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" FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-66 (Consolidated)
11| TROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 12-5 .

Eighteen (18) P-38L's, (Three (3) failed to reach target)
One (1) NICK

None

One (1) NICK destroyed in the air (confirmed); one (1) ZEKE des-
troyed on the ground; two (2) ZEKES damaged on the ground,

Fighter sweep on Iwo Jima,

c t fMajor ROESER, Lts, RESER, KENDLE, STOLZ (Violet 33)
Elapt, McCOWN, Lts, SHENEMAN, SPENCER, BABCOCK  (Violet 34)

B ts. RUFF, SPAULDING, PETTY, MORRIS (Violet 35)

apt. MULLIGAN)(Lts, DEYONKER),( FOSTER )X SULLIVAN) (Violet 36)

FANCHER J F/0 JAMES) (Violet 37)

Tekeoff: 0621 - Over Target: 1015 - Land: 1345

The five flights rendezvoused with the. thres navigating B-29!'s
East Field and proceeded to Iwo Jima at 10,000 feet.

Lt. KENDIE's (Violet 33-3) landing gear doors would not clese.
arcaked at West Field, Tinian, at 0815, :

Lt, SPENCER (Violet 34-3) returned from 200 miles out due to

ty generator and oscillating R.P.M. He pencaked at West Field,
inian, at 0810,

Lt, BABCOCK (Violet 34-4) returned from 300 miles out due to right
ant flaps being inoperative, He pancaked at East Field at 0945,

he remaining 15 planes continued to Iwo Jima, dropping to the deck

miles from the target. As they reached the target area, the follow-
tion toock plame:

iolet 33-1 made his run across the north end of Airfield No, 1,
t target he saw appeared to be a building or large van between
turnarounds. A four to five second burst was fired, scoring“hits
jonnel and starting fires, As he pulled out of his strafing dive
& ship (tentatively identified as a naval transport, A P D) about
le off the east coast, south of the boat landing, He and the re-
of his flight made three strafing runs on the vessel, hitting
ge, superstructure and along the waterline, Violet 33-1 then
~the north part of the island and heard a bogle called in by Vio-
4y, low at 3 o'clock, Violet 33-4 made the first attack on the
lane which was now identified as a NICK, After Violet 33-4 broke
olet 33-1 got on the NICK's tail, opened fire at medium range and
hits on the right engine and wing root, Further Piring resulted
xplosion of the NICK's right auxilliary external tank, Flames
is explosion charred the left wing of Violet 33-1's plane, The

tock violent evasive action, Violet 33-1 broke off the attack due
out of ammunition,
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Violet 33-2 picked up his first target which was a truck on the turne

nd on the north end of Airfield No, 1. He strafed {it, observing hits,

en strafed a gun position Just off the next turnaround to the east,

re or explosions were observed, He then Joined the rest of his flight

he attack on the freighter. After this, he joined in the attack on

ICK, firing a deflection shot at the same time that Violet 33-1 made

e first pass, After Violet 33-1 broke off his attack, Violet 33-2 got

fithe NICK's tail and opened fire from medium range, He observed hits

Bthe left engine, which burst into flame, and also hits in the cockpit,

roke off temporarily but again got on the NICK's tail as the NICK.

d up to the left, Opening fire at close range, he observed hits on

ail and left wing, He saw a strip which was possibly an aileron,

feel, dangling from the left wing, The NICK began a diving turn to

B right as Violet 33-2 fired a final burst, which resulted in an explo-

on in the left wing rrot, The NICK flipped over, his left wing tip

fuck the waver, and he crashed in a large explosion, The position of

picrash was approzimately 25 miles northwest of Iwo Jima,

Violet 33-4 made a strafing run from the west, He observed flashes

ging from a pun position on the east coast Just below the boat landing,

fired into this position, observing hits, He joined the balance of

El1ight in the attack on the ship, the bow of which was pointed approx-

Btely 45 degrees true, Violet 33-4's first pass was made 45 degrees

the bow, The second pass was made 90 degrees to-the bow. He observed

oing into the side and superstructure and saw a small explosion on

psuperstructure, Pulling off this target, he Joined his flight as they

Beeded to climb and head for the north part of Iwo Jima, When the

reached 2,000 feet on a course of 270 deprees, Violet 33-4 saw a

00 feet below at 3 o'clock, approximately one mile away, heading

g course of 45 degrees, He called the bogie in and started after him,

fired three long bursts but observed no hits, He then made three more

fes and observed his tracers going into the fuselage, wing roots and
Then, being out of ammunition, he broke off his attack and Joined

