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Date of arrival and departure from each station ¢
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Losses in action: o (-1 |
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2nd Lt. Maurice F. Gourley Jr., killed in act.ipﬂ' nhi.&.pn-ﬁuort
Mission to Tokyo on 12 April 1945.

2nd Lt, Richard M. Long, killed in action while on Strafing
Mission to Suguka Naval Air Base, Honshu, on 22 April 1945.

lst Lt. Dave G. 8telling, killed in action while on Strafing
lMission to Suzuka Naval Air Base, Honshu, on 22 April 1945.

BEwards to and decorations of members of this organizatiom:

Negative.
Orgentuettonsl ehtangee:
Negative.

Strength, Persennel: J
a, First day of month: 67 Officers, 2.8 Enlisted len.
b. Last day of month: 68 Officers, 251 Enlisted lien.
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i,
Losses, eperationel: T o =
. m "‘:H
1 B-51D @ ()
3 n i %\
: DECLASSIREny - Et- )
D DIR 52009 I43 =Y
= = ﬁ\
./
~0
torical :‘Wt;li MFP'M !
JURN 1945
L
’ . 'p'ﬁ')'; - f‘:_ .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

S -

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

1 - 30 April 1945
On 6 April we were alerted for a long distance mission, It appeared that

the lonmg cherished desire of the Squadron to go over Tokyo was to be realized.
In the afternoon, Colonel Beckwith had & meeting and it was disclosed that
Tokyo was to be our target, although complete details were not available as
Fighter Commend officers were still in Guam arranging the flight and would not
be back until that night. The 47th was honored by having General Moore of the
VII Fighter Command, Colonel Beckwith and Major Kearney of the 15th Group in
our flights. That night at a briefing held at 2100 and lasting two hours addi-
tional details were revealed. Staff officers of the Fighter Command conducted
the briefing and it was attended by all the squadrons of the 15th and 2lst
Groups. The mission was escort of the 73d Wing of B-29's over Tokyo.

Briefly the plan for the mission was as follows: Fighters were to be air-
borne at 0700 and to rendezvous with B-29's over Kita Rock, thirty nine miles
north, at ten thousand feet. These B-29's, three in number, were to navigate
the fighters to Kozu Island off Tokyo Harbor. There the fighters would have
altitude and would pick up the bombers and start inland, After escorting the
bombers over their target, fighters would rendezvous with navigating B-29's
fifty miles to sea southsast of Tokyo and they would bring them home. Air-sea
rescue units provided were to be & DD ninety miles north of Iwo on course, a
DD two hundred miles out on course, & Dumbo three hundred twenty five miles
out on course, a Superdumbo (B-29) four hundred f£ifty miles out, a submarine
at the rally point southeast of Tokyo, & Superdumbo and submarine four hundred
forty miles from Iwo on course back and the DD's two hundred and ninety miles

from Iwo.
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History of the Intelligence Section,
47th Ftr Sq, AAF, 1 - 30 Apr 45, contd

After last minute changes, which switched the target of the 2lst Group
from Nagoya to Tokyo, the briefing was adjourned and details left to Squad-
ron 8-2's who worked in this Squadron most of the night preparing maps and
target charts.

At 0530 of the 7th, our pilots who were to go on the flight met in the
Squadron S-2's office for coffee and doughnuts and to receive target charts
and maps and survival handkerchiefs and to leave their bill folds and other
identification material, The mission had been planned so hurriedly that there
was no time for breakfast. Final briefing was held by the Group at 0630 and
preyer was offered by the Chaplain for all creeds and religions. At 0655 the
47th Fighter Squadron began taking off on this historic mission. In a matter
of minutes they were gome on the longest over water mission ever made by
fighters, the longest tactical mission ever undertaken by fighters and the
first migeion over the Japanese mainlend and over Tokyo by Army Air Force
fighters.

The entire formation was led by the 47th's Commanding Cfficer, Major
Piper, after Colonel Beckwith aborted. Over Tokyo Captain Down and It. Hin-
tem:l.er gshot dowm & Nick which was the first plane destroyed over Japen by
Army Air Force fighters. In addition Captein Down shot down a Tojo, Lt. Con-
drick a Myrt, Lt. Bright a Zekse, & Tony and one unidentified and Captain
Markham a Nick., The Squadron accomplished their mission of escorting BE-29's
and did not attack bogies unless they were attacking the bombers. On the re-
turn trip, lt, Frank L. Ayres was out of gas so be bailed out in an overcast
two hundred miles from Iwo., He was picked up by a DD after about twenty

2
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History of the Intelligence Sectilon,
47th Ftr Sq, AAF, 1 - 30 Apr 45, contd

minutes in the water and returned to the Squadron four days later. All other

planes returned safely.

The interrogation for this mission was held in a large air raid shelter.
A1l three Squadrons of the Group were present, Also present were the ramking
officers of the Fighter Command and Group and a host of flight surgeons, wea-
ther officers, communication officers, public relstion officers and photo-
graphers and everyone else who could get in. The pilots were tired, thirsty,
hungry and excited after the grueling flight. We provided coffee , sandwiches,
and pie and the flight surgeon furnished beer and combat liguor, The 5-2 sec-
tion having by this time become inured to working in a bedlam of noise and
excitement was only mildly surprised that they were able to write amother
mission report under these conditions. (See Mission Report 4=2 attached).

