fl3 t waa obse ed to ba l out at 12j0. Th s a ine ,

reache n from 5 to 7 m tes, t Lt. ritfin re or s o er ar

a coave s tion betwsen he supsrd bo an t e ®ar to the e fect

t t y sd a ived about a te too late. b cover fli ht ret r ed

wi h i ator .

5, . eatl r - er Target - ew Clo s, high an l sy,
4 to 6 le

v i s i l i t y .
B, Co ni ations - Good.

6
. II term ed. -

. nition 8zpended - 13, 00 ro n s of 50 aaliber.
soli Cons ption.

. Rema s . Sub cov er l e ader r por e t h rd a al l l r one
Cl oud o r t o anot r Cl oud o o e r f o h m t o t a on DII a nd t hat

th re l as no, that it ould brin t e Jap i Fo oe dow oa
t em. te eome ar eat DU as turne on.

Stste nts of 531at Fighter Sq ron ission 80. .

5 OCTI O ' I R MOSC " I i I .--
St at eat of Ca t . Robe t I , a l i n. 0 7 7 •

A. we a row d e ogabe i s #ol d l r om t he nor t h (J p i l 2 ,
1 5) si ted Os asv al eiles a t veli in sa e dir ction.
Closed oa hi and flred sevo sl b sts. P e es ere e n to f l off

ri ht wi a d b llett seen to go in o o p . I bro off n

a tl da t s ee wb t h r h c ra s e or not . 1 Fl i t e l ol l o i es r h

or h into o ad.

St at ement o a o rr C. C , r . . 596 9 •
-

Jus t nort h o t a i r i s l , I e Cap t . a].l i n s hoot i , a t aa
Os car . I t d iv ed i nt o th ro d , a ad a b g c l ou o f b .a k e o ce r os e
from the spot.

.
C 0 8 1 I D F T I A L

. r
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.C O F I D B T I L
r r r

Pa f i e o 53 s t Fi ht e r dr on Mi ss i on o .
6.

t at e t o! C t . i l l i a t o , Jr . , a 2 .

o or t oe niles o t o air isld, sa bo e r ed. tt
Capt . l l i on t h bo y s t s . I ss h s t ar s ot i , s d a t
Oscsr go ato a sl ht spirel di e, and ato ed t atil it t t

d, r s i t bl ew up.

UCTI0 0 ' 1 TO 1 II I 4RO l a D GI B H 3 .

St ea o Ca t . os s . L i s , 0 3
... _ . _ _ - .

Os a st a r on e gs s rs Ai r f i d I . t ra ed j s af ai

ae s , 2 t en i ed ai r sa t t f i rs ro p , abo t 4 s ar T s
in t 2 d o p , ad 5 si l r T s i a t b j d dro p. I observed
t aaers oin i to at least B a r a alth h I vnl s 1 o sad
1 t i n e i pl ans t o s t a s oh' an •

S at e nt o! 2 d Lt . Caa sd : t t son, S O.

I vas .f l r t hrse oei t i oa i 2e l o l t . e st s rt ed
o st r n r n on no a s i i s l d f roa t s nor t t Mhi a
b o t s ia p o tsl t to t .

C pt . Ls i . , he f l i ht l e r , s sl ort l y i n ront d t o t l ef t

of e .
8s et a t ed f i i ng di at el I a t i ced s t n n e p1s

st t o rs e h h I i d n i i ed t o a I i n . h l e, - .
e i s ad s t o t l et do t he r a f i r s t a gro ot a o t

ei ht To s , l ea i g on of t . I obssr d t hi l l e t r i
ai rl y sb t o t l I ef t s t e r tl l i a p o er t r .

T Fl i ht t n .
t r ort h, o ed oa t "dec and af t es

re h g oc s n e al i e o t hs r l l y po t .

St t ema oi d t . r l D. - C i i el . _ . 131.

hi l l i a ms c a st on eao a .
i r f i el d,

• p l 2 , 1 I s fl i ht l e der , -Ca t . L t , t e 1 Ta r ;o s
ro ss t To t t o l e . s t . i s so as t . a

at se e l ot To s , t re l t s ere ot ob e ed.

