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I n t he f i r t mo nt h o f c omb a t ope r at i o ns , t h e 58 t h

i ght e r Squad r o n f l ew 3 l 5 s o r t i e s f o r a t o t al o f 1 13 6 f l y i n g

hours. Of these,
87 sorties totalling 318 hours, was Combat

Air Patrol off the island of Iwo Jima . q were ehort range

Fighter Strikes against ground installation on a and

C i ch i J i ma i n t h e Bo ni n , t o t a i l i n g 9 1 hour s . Th e b a l n c e

of 1?9 sorties being V iseions againat the Japane e E pire

for a total of 907 ou s. Only 51 of the V eortie were

ucces$ ul in reaching a target ,hile the remaini g 128 ere

t ur ne d b a c k i n t h e ma o r i t y o f i n ° t an ce e c a us e o f we at e r

fronts between thia Pase and ths Jaaanese home islanda .

e mont h o f June b r ught t r a e dy t o t he Gr oup a nd

Squadron in the loss of our Deputy Co ander, Lt Col H . J.

Scandrett and 2nd Lt R . V . ar ey of the 5$th Squadron, who

failed to return on what later developed to be a weather

mi sion on 1 J e . Retur in3 pilots reported a front starting

a t appr ox i mat e l y 2 hou r e o f Ba s e i n wh i ch z e r v i s i b i l i t y ,
extreme turbulence, and heavy rain was encounter d . The oup ,
Squadron , lights and Elements bec me separated in ost

instances, and straggler returned to Ba e for the better p t

o two hou a, as sin les, in ira, and in fli hts, ma y o

the men u ing 3ead reckoning, conventional hom.ng and DU 's as

well as navigational ship assistance to return to Base. a

whole, both the 6th G oup , the 21 t Group and tne 1 tn

Gr up s u f f e r e d t r a ge d f r om t h i s ab o r t i v e mi s i on . 2 an

lesaon were learned however, but not without the exp e of
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I . .' - de t oy d by the following Officer ;- Lt Vaughn Sowers, 1

a ; Lt Ray ond Fe l d , 1 Fr ank ; Ca pt Pe e r i o i ck , 2 uni d e n-
tified sin le engined fi hters; and 1 unidentified single

engined fighter by Lt Henry J . See ers. L Edward H . rikes

also claimed 1 enemy destroyed and t is claim was later veri-
fie by unnery filme, making a total o six for this

mieeion .

On 23 Ju e the boys ha a "heyda " with destruction

of fighter sircraft by Capt J. . Ba er , Lts Jack A . Kelsey ,
E n S. Stu rt, Roy W . Kempert, Harold G. Davidaon , Va ce A .
Iiddau , r k H . heeler, M x E. R ble nd G. . La bert,
with Lt Stuart getting two victories in the air, one

d ag e d a nd o ne p r ob ab l y d e s t r c y e d . Lt Dav i d s o n , o n t

miesion , added a probable to his one destroyed . A intereet-
ing incident resulted f om thi i sion when Lt Ruble's wing-

man, Lt Wilhelm Peterson , following Lt Huble throu h on i

"kill '
, eaw the enemy pilot bailout and his chute open directly

ahead of hi plane. hough an attempt was made to avoid the

parachute it bla keted the prop in front of Lt Peterson 's air-

craft and obviously "Watanabe" ha quite a letdown .
4n other misaiona to the Honin ; on 28th Ju e

mission , a strafing run on R dio Station 6 or Susaki irfield,
Lt F. J . Pilecki successfully ducked Japanese machine fire

but came away carryin a slight dent in his ri t wing oot and

a broken windsh eld ass f om the encounter .
Other than the tragic loes of pilote H . J . Scandrett,

d R. . Ha vey , the accidents for the Squ ron con iated of

- 3 -
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a miseion , on land down ind fou d hi bra es inop t e a d

su oee u ly , t the l t moment, g ou looped th plane at t

south est e of the runway and ucceeded in sa ing the aira t

from ma or d age b strik ng eome b rrele and crating stack®d

o n t h ® no r t h i de o f t he nway , t h e o d a a g e t o t he r pl n®

being the amp® age . One pilot, Lt Jo Sch ltz, on J e

xh le attempting a hi c os - i d t eoff, drifted to the north

ide o the nwa be ore bei g a rborne , d in attemptin to

avoid rading eq pment in that c n ty pu l d the plane of

the n , atriking one o the trucka, oau in on® of the ®a-

ternal tan e to explode , cau ing the plane to cragh into an e -

ba k ent. Lt Schultz owe h s life o the fast action of th

cra h and f cr and to th emergeney tr®atment ven by

pt H . J . elin , $qu d n li ht S rgeon . '