On 11 April we were again alerted for a long range mission and once sgain
the S-2 section worked feverishly to get information and maps out to the Squad-
ron, Briefing was again by Fighter Commsnd but was attended by so many peopls
that the Squadron had to repeat in detail for our boys. The mission was led
by Mejor Kearney and the primary purpose of escorting bombers was accomplished
and gix enemy planes were destroyed.

On the return trip we lost 2d Lt, Maurice F, Gourley, Jr. ome of our best
liked pilots better known as "Moe". He bailed out over a DD due to oil leakage
but sunk before he could be picked up. Captain Betner had a trying return trip
as he experienced vibrations so severe that at times he could not see his in-
‘gtrument panel and would have bailed out if he could have found & rescus ves-

sel, While four hundred fifty miles from base he was vectored to a DD by
3
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47th Ftr Sq, ALF, 1 - 30 Apr 45, contd
navigating B-29 but was wunable to locate the DD which was actually non-exist-
ent as there was no DD where he was vectored, 8o he flew all the way to Iwo
by himself preparsd to jump over each DD only he could not find them, Having
no DU e flew a vector to Iwo, '

On 16 April a fruitless mission was made to Kyushu in an attempt to de-
stroy planes which were raiding Okinawa. Over Kyushu a thick haze was en-
countered reducing visibility to a few miles and making impossible a run on
the target which could not be located. As & result of this mission briefing '
technique was cheanged to allow each group to brief their own pilots. Also,
each mission report carried comments made by pllots as to inadequacy of maps
carried which for this mission had been prepared by Fighter Command. For
tunately all our planes returned.

On 19 April this Squadron was high cover for a fighter sweep on Atsugi
Airfield, Tokyo area. No enemy planes were encountered and all our planes
returned.

On 22 April a fighter sweep was run on Suzuka Airfield southwest of
Negoya., A thick haze was encountered and there is some doubt as to whether
Suzuka was hit or Akenogahara, the alternate target. However, the 4{7th, led
by It. Colonel Spain, did strafe an eirfield and destroyed three planes on
the ground with one probable and four dameged. Also, three planes were de-
gtroyed in the sir., 24 lLieutenant Richard M, Iong was shot down over the .
field and lst Lieutenant Dave G, Stelling was seen to parachute and hit water
at the rally point but was not rescued.

On 30 April an escort mission was run to Tokyo but the bombers were

4
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ﬁ;taxy of the Intelligence Section,
47th Ftr Sq, AAF, 1 - 30 Apr 45, contd

never seen. The entire fighter formation was about fifteen minutes late
in getting to DP, The 47th was at eighteen thousand feet and patrolled
from Tokyo to Fujis without ever seeing an ememy plane, All of our planes
returned safely.

Frevious to this, on 26 April, an escort mission over Kyushu was run
but again very bad weather was encountered. There was a solid undercast
up to fourteen thounml feet and an overcast from eighteen thousand up.
Squadron went in be'ttaan these layers and escorted twelve B=29's from tar-
get back to rally point. The main force of bombers was never seen and no
enemy planes or flak was encountered, All our planes returned safely.

During the month the crying need for more i:ie‘turaa of Japan was our
greatest one, At first none were furnished but later they began to trickle
into the Squadrons, The mammoth briefings tried at first were not too
successful especially on fighter sweeps on new territories as on these
migsions intensive study of the target and geography of the area is needed.
Later in the month as Fighter Commend quit trying to brief all the pilots
and more photographs were received the situstion improved.

Squadron S-2's prepared strip maps for all except one mission and this
took quite a bit of time, The biggest worry of Squedron S-2's was recelv-
ing complete information as to route, Air-Sea rescue, etc., in time to pre=-
pere maps for Squadron briefing., This situation was also somewhat improved
by the end of the month.

Interrogation continuss to be a problem as yet unsolved. Flanes are
parked sbout a mile from the shelter used for interrogations and the mini-
mum time for pilots to get to imterrogation was one half hour. Arriving at
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L7th Fighter Sq. Mission #4~2
7 April 1945 cont'd.
Take Offs 0655 Over Target: 1040-1130  Pancaked: 1430

Squadron began taking off at 0655. After flights formed they
headed for Kita where the overcast was at 7 to 8,000', Col. Beckwith's
oxygen system was out s0 he returned to base after turning the mission
over to liajor Piper. Gen. Moore's gas switch was stuck so he turned
the flight over to Major Kearney and returned. Major Kearney and the
element were separated in the overcast and unable to effect a rendez=
vous with the mission. Major Kearney returned and landed. After
rendezvousing with the Navigating B-29's the Squadron was on course
at O7L45 at altitude of 9,000', Lts. Mitchell and Ryniker from Red
Reserve joined Capt. Obenshain's flight and Capt. Down and Lt. Bright
joined Capt. Betner's flight. Capt. Pepin and Lt. Bjorseth followed
the Squadron for 145 miles but were unable to join a flight so they
returned to base. Ten minutes later Capt. Betner returned with his
wingman because of rough engine.