8 C I 0 "TO T G t .

8t s s e oi 2 t . Co ra I Mat t so . ; ;
8830 .

i l e s,t a n a c r t el d I a t ed o i e at a Ton
l oo d t.o ba i t t i st #de of a s . J s t f or. l i g p
ove r t he a r I ses t To st i at o l c .

C O p D T d
- - - - - - - - - -

r
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C 0 N F I D E N T I A L
- - - - - - - - - -

P e s i of 531s t Fl ht er Squa c on Mi es i on No : - 6
.

Statement of 2 Lt. Earl D. C utch ield,
Jr. 0-20541 1.

Whi l e f l i h t wa s , a s t ra f i r on Ake no a rs l i r f i e l d ,
pril 22 c, I saw Lt, Mattson core hits into a h ar and ob r ed smo
and fl e issuin from angar oor.

• • G TO T O T II N- E IN • I L ES ON GRO N .

S at em®nt o l at Lt . Char l ea Pr ov o s t , J r . , 0• 7 O914
... . . ._ _ . ... .. .. - - - -

I w n mber m n in Capt. llin e light. We eled off at 2500
f e a t k i a at r f i n run on t he • i r f i e l d f r om Nort h t o Sout h.f i r s t b r s t f e l l rhort of t h S co e r of t e f i e l d wh r I ob e e d
eome a T nl ne r . I ul l e d y f i e up i nt o wh t Y hi n we re t wo

ri n En i pl ane s e he l d i t t h re f or 2 or j ae cond . Di d not obs e r
r se as I diately went into evasive tactics.

• I E TO AI P "T0 " ON GROU .

St tement of 2 Lt. 8erbert S. Strau hn, o- 76 9T.

On 22 April 19 , w ile strafi targets on kenogahara A irfiel , I
observed tracere striki in the tight win root and cock

_
it eection

of a Tony. The plan® did not catch fire or e lode althou h I could aeei t w sn t g oi ng t o bu n I c onc ent ra t ed on t he en g i ne wi t h m t ra cer .
TTACK O 2 SHIPS 5 MILES SO TH O1 AMA IM•.

State ent of let Lt. Frank L. Se ou ,
J . 0 .

At 1230 I calldd out to our 3 pl e flight the t o vesrels at 1O 00
o clock to our cour e. I e e s str fing run on the200 foot ahip on the
ri ht obse ved hits idship. While takin vasive a tion leavi
the tar et I looked back anc observcd white ete m or Bmo e shooti higb
abo e the shio I h

.d stra ed a a heavy bl ck s oke evelo i other
ship. a or Crim an C t. Beaton h so ade st afi g att ck on the
e sel few seco de aft r my pass and I re oined th m sooa after they
c me of th target.

Statemeat of Ca t. Willia H. Benton,
Jr., 0- g6221.

•s we aoproached the 2 boats movin in on o ite directions, a or
Crim fired at the one on the .left, a d i fired on t one o t e right.It was b rnin about the bridge from Lt. S ymour' Pire, a fter sy
ae it w s bu ing from fo e to aft,-ap ar ntly an oil or g soline fir

I thea atrafed t e oth r, which had a large co umn of black w it
smok r i e i ng f r om i t . • e I p as ed ov r i t , i t bl ea up . • s I l oo d
back, i was definitely in i ing conditi n, and ths other wea b n-in riousl .

C O N F I D E I T I • L
r . .= 6=
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. O F I D E ? T I A L i '
•

. _ _ _ _ . •,
.. :

- .. 6 ri1; . p 9 g
l
i

HOM: Cc di Of f i e ,
5 3 s t Fi ght er r e A o ' 6

TO 1 Co' nd i ng Gener a Fi ght er Co ma d '; 0 86
.

T Com n
di g Of f i c er

, 21 s t i gh• e e 1 6
•

5 31s t Squ dr on i s yi on I1o . •-
21at i ht er ronp i s s i on No: 4• l
VI I Fi ght er Com a ci i s s i ori No • 1 32

i SSI O ORT
.

,16 P- 5 o
P,

Non

one ,2.
A.
B None '

3,
ighter Air raft of 21st ighter Group will establish a zone of security in

K noya a, K shu to protect a bomber for e approaching fror the south..

4, d Flight
Blue Flight

Lt .
Col , El mer oot h Capt , .

I l oyd L
, nn i n

2 d Lt,
Nade .. ehr 2nd Lt.