33"10 :

iViolet 34-1 strafed a truck, buildings and enemy personnel on the

¥ico apron at “the southern end of Airfield No, 1, A large fire was

d as a result of this attack, As he came off the islan, he made

strafing runs on the ship, observing hits on the bridge and at the

ine,

Violet 34-2 strafed two trucks south of the northernmost turnaround

field No, 1, He then strafed six trucks and enemy personnel on the

ust south of the boat landing on the east coast, He then joined

ight leader in attacking the ship,

iViolet 35 flight had heen assigned the oil drums imbedded along the

n the west coast, The flight proceeded north of Iwo Jima, pasge

r Kangoku Iwa and pulling up to 2,000 feet over Hiraiwa Saki,

35-1 ohserved a lot of small plles of sand and rocks on the beach,

 into what appeared to be o1l drums set into the sand for rifle

He observed direct hits at harmonized range by both 20mm and tracers,

e drums did not explode or catch fire, Heads of drums appeared to

Bbeen cut off, He swept his fire along the beach, turning off the
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-+ +1Barget over the west hoat landing,

Paw a small boat t

Retiring out to sea and climbing, he
he size of a seagoing tug approximately 1,000 yards off

Fobiishi Bana, headed approximately 10 degrees toward shore, Violet 35

“Flight made seven strafing attacks fr
§he boat, getting many hits at the waterline and
Ahen the flight left his target, the boat was dri

e white foam water and among the rocks directly off the south tip of
fhe island, They observed

fosition to fire on them, He observed six to et
in the west boat landing., He observed

om 45 degrees to dead astern ot
on the superstructure,
fting and settling in

two men or bodies in the water,
Violet 35-2 saw the o1l drums assigned as a target but was not in a

ght landing type craft
three 40mm tracers coming from

Ms position and therefore fired into the ships while turning off the

jreet. Damage as a result of thig strafing was unobserved,

Violet 35-3 was also out of position o hit the 6il drums but obser-

£ the fire from Violet 35-1 go directly into them. Violet 35«3 fired

o & wooden building north of the interseetion of th
fach, He saw hits on the building,
frtinuing his pass south along the b
et south of the boat landing,

-femuch as the 3 ZEKES were parked so clo

$s fire, He observed tracer fire coming
P the vicinity of the west boat landing. He attacked this podition and-
fe firing ceased, Automatie weapons fire from north o
freed him to retire out to sea 2,500 feet south of the

Fing at hin from the beach approximately due west from
fAirfield Nn, 2

Y or may not have been operational, just west o
fuing hfs pass east of the turnaround, he start

§ area exploded and dark smoke rose to 2,000 feet,
§p off the east coast and strafed it from stern to bow,

e roads on the west
Automatic weapons fire prevented him
each, He pulled off the target 2,000
Violet 35-4 fired down a whole row of drums but saw no results from
from a revetment and building:

f the volecano

boat landing,
position that was
the turnaround

. He then strafed 2 or 3 single-engine aircraft,which

f the turnaround. Con-
ed a fire midway between
As he pulled off the island, the burn-
He next observes the
observing hits

r was smoking

Violet 36-1 thoroughly strafed an automatic weapons

f turnaround and the east coast,

L 2long the deek and bridge. When he left, the freighte
#n 2 or 3 different places,

i Violet 36-2 saw 3 clipped-wing ZEKES parked wing tip to wing tip at
f vest edge of the No, 2 Airfield runway intersection. He fired into
 ZEKES and the center one immediately exploded and burst into flame,

se together, Violet 36-2 believes
§ tvo outside ones must have been severely damaged when the middle one
floded. Coming off the island, he observed a ship and joined three
fer P-3813 who were strafing the ship in string formation, He observed
¥ along the side and bridge,
| Violet 36-3 made his pass on the deck across Airfield No, 2
Jthree ZEKES (the middle one was burning) and just as he
pfe the other two, he received hits from automatic weapone fire which
B off a large section of his left outboard horizontal stabilizer and
geed his left vertical stabilizer and rudder, He immediately headed
fMinami Rock and orbitted there until joined by the B-29tg,
E Violet 36-4 strafed two of the landing craft near the west hoat land~
§ observing hits on one of them. He continued across the islénd with-
Picking up a specific target and was just about to join in the attack
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.gghé ship when he heard Violet 36-3 call in and say that he had been
f. He therefore joined Violet 36-3 and accompanied him to Minami Rock,
Violet 37-1 remained with the bombers until they came within one

e of Iwo Jima, He then saw the seagoing tug off the south tip of the
and and proceeded to attack it. He made a total of seven strafing
Pses on the boat, observing tracers pour into it on each pass, After

$ last pass, he saw the boat crash into the rocks on the southeast tip
jthe island, The boat was smoking when he left the area, .
Violet 37-2 remained with the bombers and did not attack any target,

A/A varied, Fire from the west shore was meager and inaccurate exe-
gt for the automatic weapons positions just north of the south voleano,
fch was intense and inaccurate, Fire from the positions in the vicinity
Airfield No. 2 was moderate and accurate, Violet 36-3 was hit from

$ee positions, Inténse barrage tyve fire was observed coming from po~
fPions south of the east « boat landing, Fire from these positions
fmm or larger) put up an intense barrage over the ship just after the
fots completed their strafing attacks.