Rpm. settings were from 1750 to 1900 with from 34 to 35 inches.
Trip to Kozu was uneventful and only island seen was Sofu Rock. Over
Kozu at 1020 Red Flight climbed to 22,000' orbiting. Picked up B~29's
and headed inland at 21,800', 6,000' over the bombers.

Over Sagami Wan at 1040 a Nick encountered 900' above climii ng
in the same direction as our fighters. Red Flight chased him for
2 minutes, was just getting into range when he Split 3 and dived
away. Red Flight stayed st altitude to protect the bombers. Turning
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LTth Fighter Sq. Mission #i4~2
7 April 1945 cont'd,

back toward Tolgyo, 4 Tojos were seen coming head on. They were 1500*
below and painted dark green. When % of a mile away they Split S and
dived away. Red Flight held on to ai.tit.uda over the bombers until
Major Piper's engine quit directly over bay just off Tokyo. He headed
out to sea and his engine caught. Element had been separated. Major
Piper and his wingman headed to Rally Point, leaving mainland at 1130
spotted sub which was easy to see. Capt. Powekl and Lt. Ayres continued
over target until Lt. Ayres gas got low and they went to Rally Point
Joining Red 1 and 2. Orbited point until Lt. Ayres had to leave.

Came back with B-29 Cyclone Charlie Speed 210, Two hundred miles

from Tokyo overcast fram 7,000' to 200'. Flew in this for one hour

on instruments. L. Ayrea was runnihg out of gas so he bailed out
while 200 miles from Iwo over Warcloud. The overcast was down to 100!
and Lt. Ayres buzzed the DD and pulling up into the overcast bailed
out. The DD called that they saw him in the water and then that he
had been picked up unharmed,

At Kozu Rock, Yellow Flight climbed to 20,000', picked up bombers
about 600' below and headed in toward the mainland. Vhen over the coast
a Jack was seen flying diagonally across their path from the West.
Flight tume;d into him and all 4 planes fired. Hits were observed in
right side of engine nacelle and right wing. He Split § at 500' and dove
away. Flight did not follow. Jack was dark green with surprisingly
large meatballs. Four Nicks passed 6,000'" above heading toward the

WETTIDLLL DDy
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4Tth Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. #4=3 '
12 April 1945 cont'd.

GREEN FLIGHT: Capt. Betner, Lts., Balak, Stelling, ¥cComrmick.,

PURPLE FLIGHT: Lts., Hintermeier, Elliott, Brunette, Long.

RED RESERVE 31 Capt. Powell, Lts., Dibelka, Bjorseth, Heintz,
Fights as they actually went on the mission:

FLIGHT: Major Kearney, Lts., Tyler, Trodahl.

YELLOW, BLUE, GREEN and PURPLE - Same as above.

Time of Take Off: 0755 Time of Landing: 1602

Time Over Target: Over Rendezvous: 1130

Landfall: 1150
Over Target: 1215-1236
Landfall: 1300
At Rally Point: 1305
On Course: 1315

NOTE: Times vary with each flight.

Flights began taking off at 0800. Capt. Powell's engine cut out
and he did not,take off., Lt. Heintg could not gain altitude and almost
landed in the water, His fuselage was blown off under the engine and
he managed to land at 0810. Lt. Bjorseth and Lt. Dibelka followed
formation for 140 miles until 0900 until reserve was dismissed and
landed at 0930. Lt, Baldwin's Rpm's would not reduce after clearing his
engine and he left formation at 0905 and landed at 1000.

Flignts rendezvoused with Navjgating B-29's at Kita and were on

course at 0845,

Sl 0x 42 Lady

2
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47th Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. #4~3
12 April 1945 cont'd.

RED FLIGHT: Flew to rendezvous point 13,000'. Climbed to 20,000'
and left rendezvous point at 1140 over first group of B-29's. Land-
fa}l at 1150. Weaved over bombers until just beyénd turning point
when they ran into a single Nick going in the opposite direction behind
and below them, Went down for a tail shot by Major Kearney and Lt. Tyler.
Hits were observed and the Nick started smoking and went straight down
for 10,000' trailing smoke. The flight pulled up and 2 Nicks were seen
behind and below. A 180 degree diving turn was made and Major Kearney
and Lt. Tyler fired at the left Nick and saw hits..The left engine
burst into flame and it went striaight down trailing smoke. Lt. Trodahl
saw it hit the ground. One half each for Major Kearney and Lt. Tyler.
Lt. Trodahl fired at right Nick but was out of range. Red Flight
pulled off and saw a Zeke at 10 o'clock slightly above. They closed
and Major Kearney fired a long burst. Hits were observed and he started
smoking and flames were seen in left wing root. Lt. Tyler took a burst
at him as he went down. Lt. Trodehl saw him hit the ground. Returning
to target area took & vector to rally point., While on the way 4 Zekes
were sighted behind, 2 apparently tried to chase but didn't close. DU
was used to rally point. Landfall was 1300 and were at rally point at
1310. Ceme home with Cyclone Able. Landed at 1545.