J mes F. ri ht

or Robert L. Don .
ld l t Lt,

Wi lie.m
J
,
Fenker

( ortive
)

2nd t,
John W

,
Cox ( bortive 2nd Lt, a ry B,

D Rieu

Yellow light reen glight

N
. or ar ry C. Cr i m, Jr.,

l s t Lt ,.
ber t . Moody

2nd Lt,
David M,

Scotford F 0 Ar .n
d G. Rowley

l s t Lt , Jo s e h . ,
Li nds a y • ' l s t Lt ,

L u i s C.
•

Sp i l l ma ,
J r .

( bort c

2nd Lt .
Theodor e H,

Fo 2nd Lt . J ohn . y l e s { bor t v e )

Sp e Fligh
lst Lt.

John . lbraith ( bortive) •
2nd Lt.

David C. Fuller
2nd Lt , Ri c : .r d B. ' ool e y ( bor t i v e

-
2nd t . .l e F,

Me y r ( bor t i v e •
,

ORTI ES:

Red f our ( )
, nd Lt , John .

Cox , o - 29941 , f l y i ng P- 51 0 , Se r i 1 No ,
4» ,.

63311. abortive, elly tanks fell off as he w .s
bout to taxi to t .ke off osition,

Gr e en f our { 4
, 2nd 7 t , J ohn i• yl e s , 770510 , f l y i ng P- 51D20 , Ser i s l No. .

• 000 , abor t i v e , whe l s wou l d not r e t r c t . •

S are one (1 , lat t.
Jo F• albraith, 0 68 81 , flying P 51D20,

Serial No,
4 .

3937, abortive, ret ned as s are.
Panca ed O 15,

Sp e t hr e e ( 3 , 2nd Lt . Ri c rd . • ool ey , 770 50 8 , f l y i ng P» 51D20 , Ser i al

o , - 63 6
, Rbor t i v e , r e t ur ned s sp r e . pa ncak ed 0 800 ,

l u e f our 4 )
, 2nd Lt . ar ry . Deg i e , • 830424

, f l y i ng P- 51D20 , Ser i al No .

. . 3674
, abor t i v e eng i ne ou d not t ak e l o s , su g e and v i br at i on , l os s of

ower on way back and cutting out. .. anca
ked Og35,

S r i al
1u e t r e e { 3 , l a t . Wi l l i e.

J . en er
,

92 89 g 5 ?0
, ,

_ o,
4 - 6395 3 . abor t i v e , r e tu rne d wi t h Lt .

De i ;
.

P c ed 0 83j ,

reen three (3), lst
Lt, Lo is C..

Spillman, Jr., 0» 07636, fl ing P 1D 0,
Ser i o , .

637 1 , abort i v e r o h engi e. .,
pa cak ed 0850 . :

_ _.- __.
_ - - - -- - - - - -- - -- _ _. __ . , - - -- _ - 0 2059335. f l ying P 1D 0 , Seri No. ----S . e f our i 2 Da.l e I . s er , . .

1 .6 , bo •t i ve , r tur ed i t h Lt . Spi l l m , .p nc ked 0 0, "3933

Ti e of Take of f - 06 1 t o 0 6 '
Over T rget - 145 to 1120
Ti e of l a d ng 1

, -

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L • , ;_ . . .. _ . .. .. •
.

i ,
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I
,

i gl r. m. d F. , , 1 a e s #g _
Sq .d a i n .d # h 2 d t gh dro ai r ea t o o o e t .2 :
F t r u : 52 a cra bo ovi de a z'o of a c r i :

_
s i ea o .:-. ct bombe c o t sout . ,

3i at i t r Sq d o i r l w r e a rbor 0 6 f rom t l
w Ji . r e dez s d w 9 avi t ora 10 mi s a. _s e o t

_roceed c oa c r e 1 - , 000 l t t o de ar oi $t rr f t e#
_

t +.
re f 3i e , , Bl , Yel l t , t ot a wel e 12 l a : r l . t :