At 1030 all planes had completed their attacks and rendezvcused with

§ B-29's at Minami Rock, They headed for base at 1040,

Good enroute and return with the exception of a few small fronts.
Good over target; clouds, .3 cumulus, 4000 to 5000 feot.
Loud and c¢lear,

Narrative,
841 rounds ,50 cal. 1,428 rounds 20mm, 10,577 pallons pas.

fer observations: ‘
) Violet 35-1 observed white phosphorous exploding in the air directly
Ir the fire started by Violet 34-1 at the southern end of Airfield No.,
Smoke from this fire and from the burning ZEXE was visible from Mine
Rock,

No operational planes other than those mentioned in this report
le seen, either on the runways or in the wooded dispersal area,
When planes finished strafing the naval transport A P D smoke was
TF rising from three places along the deck, The B-29 navigational
fort planes observed intense A/A fire emitting from this ship when it
under strafing atiack by the P-38's,

A thorough rsconnaissance of Minami Rock by Violet 34-1 did not dis-
e the presence of a radar installation,
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318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-66 (Consolidated)

27 December 1944

P-38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 12-5

1.

2,

3.
b,

A, FEighteen (18) P-38L's, (Three (3) failed te reach target)

B, One (1) NICK

A, None

B. One (1) NICK destroyed in the air (confirmed); one (1) ZEKE des-
troyed on the ground; two (2) ZEKES damaged on the ground. :

Fighter sweep on Iwo Tima, -

Major ROESER, Lts, RESER, KENDLE, STOLZ (Violet 33)
Capt, McCOWN, Lts, SHENEMAN, SPENCER, BABCOCK (Violet 34)
Lts. RUFF, SPAULDING, PETTY, MORRIS : §v1olet 35)
Gapt. MULLIGAN, Lts, DEYONKER, FOSTER, SULLIVAN (Violet 36)
Lt. FANCHER, F/0 JAMES " (Vielet 37)

UNDERSCORED~TIRD PiLoTs
Takeoff: 0621 =~ Over Target: 1015 - Land: 1345

The five flights rendezvoused.with the three navigating B-2914
over Eagt Field and proceeded to Iwo Jima at 10,000 feet,
Lt. KENDIE's (Violet 33-3) landing gear doors would not close,

' He pancaked at West Field, Tinian, at 0815,

Lt, SPENCER (Violet 34-3) returned from 200 miles out due to
faulty generator and oscillating R,F.M. He pancaked at West Field,
Tinian, at 0810, ‘

Lt. BABCOCK (Violet 34-4) returned from 300 miles out due to right
collant flaps being inoperative, He pancaked at East Field at 0945.

The remaining 15 planes econtinued to Iwo Jima, dropping to the deck
100 miles from the target, As they reached the target area, the follow-
ing action took plape; '

Violet 331 made his run across the north end of Airfield No, 1,
The first target he saw appeared to be a building or large van between
the two turnarounds, A four to five second burst was fired, scoring hits
on personnel and starting fires, As he pulled out of his strafing dive
he saw a ship (tentatively identified as a naval transport, A P D) about
one mile off the east coast, south of the boeat landing. He and the re-

"mainder of his flight made three strafing runs on the vessel, hitting

the bridge, superstructure and along the waterline, Violet 33.1 then
circled the north part of the island and heard a bogie called in by Vie-

‘1ot 33-4, low at 3 o'elock, Violet 33-4 made the first attack on the

enemy plane which was now identified ag a NICK, After Violet 33-4 broke
off, Violet 33-1 got on the NICK's tail, opened fire at medium range and
observed hits on the right engine and wing root, Further firing resulted
in an explosion of the NICK's right auxillisry external tank, Flames
from this explosion charred the left wing of Violet 33-1's plane, The
NICK took violent evasive action. Violet 33-1 broke off the attack due
to being out of ammunition, :
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Violet 33-2 picked up his first target which was a trueck on the turne
around on the north end of Airfield No. 1. He strafed it, observing hits,
He then strafed a gun position Just off the next turnaround to the east,
No fire or explosions were observed. He then joilned the rest of his flight
for the attack on the freighter. After this, he joined in the attack on
the NICK, firing a deflection shot at the same time that Violet 33-1 made
his first pass, After Violet 33-1 broke off his attack, Violet 332 got
on the NICK's tail and opened fire from medium range, He observed hits