YELLOW FLIGHT: At rendezvous point with bombers, climbed to 22,000'

and was on course to target at 1115 over middle group of bombers which

3
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4LTth Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. #4~3
12 April 1945 cont'd.
were at 15,000', Wing tanks were dropped at landfall at 1200. Lt.
O'Mara and Lt. Grover observed a Nick to the right and below. They
made a 90 degree to stern pass and fired a 3 second burst. There were
hits on wings and fuselage and the right engine burst into flames and
he fell off in a steep spirél to the left. The right wing fell off and
he crashed into the side of a2 mountain., Flak over the target was moderate
seemed to be above the bombers. No bombers seen hit, Were over target
at approximately 1230. Just after turning saw & Nick at 4 o'clock.
While 75' just in front of Blue Flight out at 22,000'. Majot Piper and
Lt. Vorton turned to the right to go in on him as he started a dive.
They got him in sight at 100 degree deflection shot and followed around
to 10 degrees. His left engine began to smoke and small pieses came off
the left engine., A small fire started between the left engine and the
fuselage. They pulled up and came in again. He was ina vertical dive
and the Major and Lt. Worton fired a burst until their air speed reached
450 mph and they were down to 17,000'. Other planes made passes but
Yellow 1 and 2 were first on this Nick. The plane was last seen going
straight down with engine on fire. Just beyond Fuji Mit. Major Piper
and Lt. Worton turned to rally point reaching landfall at 1300. Two
orbits were made and left rally point 1315 with Cyclone Baker and 15
other fighters. Landed at 1515.

After becoming separated from their leader and shooting down the
Nick, Lts., O'Mara and Grover pulled up and joined Blue Flight staying

PEXEIDENL LAl oy
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LTth Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. #4~3
12 April 1945 cont'd.
with it until a bogie was spotted 1500' below headed NW. They were
unable to get within range so they returned to Omae Point and took a
vector of 170 degrees to the sub. ket formation of strike force and
bombers over sub and T sguare 41 pulled out and brought them home with
14 other P-51's landing at 1550,

ELUE FLIGHT: Rendezvoused over Kita at 0820 and at 10,000' on a
vector of 350 degrees headed for Dragon 32. After orbiting for 20
minutes over rendezvous point at 24,000', B-29's escort ;tart.ed on
bombing run at 1150, Escorting bombers over target area Elue 3 while
weaving back and forth over bombers at 22,000' observed a Nick at
1200 o'clock and at 90 degrees to his course and approximately 500!
above, Blue 3 then climhed and turned on the Nick's tail, firing from
approximately 850'. Hits were observed on the right engine as it broke
into flames, Blue 3 then made z second pass on the Nick observed at
the same time pieces flying off., The Nick was then seen to go down in
a vertical dive and smoking. This was the only enemy plane observed.
At 1300 Blue Flight headed for rally point with strike force,

Blue Leader observed flak over target at 22,000', It was intense
but inaccurate as to lead. Flak. was observed at bombers height.

About 290 miles from home base Blue 2 called to his flight leader
that he had an oil leak and would soon have to bail out, BHlue Leader
then took his flight over to Vigilante at 190 miles from home base.
Lt. Gourley, after cirecling Dumbo 2, bailed out at about 2,500', hitting

5
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L7th Fighter 8q, Mission Rpt. #4-3
12 April 1945 cont'd.
weaving over the bombers when a Jack began an attack on the bombers.
He saw them diving down on him and pulled up into them and then rolled
to the right., Lts., Stelling and licCormick rolled to the left on his
tail and closed on him. ILt. Stelling's windshield was covered with oil
and he could only see through a spot he had made by sticking his hand
out and wiping. At the second burst particles flew off. Lt. McCormick
was also firing and saw hits. The Jack (or Tojo) nosed over and was
last seen going straight down., There was no smoke. One Jack damaged.
Lt. Stelling and Lt, McCormick pulled up and saw a silver Jap
making a pass at the bombers. They turned into him and he pulled off,
never closing. Continuing to the rally point at 21,000', they saw
B-29's and fighters at 13,000', Started for home covering the flight
gradually losing altitude until they joined the flight 75 miles out.,
Capt. Betner continued out to the sub and joined a B-29 on course.
Capt. Betner experienced severe vibrations of his plane for 15 minutes
g0 great that he could not see his instrument panel. The vibrations
continued every few seconds and the engine would not run on right mag.
at 250 miles out the B~29 gave them a vector to Dragon 34 but he didn't
go because the distance was too great., At 350 miles the B=29 gave him
a vector of 70 degrees and distance of 30 miles to Dumbo 1 with infor-
wation that the destroyer was there. Although not shown on our map,
Capt. Betner took this vector and searched for the destroyer to bail
out. He went down to 1,000' but couldn't find a DD. Visibility was
5 miles. Taking a vector of 170 degrees, flew all the way to Iwo Jima

7
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LTth Fighter 8q. Mission Rpt. #4~3

12 April 1945 cont'd.

by himself, a distance of 450 miles. He contacted Dumbo 2 and Vigilante
on the radio but couldn't see them. He would have bailed out over
Vigilante but couldn't see him, He then contacted P-6l's who confirmed
his vector. He had by now decided to sweat out the ride to Iwo Jima

and did not try Auction. Landed at Iwo Jima at 1600 with 40 gallons

of gasoline. Capt. Betner had no DU,

Capt, Betner had seen three planes in flames hit the ground
between landfall and the target although he did not see who knocked
them down,

PURPLE FLIGHT: Took off from Iwo Jima as second cover flight for
Sub Dragon 2. After rendezvousing over the island with B-29 (Cyclone 1)
made a vector of 355 degrees and between 8,000' to 10,000' headed for
Dragon 32. Cyclone 1 brought flight 40 miles due West of Sub. After
locating sub at 1250, they orbited over it for 25 minutes. Purple 2
had previously released his wing tanks at 1150 so he only orbited with
the flight for 10 minubes leaving it at 1500 and returned to Iwo Jima
with Cyclone Charlie pancaking at 1330, At 1315 Purple i?, 3, and 4
left sub at 1315 and returned to base with Cyclone 21, pancaking at
1600.