Lt mond l d , r e t ur n g om mi e i on on 10 J une ,

xh le m ng a "hot heel la ding etruck a rou spot in th

r unway l e l a .i n g b e i nd an ot he r ai r ar a t , no s e d up , dam n

fo bledes o he p op .
, -

,
Lt ack S . Westb ok ucce a ull walked awa ro a

" la er" hic ca ght
.
fire xhen he as forced to ma ® an e

ge n cy l a d i n g on e l d 2 b e c au e o f e n i n e t r o u l e .

Sevar l 1® ona hav be®n learae in lyi g ea ety

om the diffioultiea experisnced during t f ret u 1 month
,

o f t a c t i c a l op e r a t i on s . o Lt I a r r i g ' s ® p e r i a oe o

brea ing o the e lector alve in att®mptin to cha e ta ke,
it a be n r com end t at t e pilot ®ithar carr pliere or

.
- i-
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/ ' •r ' a e n ch o aome t p e t o t u t he c on t o l od i P t s co nd -

tion is enoo ntered . The accidente have also b oug t out

lectures f om Operations on the mean nd facilitie of

a erti auch i hapa in the future .

eee acc dents aleo b roug t about what is po sibly

a new record for an engine change on the P-51D . U der Lt

Franci N . Hinea of the En ineeri g Section , T/Sgt D . S .

or s®ly , S/3gts G . H . A en , • E . M cCoy and Sgr . A . A on on

ma e a co : e t e e n i n e c u e i u a P- 5 1 D i n 2 ma n o u a . Th e

eng ine was removed and placed with a new engin and runup

oheck or p efli t m ade 10 u a t er wo
.r
k commen ced , the

plane b ein " low-timed " 12 hours after the ob w as started .

Engineering ha al o contributed to mainLe on the g1 -

eig t
, Lt Hines no t only co pleted a circuit dia r and i en

clae es to all Squad ons of the (roup u on maintenance of the

ight b ut h s, th u channel8 , uggeated improvement , one o

wh ich has b e n inetituted in the Group . Al1 Group aircraft

now have the eight wired th u the master witch rather th
q. ,...thru a •a et r switeh . T is obviates the possibility of the

p lot , who at be t is occupied with other thoughts of equal

importance, of failing to tur on the gunaight s tch . A

UR h a s b e e n s ub mi t t e d o n t h e ap r i ng d r i v e and u g ge s t o ne

offered that mo e oil be used on sights sent to thia theater

in order to pr vent ru ting, and fu ther, that a di ferent

drive aystem be de ised for the ai t to increase it 's effic-

ienc .

A this theater and this Group i one of the first

to use the K1 A sight it has been u geated by Lt Hines, an

ha be n ound to be an aid in maintenance in this Squ ron ,

- 5
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t at a chec be de o the si t rather t n the 10 -

,
o epl aoe ta t a 8 ght , xe a e i e ed b Orc -

.Ar ent., a e ee n 2 o r o o eration rit no replace-

teat s a .abl e and .nt enanc e re s t r i ct i o pl ac d n ;

" t he s i ght s x t i t quadr o x oh p x ent
.pr oper oper at i on .

The . er i n e at i on al s o uc aes e ].l aoapl e t ed a 1 u

i ns e t i on ao l e i n l
. ou ch i s f as t t i me on t h s, ® . ,

a .r r a f t .

O d as and ent ha e enoou ter eome d '-

aultie but ot ithout s cese ll, ro isi to offs t

e t age s and una l i b i l i t y ofm at ®r l d equ ame t . B®-

cau®e of the neoe ity o n e ou moves, di fioulty a beea

enco t e rs d i n ob t a an ar ea s u t b l e f or t he e ae s a y .
b om d p , u pmeat a ot b een ava l l e t o aon

struct entra ae d ez t r .wa s n ce sa beaau e o pr -

. _ mi t y o f pr e t b o b du p a e a t o per onnel a u mat er i e l

etora e ar as.6 ,
T n nee8 to t of both th A and t e

. -J
ake e ne eB ate i p c ie g o the p rt of our perso -

nel . T/S t . L . ar e 8 co truct d a c a n is , aim liar

t o ' t h t b l u e , f o pa o f a J ap e s e 0 d al

o t un. e r e ucaessfu ly holda the motor o the ro et
- .

x t e f n a be a b e a ® at t ached . Bu ge s t o ,
.