on the left engine, which burst into flame, and also hits in the cockpit,
He broke off temporarily but again got on the NICK's tail as the NICK
pulled up to the left, Opening fire at close range, he observed hits on
the tail and left wing, He saw a strip which was possibly an aileron,

or wheel, danpling from the left wing, The NICK began a diving turn to

the right as Violet 33-2 fired a final burat, which resulted in an explo-
gion in the left wing rrot. The NICK flipped over, his -left wing tip
struck the water, and he crashed in a large explosion. The position of

the crash was appreximately 25 miles northwest of Iwo Jima,

Violet 33-4 mode a strafing run from the west, He observed flashes
coming from a gun position on the east coast just below the boat landing,
He fired into this posiuion, observing hits, He Jolned the balance of
his flight in the attack on the ship, the bow of which was pointed approx-
imately 45 degrees true. Violet 33-4's first pass was made 45 degrees
to the bow, The second pass was made 90 degrees to the bow, He observed
hits going into *the side and superstructure and saw a small explosion on
the superstructure. Fulling off this target, he joined his flight as they
proceeded to climb and lLead for the north part of Iwo Jima, When the
flight reached 2,000 fzet on a course of 270 degrees, Violet 33-/ saw a
NICK 500 feet below at 3 o'elock, approximately one mile away, heading
on a course of 45 degrees, He called the bogie in and started after him,
He fired three long bursts but observed no hits, He then made three more
pasees and observed his tracers going into the fuselage, wing roots and
canopy. Then, being out of ammunltion, he broke off his attack and joined
Violet 33-1,

Violet 34-1 strafed a truck, buildings and enemy personnel on the
service apron at the southern end of Airfield No, 1, A largs fire was
started as a result of this attack., As he came off the islan, he made
three strafing runs on the ship, observing hits on the bridge and at the
waterline,

Violet 34-2 strafed two trucks south of the northernmost turnaround
on Airfield No, 1., He then strafed six trucks and enemy personnel on the
beach just south of “he boat larding on the east coast, He then joined
his flight leader in attacking the ship,

Violet 35 flight had been assigned the oil drums imbedded along the
beach on the west coast, The flight proceeded north of Iwo Jima, pasge
ing over Kangoku Iwa and pulling up to 2,000 feet over Hiraiwa Saki,
Violet 55-1 ouserved a lot of small piles of sand and rocks on the beach,
He firei into what appeared to be o1l drums set into the sand for rifle
pits. Ille obsarved direct hits at harmonized range by both 20mm and tracers,
but the drums did nos explode or catch fire, Heads of drums appeared to
have been cut off. He swept his fire along the beach, turning off the
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target over the west boat landing. Retiring out to sea and climbing, he
saw a small boat the size of a seagoing tug approximately 1,000 yards off
Tobiishi Bana, headed approximately 10 degrees toward shore, Violet 35
flight made seven strafing attacks from 45 degrees to dead astern of

the boat, getting many hits at the waterline and on the superstructure,
When the flight left his target, the boat was drifting and settling in
the white foam weter and among the rocks directly off the south tip of
the island, They observed two men or bodies in the water,

Violet 35-2 saw the o1l drums assigned as a target but wasg not in a
position to fire on them, He observed six %o eight landing type ecraft
in the west boat landing, He observed three ,Omm tracers coming from
this position and therefore Pired into the ships while turning off the
target. Damage as a result of this strafing was unobserved, ‘

Violet 35-3 was also out of position tn hit the 6il drums but obser-
ved the fire from Violet 35-1 go directly into them, Violet 35-3 fired
into & wooden building north of the intersection of the roads on the west
beach, He saw hits on the building, Automatiec weapons fire prevented him
continuing his pass south along the beach, He pulled off the target 2,000
feet south of the boat landing, ’

Viclet 35-4 fired down a whole row of drums but saw no results from
his fire. He observed tracer fire coming from & revetment and building:
in the vicinity of the west boat landing. He attacked this pofition and -
the firing ceased. Automatic weapons fire from north of the volecano
forced him to retire out to sea 2,500 feet south of the boat landing, .

Violet 36-1 thoroughly strafed an automatic weapons position that was
firing at him from the beach approximately due west from the turnaround
on Airfield Nn, 2, He then strafed 2 or 3 single-engine aircraft,which
may or may not have been operational, just west of the turnaround, Con-
tinuing h®s pass east of the turnaround, he started a fire nidway between
the turnaround and the eaet coast. As he pulled off the island, the burn-
ing area exploded and dark smnke rose to 2,000 feet, He next observetl the
ship off the cast coast and strafed it from stern to bow,. observing hits
all along the deck and bridge, When he left, the freighter was smokipg
from 2 or 3 different places,

Violet 36-2 saw 3 clipped~-wing ZEKES parked wing tip to wing tip at
the west edge of the No, 2 Airfield runway intersection. He fired into
the ZEKES and the center one immediately exploded and burst into flame,
Inasmuch as the 3 ZEKES were parked so close together, Violet 362 beligves
the two outside ones must have been severely damaged when the middle one
exploded, Coming off the island, he observed a ship and jolned three
other P-3813 who wers strafing the ship in string formation, He observed
hits along the side and bridge, .