During the patrolling there was no enemy sighted.

5. Ae. Weather - Overcast 9,000' on way up. Very haszy over Japan.
Vis. 4 to 8 miles,
B, Channels jammed, too crowded.

8
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K7th Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. #i3

12 April 1945 cont'd.

6. None

7. 7,462 gals. consumed (aver, of 4l4.6 gals. per plane leaving aver.
of TL.6 gals per plane.

6,875 rds. of .50 cal. ammo expended.

8. All pilots mentioned that route over land was too long making flight
last over B hours for most., Suggest return ro rally point be shorter
route. Commnications channels were over crowded. Sufgest DD be more
on return trip. 16 planes cannot detour to take one plane to DD, lany
of the other planes are low on gas or have other troubles.

Major Kearney commends Lt, Trodahl who flew second element alone,
for always being in perfect supporting position. Also Major Kearney
strongly recommends that something be dome to releive continuance
of gun stoppages. Lt. Trodahl had only two (2) guns firing and Kajor
Kearney had only (4). According to all information avaiable to Squadron
there was no DD at the spot where the B-29 vectored Capt. Betner and he
managed to return to Iwo Jima only by own initiative and the grace of God.
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L7th Fighter Sq. Mission # 4=5 ! '

16 April 1945 conmt'd.

Lt. Bjorseth's engine cut out on take off. Lt. Ryniker's right
wing tank would not operate, Lt. Stelling had no hydraulic pressure.

Flights began taking off at 0934. Left rendezvous point at 1030
on course at 11,000 feet. The 2lst Group was 45 minutes late and
Squadron had to reduce speed losing gasoline and time. Arrived at
rendezvous point and had to orbit waiting over target area, Visibility
2 or 3 miles at best. Elements some times got separated from each other
in haze. Squadron orbited over Ariake Wan and westward. Could not see
target and did not know where it lay due to insufficient briefing.
Heard 45th Fighter Squadron call that they were going in but didn't know
where as they were in the haze. Squadron had become separated and co-
ordination was impossible. Squadron continued to orbit never seeing the
target or any enemy planes. Were confused as to whether they were over
Ariske Wan or Kagoshima Kaiwan., After being in the area for 25 minutes
and not being sure where they were, where other squadrons were, or where
the target was, Squadron returned to rally point and then to Iwo Jima.
There was no flak and no observations. At 200 miles from Iwo Jima, a
78th pilot bailed out. B-29 and all planes orbitted. Red Flight saw
PBY Dumbo off in distance and brought him to area. Another Superdumbo
on way. Lt. White's engine guit for 3 minutes and he lost 2500 feet. It
caught but ofly would run at 2500 RPM and 45 inches. He came home with
Maj. Wells at L50 mph. B-29 with about 60 planes continued to orbit
pilot so all P-51's left and came home on thelr owm.

- - -
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47th Fighter 8q. Mis # &5

16 April 1945 cont'd.

5. A. Overcast 200 miles out up. Extremely hazy over Japanese main-
land from 6,000 ft. down. Hazy on return trip up to 6,000 ft.
Overcast 200 miles out.

B. 0.K. except for individual failures. 2lst Group heavy on B
Channel.

6. None.

7. 6,627 gals total used (average 414 gals). 71 gals average left in
planes. No ammunition expended.

8. Briefing inadequate. Map inadequate. No contours shown on map.

Essential for strafing mission on new area that sufficient notice be

given to study valleys, mountains, rivers and general lay of the land.

None were shown on the strip carried. Not sufficlent time to study the

field and it's AA positions. The Squadron depends on the Squadron S-2

more than anyone else to actually study these items with them and the

Squadron S-2s were not given any dope until the last moment and then

it was incomplete. Some pilots did not receive strip map until takeoff

time and as mentioned they were entirely inadequate on the target area.

All pilots feel that they took off without sufficient preparation.

After Dumbo arrived on the scene and another on the way, pilots
believe B=29 should have brought them home instead of contimuing to
orbit the area where 78th pilot bailed out and letting them come home
alone.

It is essential that both groups get started togoqt..hu' on time.

GHHEIDEE D Lk
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Esm FIGHTER GROUP AAF

A‘PIOI # 86
17 April 1945

MISSION REPORT

L7TH FIGHTER SQUADRON MISSION # L=6
15TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION # 4~8
1. A. 8ix (6) P-51's of the L7th Fighter Squadron.

B. None.
2. A. None,

B. None.
3. Strafe and Dive Bomb Shipping in Futaml Harbor, Chichi Jima.
L. INVADER RED FLIGHT: Capt. Obenshain, Lts. Dibelka, Cameron, Frick.