-t r .
I n t r .'1 t o t 0 t o 1 OO f t s , ,, r

- . t + • -t r ol ; d t ea h w her # t t a r e.a we o l a era o s © i .o e -:
w 00 t o 2 , 0 f e .e

t i e a c. s we re obae ved e i dent l l n t

' t 6, 0: e et . o i i t er o ee ere s ee i n t a,

_ . w o ; obs er ed
: o e rou h a o he o e ce t nd l i t s re e o x `

.. t a t i o i at os i t # o f e r s obs er e . '̀ '-
_̀ g d. .a t a at • l ' , t t b t s were at .#n '

.=_ t o 1 ;a ret u t o ba e wi t ho t i u ent , . 1/ C l osaa ©r e we . -
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r i a , ,,3 p 9 ; . ;
, 7

M Co ndi ng Of f •, 31s t i ght er Sq d on ,
6 • '

.
T Co e d i ng Gen r al ,

I I Fi t er Co .n
d ', 0 ' 6

.

T Co di ng Of f i c er , l at Fi ght ©r G ou ' 0 6
• 1

531gt Squ dr on Mi ss i cn Na, g .
21 t i hter oup Miasion o. 11
VI I Fi ght er Co nd i s i on N . 1 3

MI SSION R PO T '

1. . 2 P o
B, l i rpl a es - To , 1 Sf E.

5hipping - 1 DD, j icket Roats.

2 4 8
R, i r l .ne B - NOns

Shi pp i n 3 Pi ck t oat l af t i n s i k i c ondi t i on .

3 ,
Fi ght er i r cr af t of 21 t Fi ght er Gr oup . . r ov i d f i gb r e s cort .t t e t arr

g et , T
.chi .wa i r s e :a l , Tokyo A e , J p .n

f or at t a ck i n •29s .

1
,

Red 'l i ght Bh e Fl i h t

Capt . 8 ober t , a l l i n Cop t i 7_l
i e . ent on Jr .

Capt . ,
G ov e r C

,
Say er 2n ? t o e t J , i cks on I

2nd Lt . P u l E, Sch r l s • t ,
g r k L.

Sey ou

2nd Lt .
Rex f ord .

P
.r i t t 2r.

d Lt , John M.
Wyl es

Yellow light Green light :
Capt. illia .

S ith l t Lt.
Robert H. ody

2nd Lt, Willi r N. Steeao 2nd t. Irvin P. Skansen

2 nd Lt . Co d E. t s n l s t Lt . .l ber t .
Da i s

2 d Lt . Bi l l y i f f i n 2 nd L ,
J ohn w. Co°

,

Spe r e 11ght b Cov ar l i gh

l at Lt „ C
,r l es r ov os t J , l s t 1 . Jo F . G

.i
t i h `

2nd Lt . g e rber t S.
5t r au ; n 2nd . a l e F

:. oY " '
,:

l s t Lt .
wi l l i e.

J , enk ar 2n ; J o n D, `. .s on '

2nd t ..
Roy . Shoe akex 2nd T'c . : t L-

T e of t e '- . of f - 0745 t o 0752
Sub Cov er Fl i h t o 3o :
Time over t get - 11 to 1155
Ti e of l c i ng - 1 1 t o 1 4 • • • -
S b Cover Fiight a.n

ded - 1530.

S r a oue 1 ) l t t , C:L r l c s r ov s t Jr , 0••; L0914
, . ri n P- 51D20 ,

. 6391 g , ebor t i v e , r ou h n e .r
d l o .ns i n ; po r : n t a,k e of f , '

Serial No. •

Sp o t o 2 ) 2nd Lt . Her ber t S, St r ugr. , ? 3397 + f i P 5 20 ,
Ser i l No ,

4 639 37 , or er ©d t o r et 'n s ap e b y F l l ght L
.d r C

.p
t , .

l i n.
P c .ked 09 30,

Spar e t r e ( 3 l s t Lt ,
Wi l l e J .

Fe nk cr , 0 - 6 " . l ' i n ' - 1D20 , '

er i a l No„ -639 5 or de r ed t o r et n a s s p .̂r e b y l .. :.
? 1 I :: :;r Capt . a l l i .

Pa c k ©d o 9 30.

Spe e f o ( 4 ) 2nd Lt 8 oy g . hoe k : r , 0 2o5 : f
.'_

i n P 51D20

,
Sor i e l I o,

4 639 4
, or de .r

d t n r t x n .s sp r . y F1 '. :.t p dcr C p t . i l l i n ,
Panceked 0930.