Violet 36-3 made his pass on the deck across Airfield No, 2, He saw
the three ZEKES (the middle one was burning) and just as he started to
strafe the other two, he received hits from automatic weapons fire which
tore off a large section of his left outboard horizontal stabilizer and
damaged his left vertical stabilizer and rudder, He immediately headed

for Minami Rock and orbitted there until joined by the B-29tg,

Violet 36-4 strafed two of the landing craft near the west boat land-
ing, observing hits on one of them, He continued across the island with-
out picking up a speecific target and was just about to join in the attack
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on the ship when he heard Violet 36-3 eall in and say that he had been
hit. He therefore joined Violet 36-3 and accompanied him to Minami Rock,

Viole® 37-1 remained with the bombers until they came within one
mile of Iwo Jima, He then saw the seagoing tug off the south tip of the
jsland and proceeded to attack it, He nade a total of seven strafing
passes on the boat, observing tracers pour into it on each pass, After
his last pass, he saw the boa’ crash into the rocks on the southeast tip
of the Zsland., The boat was smoking when he left the area,

Violet 37-2 remained with the bombers and did not attack any target,

A/A varied, Fire from the west shore was meager and inaccurate ex-
cept for the automatic weapons positirns just north of the south voloano,

“which was intense and inaccurate., Fire from the positions in the vicinity

of Airfield No. 2 was moderate and accurate. Viciet 26-3 was hit from
thege positions. Inténse barrage tyne fire was observed coming from po-
gitions south of the east . boa% landing, Fire from these positions
(40mm or larger) put up an intense barrage over the ship just after the
pilots completed their strafing attacks.

At 1030 all planes had completed their attacks and rendezvcused with
the B-29's at Minami Rock, They headed for base at 1040,

A. Good enrcute and return with the exception of a few small fronts,
Good over target; clouds, .3 cumulus, 4000 to 5000 feet.
B, Loud and clear, . ;

See Narrative.
10,841 rounds ,50 cal, 1,428 rounds 20mm, 10,577 pallons pas,

Other observations:

Violet 35-1 observed white phosphorous exploding in the air directly
over the fire started by Violet 34-1 at the southern end of Adrfield No.
1, Smoke from this fire and from the burning ZEKE was viszible from Mine
ami Rock,

No operaticnal planes other than those mentioned in this report
were seen, either on the runways or in tae wooded dispersal area.

When planes finished sirafing the naval transport A P D smoke was
seen rising from three places along the deck. The B-29 navigational -
escort planes observac intense A/A fire emitting from this ship when it
was under strafingz a“iecik by the P-38's,

A thorovgh raccnvaiscance of Minami Reck hy Violet 34-1 did not dis-
close the presence of a radar installation,

SANDERS
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PILOT'S NARRATIVES

(Group Mission Report #12-66)

MAJOR WARREN K, ROESER (Violet 33-1)

After strafing the APD, I led my flight west around the north end
of Iwd to lbok for another tharget, Violet 3344 spotted a bopie heading
hortheast and we turned to attack. 33-4 made the first attack on what
apveared to be a NICK, and scored hits and left him smoking befére he broke
away., I then got on the NICK's tail and fired two folif-second bursts befote
running out of ammo, On my first burst, pieces flew from the left engine
and fuselage and his left landing gear started down, On my second burst, his
right auxiliary gas tank exploded and a fire broke out in his right wing
root, When I broke away, he was burning fiercely in the right wing and had
slowed down considerably, When I broke away, 33-2 came in and scored more
hits, after which the NICK crashed in the water and exploded.

All during the attack by my flight, the NICK stayed right on the
deck and used extremely violent evasive action, almost hitting the water on
some of his skidding turns. The NICK was a dull green with red roundels on
wings and fuselage, He carried a drop-tank of fuel on each wing, and re-
leased one of them during the attack, The NICK had two persons aboard,
neither of which was observed to escape.