INVADER GREEN FLIGHT: Lts. Baldwin and Ryniker.

Take-0ff: 0930 Time Over Target: 1010 Pancakey 1059

Capt. Guanshain. Look off ot 0930 with six ships picking up 3 P-51's
from 78th Fighter Squadron and 3 P-51's from the 45th Fighter Squadron
and continuing on course at 0935. Flights proceeded to Chichi Jima at
10,000 feet. BSusaki air field observed to be inoperational. Approxi-
mately six cargo vessels, 100-150 feet long, were observed in square
246 B. Invader Red Flight made & strafing and dive bcmbing run from
10,000 feet and all bombs were seen to hit in target area but no direct
hiﬁa were observed. A second strafing run was made from NE to SW and
hits were seen along coast and buiding area in square 245. No retum
fire was observed.

Invader Green Flight circled five miles off shore with Josephine.
Flight rendezvoused 10 miles south of Chichi Jima and retumed to Iwo
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47th Fighter Sg. Mission Hpt. #L~7

18 April 1945 cont'd.

on this run. No hits were observed because of poor weather. HRed Flight
recovered 4 miles West of the island at 7,000'. At this point Hed
Leader observed a vessel in T A 246G which was about 350' long. No

AA was received on the mission.

Yellow Flight because of the cloud coverage the original targets
could not be seen so the buildings in T A 245H, I, M, N, R, 8 were
selected by Yellow Leader. On the first run all but Yellow Leader
dropped their bombs and strafed the target through a hole in the clouds
starting their run from 9,000' with release at 4,000' passing over
the target at 350 mph. Contimuing on Yellow Leader picked out Susaki
Airfield for his target. He circled it once, On the second pass he
dropped his bombs and strafed also through a hole in the clouds from
about 8000' to release at 4OOO' at the same Yellow 2,3 and 4 strafed the
airfield, Yellow Leader observed hits in T A 212X. OUne plane was
observed in T A 198C on Southwest corner of runway. Rumway appeared to
be inoperational. No AA received.

The flights reformed 4 miles West of the island at 5,000' with
Josephine and proceeded to Iwo on a vector of 210 degrees. Pancaked
at 1503.

5. A. 9/10ths cloud coverage - Visibility 5 miles.

B. GCood.

6. Unknown.
7+ Ly598 rds. .50 cal ammo. expended

Sl L2 & R EEDEy,
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L7th Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. #4-8

19 April 1945 cont'd.

8,000'. Fifty miles from Kozu they climbed to 15,000' and arrived &t

Kozu at 1105. They continued to climb in overcast to 17,000' when it

was seen that there were clouds on up to above 20,000' so the Squadron

let down to 15,000' just under the clouds. Were over target at 1120,

The target could be seen but due to haze the Zlst Group was not seen.

Squadron continued to patrol over the target area in mutual support

formation until 1145. Area covered was from kit. Fuji to Yokohama with

several orbits over Sagami Wan. No enemy planes were sighted. A flash
of light as from a mirror was noticed from Hiratsuka and immediately
afterward 9 black flak bursts were received 1500' below. Sguadron

DU'd to rally point arriving there at 1155 at 10,000'. Returned to Iwo

‘Jima without incident at 230 IAS. Capt. Brunette's engine was running

on one mag so he left Squadron with wingman at Kita and came in with

landing piiority.

5. A, Overcast on way up at 9,000' for 300 miles. For 200 miles clear.
100 miles from target another overcast. Over target overcast
from 15,000' to above 20,000'. Broken clouds at 5,000' and above.

. Hazy - Visibility 10 miles.
B. 0.K. ' except for individusl failures.

6. None |

7. 6,223 total gas consumed (aver. of 366 gals per plane, aver left

in planes 122 gals.)

8. Nome

2
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L47th Fighter Sq. liiasio—n Rpt. # 4=9
22 April cont'd.

RED RESERVE: Oapt. Bright, Wagner, Ryniker, Sidebottom.
Flights as they went on the mission:

and GREEN were the same.

YELLOW FLIGHT: Capt. Down, Lts. White, D., Ayres, Sidebottom.

BLUE FLIGHT: Capt. Karkham, Lts. Jones, Ryniker, Locke.

PURFLE FLIGHT: Capt. Betner, Lts. Wagner, Stelling, Kinsey.

Time of Take-Off: 0825 Dep. Point: 1205 Over Target: 1220-1230

Rally Point: 1245 Landed: 1530

8quadron began taking off at 0825 and was airborne at 0832, Lt.
litéhell returned and landed at 0900 with rough engine. Lt. Ryniker
took his place. Lt. Balak returned and landed at 0920 with a rough en~
gine. Lt, Wagner took his place., Lt, Kriss returned and landed at 0930
with a rough engine and Lt. Sidebottom took his place. Capt. Bright of
Red Reserve was released and landed at 1000.