Sub Cove three (3 2nd Lt.
John D Wilson, -7? r. r 1 g P_51 0,

S r i al Do 63770 , bor t i vo , prop s t hr cwi ng oi l o w -l l d. Pa caked
935

NAR TIVE:

P er VI I Fi ght er Cora :. .n
F O.

4
, 1 6 P- 51Ds . d 4 spe.r s p].us 4 P- 51

' t o act . su b cov cr f or a i r s e r e acu e subn r i ne of t h 5 31at i ght er Squ dr o

o nod i t r t e 72nd a: 4 6t h Fi ght ©r Squadr ons a i rp l n s t o c o os e t he 21 t
F i ght r t u r. i t of 6 i r er .f t t o r ov i de eac or t f or 29 bvnbcr s a t t ack -
ing Taehi awa ir rse al in the Tok o roa,

Japan.

' .. - - - - -
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__. - - ____. _ --- - _{ --- - - -- - - -
; . . Q O N F i ;

,
T I A L

_ .. _ _ _ _ .. .' - .
' ' . .

1
. o t o . of 5 31 s t I i ht ©r g a r on Mi e i on o • .

. .

: •
•t o 0 2 f r o Cant r al

531et ightar Squo ran irplanas wor airborne
ors a

5
0g15 at 9000

i r f i s l d , wo i a . Thoy r en o ou : t h 9
,

f eat and r oc aded on cou r s e d 8 T u o t o epa r t r o poi n about 5 mi l e

s out h of oa t of Hon hu . 1 5t h i bht or , .nd 21 t i g t r p pl ane

c r cl ed i t o i ck ' b b©r .
9 bo b or s r o od t o pn eed t o

t t r at r ca, 13 h i ht er . o p l a nt n t i r et v i t h t 21at

i er u o1l o i g i i a e
Yel l o t aa nd t o f s l t at depa e poi nb a d et ey ri t h . t e

whon emo s a e eoan o i ; t r o ye l o r t e e c oo t . 'he r es t o e l ow a

l l o r e en 1l ght s t i en t l l i t o e boz t o t on i t h l an o
1

15

Gr an ent i o t get ea wi t h t h l e a t 17 , r o
r en li te obee ved o r i ti i© pi e a 12,0 toet, ab 1 0, p

i t e l y ov®r ' o ot t a o , bel oi v t o be a . - 51s o 15t h r p waa #

low t oo t he e 12 pl a er e o se ved i l l a o
of aont r ol .

e

oba d t o l l l ou t of t ho r o ppea r c t o bo ou

f i r s wa s ob ter ed s i t wae aot c o or st e het er p l . ee wer e ony r

ot er - 51s . Yel l o ©o t l i ght a t er peaet r at i t o e i t ance ot a t '

:u t ave b oon nor h of t ho T 8 i ver c . e co rs e t o 20 eg ees d c e

cut to sea o er ooast at Iro S d at . .
l u t l t s nt i n t h t he

t o
t

l l
i e

l
u o

2 r epo
r

e s i
r

l n 1115 to 1200 a o or b rgot ro 113 55
.

o B enor i r t t oo r •t a . t a t o i dea t . •
1 f o l i t r 6 oi ed t & l l y po at t 1 45.
l y sa s . cr at t e i ght od wore l o o ono i dent i i ed . o

. t i r e w s r oaei . e .
eat r over a - 4o t 1 no as visibilo at n all. i tol

over ca et t ops et 5 0 t . 1 o y ve aas t . Lbo S overaas ' s

ibi t l m ted, robsbl .aen e reyer
rec l ght re orts si h one v seel,

he dod r s t ab t 150 r .l es s t h e b
eo o t h o r o oh

b Oo e b# b.r r
_t r .l i nt at 1150 , ber t e v r e

a s
o

r '
t r o bl e . 'hey r e oa a t l i t ! ' 2 ou d o

oo er . t 12 t r o ol a l r o
a

i e
ht t t oo

o pio ot bos s a o h i w d

ai rpl s at t a kod t e p i o .ot b at s abo 2 e = h
t

i
o t e ,

a

pass e. wer e t l i n abr oa s • t ra i n
s 1 ea of t e

o h i l vt t t a i a at e bo t a. h i . p

s ps r re plea ed r.o l th ths e p lo s th e a ted a serioe

oi M o t o p t h eel T . i i oa t o ' t her bes r o

e p a boa t s a ea ed t 7 '6 s s ea pe p l ot as e . t t Oa r -l o g , oo .en , a a d w oa on i n t bo .
d o aove t o ar e , ea t t h i ok a e • , e oo