/s/ Warren K. Roeser
/t/ WARREN K. ROESER,
Major, Air Corps,

2ND_LT. ROBERT H, RESER (Violet 33-2)

Lt. Stoltz called in the bogie when we were rejoining at the north
tip of the island. - When I first saw him he was at five ofclock to Major
Roeser and I, going away, at apnroximately 1,500 feet., Stoltz made the first
pass, By this time we'd identified the bogie as a NICK, The NICK dove as
Stoltz made a pass on himand when Stoltz broke off, Major Roeser initiated
his first pass. I flew the Major's wing on this pass and tried a short burst
but missed so I broke up and away, By this time the NICK was on the deck,

He pulled some very good evasive action but Major Roeser managed to stay on
his tail, I observed the Major's hits in the right wing and engine and that
engine flamed,

The Major broke away and Stoltz made another pass, When he broke
away, I was in position for a stern attack, As I came down on his tail the
NICK started a turn to the left. I followed and opened fire at ahbout 800
feet., I made hits on the left engine and started it flaming and also ob-
served two explosions on the left side of the canopy. I broke away and as I
started on my next pass the NICK faked & bank to the right, then broke left
sharply. I got on his tail and opened fire at very close ranpe. I again
got hits in the left wing and engine and observed something come loose on the
trailing edge of his right wing, A big puff of smoke came from his left
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engine and it appeared to conk out, His left wing divped sharply but he
slowly brought the ship level and started a very gentle right turn, I fired
my final burst and broke away to watch him., His left engine exploded and

the NICK flipped over and went into the water on his left wing, There was

a huge einlosion when he hit the water.

/s/ Rohert H. Reser
/t/ ROBERT H. RESER,
2nd Lt,, Air Corps.

2ND_LT. ANTHONY J, STOLTZ (Violet 33-4)

While flying mutual surmport position with Major Roeser and Lt. Reser
at 3,000 feet on course 270 degrees, after leaving the north end of Iwo Jima,
I saw an enemy plane at 0300 o'clock about 500 feet low from me and about one
mile away. I called’in the bogey and turned to attack him, When I first saw
him he was flying a course of 45 degrees but when he saw me he started down
to the water and turned to the left. This put me directly behind him, I
drove right up his tail and gave him three long bursts. I must have been
on him for ten seconds, Saw thin wisps of smoke and flashes from the hack
of his cockoit which looked like return fire on this pass, I saw my tracer
hit but I must have been already out of 20mm as I coult not see any flashes,
During this run the NICK flew straight and level, I pulled off right 90 de~
grees and then pulling up I did a 180 degree right putting the NICK ahead of
me at 0300 o'clock, TWhile in this position I saw Major Roeser fire and blow
up something on the NICK's wing which made a big flash of flame and which went
out apain, As Lit, Reser started to fire on the NICK i did another 90 degree
ripht and got back in line, After Lt. Reser pulled off I started firing and
fired from directly astern of him until within 100 feet of him, I saw my
tracer enter his fuselage and wing roots, When I pulled off and came back
around, I saw Lt. Reser on the NICK's tail in a turn to the left. After he
broke off I hit the NICK again at 45 degrees and noticed tracer hit the
canopy, The NICK straightened out and cropped something off his wings, I
could not tell what it was. I pulled off to the right of the NICK and saw
Lt. Reser get on him and explode the NICK's left engine. The flame soon

went out, I then made another /5 degree pass from the right and ran out of

ampunition, I went upstairs and joined Major Roeser as Lt. Reser went in efber
the NICK again, He exploded this time, the NICK hitting the water and expicd.
ing again,

/s/ Anthony J. Stoltz
/t/ ANTHONY J. STOLTZ,
"2nd Lt,, Air Corps.

SR e s

WILLIAM P. FRELIGH, | -
lst Lt., Air Corps,

i \ . .
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27 December 194/

P38 PROVISIONAL SQUADRON MISSION REPORT # 125

1,

A, Eightesn (18) P-38L's, (Three (3) failed to reach target)
B, One (1) NICK .

A. None
B. One (1) NICK destroyed in the air (confirmed); one (1) ZEKE des-
troyed on the ground; two (2) ZEKES damaged on the ground,

Fighter sweep on Iwo Jima,

- Major ROESER, Lts, RESER, KENDLE, STOLZ (Violet 33)
Capt, McCOWN, Lts. SHENEMAN, SPENCER, BABCOCK (Violet 34)
Lts. RUFF, SPAULDING, PETTY, MORRIS (Violet 35)
Capt, MULLIGAN, Lts, DEYONKER, FOSTER, SULLIVAN (Violet 36)
Lt. FANCHER, F/0 JAMES (Violet 37)

Tekeoff: 0621 -~ Over Target: 1015 - Iand: 1345

, The five flights rendezvoused with the three navigating B-29tg
over East Field and proceeded to Iwo Jima at 10,000 feet,

Lt, KENDIE'!'s (Violet 33-3) landing gear doors would not close,
He pancaked at West Field, Tinian, at 0815,

Lt. SPENCER (Violet 34-3) returned from 200 miles out Ane to
faulty generator and oscillating R,P,M. He pancaked at West Field,
Tinian, at 0810, .