RED FLIGHT: Red Flight joined up over field at 0835 and proceeded
to rendezvous with navigating B-29's at 0925 at 10,000'. Red Flight pro-
ceeded uneventfully to Departure Point at 1215, Lt. Condrick ran low on
gas and returned with Lt. Fitzgerald to orbit with navigator B-29. At
1240 orbiting with B~29 Red 3 saw one (1) pilot bail out hitting water
1/2 mile toward land from sub, The plane landed close by and sub was
seen heading to position. Due to haze at landfall Lt. Col. Spain and
Lt. Long let down along shore to 5,000 feet trying to get oriented. Then
headed North letting dowm to 3,000 feet and recognized river to the left.
1t. Col. Spain spotted target and proceeded East of the field in a

AR e
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L7th Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. # 4~9
22 April cont'd.
northerly direction and dropped externzl tanks over the river. At this
point, 10 miles north east of the field, three Jap single engine fighters
were seen heading north 5 miles to east. However, Hed Flight continued
to turn to the left and made a strafing run on the target. The plant
was strafed NE of the field from an altitude of 50 feet. Hits were ob-
gerved. Three Tojos were strafed on the airfield. The wing of one Tojo
blew off and damage wae seen to' other two. After passing field, Lt. Long
was missing., Red 1 still on the deck continued along the coast firing
at buildings and hit & power line tower morth of Toba, He then turned
east over the water firing on a 200 foot surface vessel and observed
several hits. Turning to the north he fired on a dredge observing
several hits but no damage was observed. He then proceeded to Rally
Point cliobing to 10,000 feet and headed on course for base at 1240.
Lt. Condrick and Fitzgerald joined flight at Rally Point. At 150 miles
from base on return flight, one engine on Navigator B-29 burst in flames
and Red Flight returned alone to base and landed at 1515,

YELLOW FLIGHT: Flight came in on Suzuka directly from the north
flying west of Yokkaichi coming in on the deck at 450 mph and firing on
engine assembly plant first hitting the largest maintenance buildings.
Capt. Down strafed the buildings in the center of field and then hit a
Tojo taking off observing the wing blow off and the plane starting to
burn. Hit personnel just south of field. Lt. White after hitting the
center of buildings, hit a twin engine plane believed to be a Nick and

hits were seen on the plane., He then strafed and observed hits on a
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L7th Fighter 8q. Mission Rpt. # 4~9
22 April cont'd.

I

Zeke parked on the field and personnel. A number of planes were seen
parked in the SW corner of the field but he could not bear on them.

Lt. Ayres after strafing the buildings, hit an unidentified plane in
the NW corner of the South field observing hits. He saw several planes
burning in revetments f.o the west of the field. In the SW corner a
silver Zeke was parked with motor running but he couldn't get on it.
Lt. Sidebottom strafed the buildings and then hit a Tony parked outside
a revetment to the west of the field and it burst into flame. When
half way across the field Capt. Down saw hits on Lt. Long's plane. Lt.
Long pulled up in a 40 degree climb with engine smoking.

The entire flight proceeded to the coast on the deck strafing
buildings. Capt. Down hit several soldiers in the middle of a road. At
the entrance to the bay they strafed a small gun boat and left it amoking
and sinking. A radio station was observed on the island at the entrance
of the bay. They then hit a dredge and left it smoking. Climbing to
8,000 feet they arrived at the Rally Point at 1245. After one orbit,
they came home with a B~-29 whose engine started to burn when 100 miles
from Iwo Jima, so they DU'd home and landed at 1510.

BLUE FLIGHT: Leaving Departure Point flight let down to 4,000 feet
over land. The flight proceeded north of the target seeing two single
engine enemy planes at nine o'clock and 2,000 feet above. Flight pro-
ceeded to target and lost sight of enemy planes. A strafing run was
made from 6,000 feet from north to south with squadron in abreast

formation. Hangers and buildings were strafed from 50 feet. Intense
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47th Fighter Sq. Mission Ept. # 4=9
22 April cont'd.

Later on, as the flight was finishing the run, Capt. Hintermeier
saw a Tojo directly in front of him and as he closed in on the Tojo
the second or third burst caused it turn on its back and fall to the
ground exploding as it hit the ground. Lt. Baccus also saw the Tojo hit
the ground and explode, The flight:strafed buildings all the way to the
coast and reached Rally Point at 1245. Landed at Iwo Jima at 1520,

PURPLE FLIGHT: The flight went from the departure point to the
Rally Point with the B-29's to cover the sub. Arriving there at 12,000
feet the flight began spiraling down over the sub. At 8,000 feet Lt.
Kinsey dropped his wing tanks and overshot Lt. Stelling going under him.
Making a 360 degree to get back in formation, he lost the entire formation
in the haze. A parachute was seen below by all of Purple Flight, probably
Lt. Stelling, although Lt. Kinsey thought he saw the chute before he lost
the flight. The parachute was seen by Capt. Betner and wingman to hit
the water and sink. The sub arrived in about 5 minute and the Super Dumbo
was directly above. No call was ever heard from Lt. Stelling. Lt. Kinsey,
after being unable to find flight, climbed to Rally sltitude and unable
to contact Lt. Stelling on radio, returned to Iwo Jima with a B-29 landing
at 1515. Capt. Betner and wingman joined two B-29s at 1300 and landed
at Iné Jima at 1530. Capt. Betner's radio was out for almost .the entire
flight.

