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H I S T 0 R Y

45 8 FI G TEh S LADRON ( Si: )

50 6 FI G TER GR UP ( E)

p 0

VI I FI G ITER CC: ::: i':D

.Ri Y AI C CES , PACI NI C OCE A;

a nd t e

T ::TI mT a CE

1 . G ou n c De t a c 'ru e n t a r r i v e d En i e t o k o n 5 .p r i l 1 4 , d e p a r t e d
f'o r a i p n o n 1 : Apr l l y 4 5 , a r r v e d a i p a n 20 Ap r i l
19 . Dep a r t ed a i pa o r I wo J l mc. o n 2 1 Ap r i l 1y 5
an arrived at Iwo Jima on 2 April 19 5.

2 . 1 t i v e .
3 . '?e l v .

. e ,a
t i v e .

5 . S t r e n t h o f F1 1 : t De t a c r e n t o n 1 Ap r i l 1 9 - 5 5
F l i '.a De t a c h e n t o n 3 0 Ap r l l l y - 5

t r e n t i : o f Gr o u n d De t
.c e n t o n 1 Ap r i l 1 9 5 - 2 b 3

,Gr o un d De t a c rne n t o n 3 C Ap r i l 19 - 0 ' '
,.

. St r e n gt ? , i r p a n e s , on 1 pr l l y - 22 - 51 s .Ai . p .a n e , o n 30 A r i l 1y - 2 - 51 s .
7 . e ;a.t i v e .
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h e Squ adr o n had f ew i a ny ob e c t i v e du r i n g t h e

month of April except to arrive at their destination , oin the

light Detac ent nd o ence operations . To acaompl sh t ie

im it was necesaary , in the cuatomary A my manner, to "sweat

ou t " t h e t i me . Al l p e r s onne l o f t he Gr ou nd Ech e l o n and e b e r s

o ' t he Ai r Ec he l on t r av e l l i g wi t h t h e Gr o u d Ec he l on we re

b o r e d wi t h eh pb o a r d l i f e and a x i o u t o b e on o ur, way

The M . . loemfontein arrived at Eniwetok on April

and d i d no t l e v e t h i a p r t un t i l 16 Ap r i l 1q 5 . Ve ry f w s h o r e

pa r t i e s we r e pe r i t t e d , on e o n 8 Apr i l and o t he r aho r e p a t i e a

we r e c ondu c t e d me r e l y t o un t h e r o t e r o f e r o nne l i n o e r

that each man might have an opportunity to str tch hia le .

Enlisted Mean and O ficera went ash re in everything f m li hters
J

to Higiina boata and b r the first time aince leavin Oahu , were

ab l e t o g t a ew c an s o b e r , a " o ke " o r t wo , d t o t r e t ch

their leg for the irst ti e in twelve . wimming,
"coke "

,
b eer and ball g e were the o er of the day and the r turn to

s h i pb o a r d wa s a c comp an i e d b y a n bu r ne d no s e s a d o t he r s e e r e

c a s e s o f s u b ur n .
Ou boat laid in t la on at E iwetok until the 16th

a i l i ng i n t h e a f t e r noo n f o r an u k own de e t i nat i o n . he uau al I

" cu t t l eb ut t " or l t r i ne r u " we nt ar o und t h e s h i p a a t o o ur

ulti ate de ti ation, and needless to say they ranged nywhere

r om t h e Ch n a o a s t , t h e Ph i l l p i ne s , and Oki nawa , t o I o J i a .
No at t e mp t wa s m e n e hi pbo ar d t o a c co mp l s h a ny t h i n g o t hs r

-1- .
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