t
on

a t © ter. t ird , h adi
i h i t bo t s d the lett h •' o 'b r i t h s t ahs

, 1 r os sr e l e t a s i co t o .
ob. e ed

b c o o c l e l
a t

t
a t ho o

r
b ea oa t he

e O ca o i sh , o t s . 3

beach. it a p d a ro ss asu iicieat a ea or i

t o t e ot : -

, Waa t e r - e aca t t er ed a l o , ol e u . O g et a o s l a e a a

i an Tieibil , o he ov ec witb .o id o era t vit top at 0 0

f ©et . i s b l t bo e o eroa t i i od.

, o mi c t i o - s be on t o a l anes n t t t o t r ot •
` o b l e e a . i .• c e i a a n w b - a i ,._ ._ . ._ . .

t a t o t a get , r t get r a a ,
of r b . e i l e oas l t

1 d sno ee i es sd om t o o.

, None

. A i t i on azpen 3 0 r o of 50 a .l i b

• c soliao co u lon 7 9 ga on

, c - t sr t he . uboo or t l i t rot d i r o t oi s at t C oa .t r ee

pi a boat s , t u r i owe h i r ppaceoi s t i on b a o o .
lo o y Good o and oad .

.
C 0 2T I T I A L -
r r r r r r . . .

. .

2 •
- . . . _ '
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. - . .
- T-

. . . .

:

---- ,. . • .. ,
` C O h I D IJ T I .A .L •• .

St e t vnent of 5 31 s t i gh t er Squ dr,on i as i on No , S

dTT Cg OI b TS , LF IN L OF T EM I1 SII KING CGNDITION.
____. . - -.

St at enent of l s t Lt . John . •l bre i t h , C 6 g61

t 1200 , 30 Apr i l , wh i l o or_ s t i on rbov e l i f o rd aub r i a e whi ch w
i ca l

orb i t i of f I r o- S k i c n u v ros t of Ni i - Shi n .,
I ob rv ed .

de rk c yl i ndr

. ob ect two or thr©© ni1 s to th t I turn
e
t

b
r

ine
t
ca
l

ed
g
o eacort por

.i rborn© bo i o . I n I o s t n o h .l f n i . u t e I
dunbo a d s i d ,

n end y u ch i ck ns .
f t cr t hr a p i cke t bo t s op.d of ne .

n

ecknowl o g v h ca l l a d s t r t ed a c l i nb t o t he c l oud ba s © whi ch w
nc e ,l n©n

0 f eTt Q

bout 00 f oet t hi ck . h zo h ; bol ow t h c l ou s and of f r od c

t hr e v boat s whor e i n l i ne br oa s t , apr r og i t e l y of a n i l a ap .r t , he di ng f or

t he subr r i n s t .
i c p oe d u i n f r oc t h i r w.

k s . I t ol d e l onent l u .
d

:r , Lt . v i , t o t e t he boat on t ha 1 ©f t , y i ng .
Lt . Mey er t oak t he

e a l l a s i u l t ancous
i ddl o onu , l vav i n a o t he one on t h e t r o e r i ght . Wo i ra di at el y
t t ck f r or bow t o s t ar n , c l e i n t he de eka of

n t ho
o

s e co s s I not i c ©d

• i bcd u t o 2000 f e et and s e t up ot hvr pa s .
l ang r r ol vd o f prob bl y 20 on t he boat I s t r af od .

I t was r vv ol v i ng

Af t er obs e v i n ; t hi s g n I c . g ed 11 p .s s es t o r a
fr ely on ts nount.

.r
tvr attacke fro d 5 o clock. ho stack

d obsor ©d no
o
r
u
u

ne
firo e

: e pos i bl o f i r e f r on t ho n t t hi s angl e , .