Lt. BABCOCK (Violet 34=4) returned from 300 miles out due to right
collant flaps being inoperative, He pancaked at East Field at 0945,

The remaining 15 planes continued to Iwo Jima, dropping to the deck
100 miles from the target, As they reached the tarpet area, the follow-
ing action took plane:

Violet 33-1 made his run across the north end of Airfield No. 1.
The first target he saw appeared to be a building or large van between -

‘the two turnarounds. A four to five second burst was fired, scoring hits

on personnel and starting fires, As he pulled out of his strafing dive
he saw a ship (tentatively.identified 8s a naval transport, A P D) about
one mile off the east coast, south of the boat landing., He and the re-
mainder of his flight made three strafing runs on the vessel, hitting
the bridge, superstructure ang along the waterline, Violet 33-1 then
circled the north part of the island and heard a bogie called in by Vie-
let 33-4, low at 3 o'clock, Violet 33-4 made the first attack on the
enemy plane which was now identified as a NICK, After Violet 33-4 broke
off, Violet 33-1 got on the NICK's tail, opened fire at medium range and
observed hits on the right engine and wing root, Further firing resulted
in an explosion of the NICK's right auxilliary external tank, Flames
from this explosion charred the left wing of Violet 33-1's plane, The
NICK tock violent evasive action, Violet 33~1 broke off the attack due
to being out of ammunition, : ’

.
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Violet 33-2 picked up his first target which was a truck on the turne
around on the north end of Airfield No, 1. He strafed it, observing hits,
He then strafed a gun position just off the next turnaround to the east.

No fire or explosions were observed, He then joined the rest of his flight
for the atitack on the freighter. After this, he Joined in the attack on
the NICK, firing a deflection shot at the same time that Violet 33-1 made
his first pass. After Vioiet 33-1 broke off his attack, Violet 33-2 got
on the NICK's tail and opened fire from medium range, He ohserved hits

on the left engine, which burst into flame, and also hits in the cockpit.

He broke off temporarily but again got on the NICK's tail as the NICK
pulled up to the ieft, Cpening fire at close range, he observed hits on
the tail and left wirg, He saw a strip which was possibly an aileron,

or wheel, dangling from the left wing, The NICK began a diving turn to
the right as Violet 332 fired a final burst, which resulted in an explo-
gion in the left wing rrot. 'The NICK flipped over, his left wing tip
struck ths warer, and he 2rashed in a large explosion., The position of
the crash was apmoximaiely 25 miles northwest of Iwo Jima.

Violet 33-4 nade a sgtrafing run from the west, FKe observed flashes
coming from a gun pocition on the east coast Just below the boat landing,
He fired into this position, observing hits, He joined the balance of
his flight in the abttack on the ship, the bow of which was pointed approx-
imately 45 degrees true, Violet 33-4's first pass was made 45 degrees
to the bow, The secord pass was made 90 degrees to the how, He obszerved
hitg golng inte the side and superstructure and saw a small explosion on
the superstructure, Fuiling off this target, he joined his flight as they
proceeded to rlimb and lead for the north part of Iwo Jima, When the
flight reached 2,000 f3et on a course of 270 degrees, Violet 33-4 saw a
NICK 500 feet below ot 3 o'clock, approximately one mile away, heading
on a course of 45 degrsss, He called the bogie in and started after him,
He fired three long bursts but observed no hi%s, He then made three more
passes and observed his {racers going into the fuselage, wing roots and
canopy. Then, being out of ammunition, he broke off his attack and joined
Violet 33-1, »

Violet 34-1 strafed a truck, buildings and enemy personnel on the
gervice apron at the southern end of Airfield No. 1, A large fire was
started as a resilt of this attack, As he came off the islan, he made
three strafing runs on the ship, observing hits on the bridge and at the
waterline.

Violet 34-2 strafed two trucks south of the northernmost turnaround
on Airfield No, 1. He *then strafed six trucks and enemy personnel on the
beach just south of the boat larding on the east coast, He then joined
his flight leader in attecking the ship.