5. A. Extremely hazy over the target. No clouds, visibility 2 1/2 miles.
B, Comm. O.K. except for individual failures.

6. See paragraph 2. Strafed engine assembly plant and buildings on field
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4LTth Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. # 4~9
22 April cont'd.
and between field and coast. Sunk small gun boat and left dredge smoking.
Strafed personnel on field and adjacent areas.
7. Ammo3 15,039 rds. .50 cal. expended.
Gas: 6,897 gals. of gas consumed (18 planes) Average 383.1 gals. used
per plane, leaving average of 110.3 gls. left in each plane.

8. Capt. Moore of the 78th Fighter Squadron reports that he saw a P-51
crash on the field in flames. He reports that he saw an object leave
the plane 500 feet which he thought was the pilot. No chute was seen.
Another report has been received that someone in the 2lst Group saw a
P-51 explode on the target. As Lt. Long's plane was the only one lost
at the target, he is listed as killed. Verbal report has been received
that Boxiite 31 reported that the submarine was unsuccessful in picking
up pilot in the water. It is not known if the submarine picked up a
dead body or none at all. Therefore Lt. Stelling is listed as killed.

Squadron was not entirely convinced that they had hit the right
target, but on examining photographs they thought that it was Suszulca.
Target was too narrow for entire Squadron to go over line abreast.
Green Flight was crowed off. Pilots thought the briefing had been

complete but that the haze 'screwed up' the mission.
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47th Fighter Sq. Mission Rpt. # L-14
30 April 1945 cont'd.
started on course for target at 1215. Arrived at target area and found
the undercast solid and no sign of the bombers. Squadron patrolled
over the entire area from north of Tokyo to Mt. Fuji until 1145 without
seeing an enemy plane. Left landfall at 1200 and arrived at rally
point at 1210 at an altitude of 10,000 feet. On trip to rally point 9
B-29's were observed heading over Mt. Fuji at an altitude of approximately
20,000 feet. Blue Flight received one flak burst SE of Mt. Fuji which
was accurate as to altitude and would have been in flight if course had
not just been changed. After leaving rally point on course for Iweo Jima,
wing tanks were dropped. Due to excess gas consumption of 2 planes
Yellow Flight asked B-29 for faster return trip and came home at 300 mph
landing at 1402. The rest of the Squadron returned at 270 mph and

landed st 1430.
5. A. 3/10ths scattered clouds 4 to 8,000 feet to mainland. Undercast

over Japan 10/10ths from shoreline inland, at from 7,500 to
9,000 feet.
B. Excellent except for individual failures.
6. None.
7. Amwo: 1443 (used to clear guns and drop tanks)
Gas: Total consumed - 5,637 Average used per plane - 352.3 gals.
Average left per plane - 136.6 gals.
8. A1l flights commented that Navigating B-29's did a good job. Red
Leader requests that B-29's in pairs at fly so far apart. The two

he was with were 10 miles apart.

£ 4
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Squadron Mission No. 4-12 26 April 1945

Escort over Kyushu

1st Row - L to R= Lt. June, Lt.Tyler, Lt. Frick, Capt. B_mnet.ta,

Lt. O'Mara. Lk o
Row - L to R~ Lt. Wagner, Lt. Cameron, Lt. Bjor 4

b Lt. Seanlaz,l, Lt. Klessig, Lt. Van ngt.

rd Row = L to R~ Lt. Grover, Lt. Rymiker, Lt. Mitchell,

2 Capt.. Poweil, Capt. Bright, Lt. Condrick,
Lt. Baldwin, Lt. Weaver, Lt. Worton,
Major Piper, Commanding Officer.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EOQ12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

& #
Oy

Squadron Mission No. 4-9 22 April 1945
Strafing Suzuka Airfield, Honshu

lst Row = L to R- Lt. Fitzgerald, Capt. Betner, Lt. Lomg,
Lt. Balak, Lt. Kinsey, Lt., Stelling,
Lt. Condrick, Lt. Schroeder, Lt. Kriss.

2nd How - L to R- Lt, Wagner, Lt. Mitchell, Capt. Markham,
Lt Col. Spain, Lt. Locke, Capt. Hintemmeier,
Lt. Van Zandt.

3rd Row - L to L~ Lt. Jones, Lt. Baccus, Capt. Bright,
Capt, Down, Lt. Ayres, Lt, D. Vhite,
Lt. Eyniker, Lt. Sidebottom.

o
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Lt. Ayres and Capt. Down being interrogated by
Lt. Sanders.
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Lt, Sanders interrogating Lt. Baccus after another
Fighter Strike.
Lt. Baccus is describing how he shot down a Jap.

Squadron Mission No. 4-2 7 April 1945

Escort of B-29's over Tokyo
Lt. Baccus, left,welcoming Lt. Ayres,right,back to Squadron
after being rescued from b out in water.
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Squadron Mission No. 42 7 April 1945

Escort of B-29's over Tokyo

Briefing of the Fighter pilots before the take off of
i first mission over Tokyo

g

=

ey

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

Sulphur pits near Motoyama Village and 3rd Airfield _
' Operations Tower g
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Entrance to a Jap cave in Northwestern part
of the island

One of the many high ridges on the
Northern part of island
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Coming down from the top of Mt. Suribachi
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Third Airfield
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