. : , e f r o 6 t c 7 pa s s os , e .c
h r. a l t er n t i n on ev ery bos t , l cev i t wo boe.t a

: r .
d i n t he .:

t or •n u 'ni g f i or c ol y one bc at
or bi t ,

a
f r n

t
whe

r t
t wa

i l l

-. - .ng i r l os s _; . e r et u nvd t o t h subna i ne Wi t
; col u ns pf i t o s oko c ou l d b© s o n r i s i n f r on t l o bur ni ng s hi s .

, • . .
f ew ui nut es t he sub t ol d u s t o hi t t he t h i r bo t n as i

g
g

of l i f e wer e
t

, ' l l c oni ng .
Wo w©nt be ck d I l ooko i t er

'.de : t , t hen bl s.ck s Ok© w .s
i s i ng but t h pr op w s t 111 chur n:. s o we e

pa s s cs a i C on i t , t ©r i s at t . k i t at o e s•
d i i i

e l odi ng
t

on
r i l ot hou s e , I obs erv d t h ot h e t wo t t h i a t i ne ; e• Bot h t he ot hcr
c : e , and wa s obs vr ed by t hc sub h i ch .s ked i f e g n w r c f i r i n .

Lo<.t s w©r e ni ng f r o bow t o s t cr n s ot t l i ng i n t h wo t cr .
W© r et ur ns t o

tho sub, which subm©rg d at 12 j , lst t, ohn , lbraith

St at ea ont of 2nc Lt , al c . , 0 059 3

A t ,r err i i e t o o i g •t c s ot , e.n
d h .v i n c i r c l d f or 15 ni nut es ,

a war c .
l l od by s arke s 1 a d t ol d t o i nv es t i g t © 3 p i ck et bo t s he -di n

; t t ow .
d sub ( Darkeycs 31 )

. Cl i nb i ng f r o a ?r o i n t ol y 200 f aet t a 2 300

l i ght l oa d©r Lt , .l b .i t h , s ent el e ont
i •_ t we sachod t h© pi cket o .t .

. f der L ,
Do e i c a f t e r bo t on r i ght ,

wo t hon r . s t r ne ous at r f i t t ^cks

n indiv ual b ats fro bow to ste .
I a e 6 pasovs e d o served fire ur t

hen we left,
I c uld see the boat l sting

;ut followe by in ence bl ck s o' . We retu d to covor

..
d s nok i ng . I t he d c o l c c .;T

t opped .ny n v i ga t i on,

; : , bu t wer v s ent b ck out t c aL l e t e l y 1t one boe.t t .̂t wa s ap r nt l y ov

- v ery s l owl . f t er r k : n 2 ar e s s es , nd h l t i r t he cr
t hen l f t

o
s

ed

•- Darkc e 31 .
we r en .i nod f or 5 n nut os w l l su s ubnor g ed ,

..
12 : 3g f or ba s e . n Lt .

De.
1 . Mvy or

St t ec c nt of 2nd Lt . r ry B.
D i eux , g30

h 1 o o:•. sub c v or t r ol of f I r o Sek i on ns hu I 1 nd , t h© sub s kv
bou t

t o i nv es t i g .t c :r c a i cket bo .t s he di ng ou t t owar d t hc eub ,
Tho o t s ,

5 f e et l ong w r e c o i ng i n s t r i ng and i n ec t =
. e • I ,d a pa s on

t : o l ead boat l onb wi t h Lt , a l bra i t h a d t . ey er who e i ni t T
hQ

p
e s l t s

o
wor :

the oth©r two.
W© ade 6 or 7 passes apieco on tho thr e boet . _ -_ ___

Ono bos t bur i nt f i er c e l y c s t op ed i n t he w .t er . not hor 'ooat ni n

stop vd in the w ter, .n
d th third boat was snokin b dly.

Th sub .s
k d us

t a f i ni s h , hi : of f , nd he wa s l i t b .
Thes e boa s s o ned t o bv v ery f .s t

s.n
d t he l s boe t ha a s al l car • on nount od on t h bow, rh i ch t hey wer e nov er

::al e t o br i n i nt o a t i on ,
I wou l d u ge t hi s c .n on t : b e i n t h e 20 M or 37I

o inion were
c l s s r ount ed on a s : . , ' t hou t a s hi vl d , l l bo t i n

daf i n i t e l y es t r oy ©d , ' ; ,;

2nd Lt . r B , DeRi cu /
; /

C O F I D E N T I A
_ _

_ "
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