t oup , e b e o f f e d. b t i Se at i on t o h s r e .
qu r f r r i c d e i o t h 8 r e l a t i l y ns e u p t I

a l o ®qu e s t s h e b e e n f o ra d t o s p e e d p t h e e upp l o D
_

r oake t a che . h 8 Squ dron u t ort nat e y l oat t he ® l y

t h e roc e t eq p. a i r cr a ` b t ran er , an on p l ot
. ., . .... -
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Co mu icatlone s contributin to th education o

not only the Squ dron pilot but to pilots of other organiza-

tiona thru the ma u actur® of a DU operatio a train®r . nder

t h e s u e i a i o o f Lt R. r ant ,
/ S C. E . Ba r , T/ Sgt s G. L.

Sauck and I . N . auga an , and Sgt P . D. Madden a e canetructing

with th use vf alvaged materi l a d DU equipment, opera-

tion DU trainer xhich imulate an a rcraft in horizontal

l i t and c a b e c on t r v l l e d f r om wi t n o d e r t t c ou r ae

a l t e r at o aan b e ma e f or f i l a r i a t i on i n t he u o

etandard DU e uipment . T i Section ie not, however , without

it ' di ficulties in rad o aintena ce, althoug claae e e

continually being iven a co unications in truction ven

a t e a ch b r i e f i n g o n DU, I F , a nd t he SCR 522 C . d Se t , t e

a i r c r a t e qu p e t a und t o b e qui ppe d wi t h an i n e r i o r

condeneer, one on wh ch the voltage rat ng is too low to ca

the urge load . In addition to the aot t t a 0-60 olt '

co e n e e r i e n e e de , t e auppl y p r ob l e m i s b d , i n t t e up pl ,

Jle els ca not be maintained in euffiaient qua tity . Th sh p

,
18 equ pped wi h escellent repair and testi g faoil tie , a l

brought bout by th® in en ity and resourcefulne e of the

eotion he d a the personnel of ths S®ation . *

i n c e t ha t r an f e o ' t he Squ d r o n t o a ne ar a o n
.

the north aide of the et p , all ections have gone about n-

p o i e i n g o n u pme nt a qu a r t e r unt i l , x i t h t h e cu t oma

ob e c t i on t o d u t , t h ar ®a i pl e a a nt l y and e l l e t ab l i s h d .
Opsratio an Int lligence , by obta ni du age lumber , ha

be n euoces f l in erecting' ac litiea for a omplet® a d

-8-
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efficient Oper tions Section and an adequate Iatelligence

Section . A fra e tent with ufficient bulletin board , nd a

e i t f oo t b r i e f i ng b o ar d h a s b e e n e v e c t e d , t ab l e e and c a i

have be n improvised from crap lumber a d 00 pou d bomb tail

f i c r a t e s . Tr a i n i ng c l a s s s e i n r e c o gn i t i on , t ar ge t f mi l i ar -

i at i on , a i r ae a r e s c ue a d c o u i c at i o na h av e b e e n i ne t i t u

and publication of curr nt inter t to pilot in this a ea

have been made available for ready eading and reference . A

s ortage of type riters as well'ae tranaportation a dicape a l

Sections, t ough in the main an in pection conducted by Group

betxeen the l th and 0th of the mont , ca e out w th ex ellent

r a t i n ge , b u t l e av i ng o f o u s e , oo m f o r i mpr o e me nt ,
In general the operating efficiency of the Squ dron

increaaed i men ely . Lon hou s put in b t e peraonnel of

all 5ectione h e de pos ible a igh efficiency record and

th ou h con tant effort on th® p t of all personnel , quarters

ave b en improved, area made more livable, and operating

e ficiency kept on an up ade . On two different occasions

twenty aircraft of the Squadron were airborne or mis8lons ith-
in four and one half minutes. enty four aircraft beca e air-
borne in five minu es, w ch indicates better than 10 i prove-

ment over the time required on the first fe mi eione.
New qua tere are ox in the procese of erection for

enliated pereo el and a new Quonset hut is being erected or

mese facilities or th men . In the of c®rs ' area, coneider-

able time and labor as been epent in landecaping, pro iding

g avel wal aye, and providing with material available, an

Officera' Club of sort . It 1 expected that another t irty daye

-9-
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o operation , th he imp vement on the es e level a t
4

t t da pa t, the Sq d on will be at ne top efficieno ,

x i t h u t ab l ® q a t e r 8 nd wo r i ng f a c i l i t i e f or al l oon -

cs ed .

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO 12958