Viciet 35 flight had been assigned the oll drums imbedded along the
beach on the wost coast, The flight proceeded north of Iwo Jima, pass-
ing over Kangolu Iwa and pulling up to 2,000 feet over Hiraiwa Saki,
Violet 25-1 ohserved a lot of small piles of sand and rocks on the beach,
He fired iuto what anpsared to be oil drums set into the sand for rifle
pits. lle ohsarved direct hits at harmonized range by both 20mm and tracers,
but the drums did noi explode or catch fire, Heads of drums appeared to
have been cut off. He swept his fire along the beach, turning off the

GRNBEBBNGTAL, - CONBEREIBHAL



S e i
LR

S AR

#(Consclidated) -~

CONT'D
target over the west boat landing, Retiring out to sea and ¢limbing, he
saw a small boat the size of a seagoing tug approximately 1,000 yards off
Tobiishi Bana, headed approximately 10 degrees toward shore, Violet 35
flight made seven strafing attacks from 45 degrees to dead astern o

the boat, getting many hits at the waterline and on the superstructure.
When the flight left his target, the boat was drifting and settling in

the white foam water and among the rocks directly off the south tip of

the island, They observed two men or bodies in the water,

Violet 35-2 saw the o1l drums assigned as a target but was not in a
position to fire on them, He observed six %o eight landing type craft
in the west boat landing. He observed three 0mm tracers coming from
this position and therefore fired into the ships while turning off the
target. Damage as a result of this strafing was unobserved,

Violet 35-3 was also out of position to hit the 0il drums but obser-
ved the fire from Violet 35-1 go directly into them, Violet 35-3 fired
into & wooden building north of the intersection of the roads on the west
beach, He saw hits on the building, Automatic weapons fire prevented him
continuing his pass south along the beach, He pulled off the target 2,000
feet south of the boat landing,

Viclet 35-4 fired down a whole row of drums but saw no results from
his fire. He observed tracer fire coming from a revetment and building:
in the vicinity of the west hoat landing. He attacked this pofition and -
the firing ceased. Automatic weapons fire from north of the volecano
foreed him to retire out to sea 2,500 feet south of the boat landing,

Violet 36-1 thoroughly strafed an automatic weapons position that was
Piring at him from the beach approximately due west from the turnaround
on Airfield No, 2. He then strafed 2 or 3 singlevengine aircraft,which
may or may not have been operational, just west of the turnaround. Gon-
tinuing h2e pass east of the turnaround, he started a fire midway between
the turnaround and the east coast. As he pulled off the island, the burn-
ing area exploded and dark smoke rose to 2,000 feet, He next observed the
ship off the east coast and strafed it from stern to bow; observing hits
all along the deck and bridge., When he left, the freighter was smokimng
from 2 or 3 different places.

Violet 36-2 saw 3 clipped-wing ZEKES parked wing tip to wing tip at
the west edge of the No, 2 Airfield runway intersection., He fired into
2 the ZEKES and the center one immediately exploded and burst into flame,

3 Inasmuch as the 3 ZEKES were parked so close together, Viclet 36-2 beligves
e the two outside ones must have been severely damaged when the middle one
exploded,’ Coming off the island, he observed a ship and joined three
other P-38's who were strafing the ship in string formation. He obsefved
hits along the side and bridge,

Violet 36~3 made his pass on the deck across Airfield No, 2, He saw
the three ZEKES (the middle one was burning) and just as he started to
strafe the other two, he received hits from automatic weapons fire which
tore off a large section of his left outboard horizontal stabilizer and
damaged his left vertical stabilizer and rudder, He immediately headed
for Minami Rock and orbitted there until joined by the B-29's,

Violet 36-4 strafed two of the landing craft near the west baat land-
ing, observing hits on one of them, He continued across the island with-
out picking up a speecific target and was Just about to join in the attack
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on the ship when he heard Violet 363 call in and say that he had been
hit, He therefore joined Violet 36-3 and accompanied him to Minami Rock,

Violet 37-1 remained with the bombers until they came within one
mile of Iwo Jima, He then saw the seagoing tug off the south tip of the
island and proceeded to attack it., He made a total of seven strafing
passes on the boat, observing tracers pour into it on each pass, After
his last pass, he saw the boat crash into the rocks on the southeast tip
of the island. The boat was smoking when he left the area,

Violet 37-2 remained with the bombers and did not attack any target.

A/A varied, Fire from the west shore was meager and inaccurate ex-
cept for the automatic weapons positirns just north of the south voleano,
which was intense and inaccurate, Fire from the positions in the vicinity
of Airfield No. 2 was moderate and accurate, Viclet 36-3 was hit from
these positions, Inténse barrage tyve fire was observed coming from po-
sitions south of the east . boat landing, Fire from these positions
(4Omm or larger) put up an intense barrage over the ship just after the
pilots completed their strafing attacks,

At 1030 all planes had completed their attacks and rendezvcused with
‘the B-29's at Minami Rock, They headed for base at 1040.

5., A. Good enroute and return with the exception of a few small fronts.
Good over target; clouds, .3 cumulus, 4000 to 5000 feet.
B, Loud and clear,

6, See Narrative,

7. 10,841 rounds .50 cal, 1,428 rounds 20mm, 10,577 pallons gas,

8, Other observations: '
Violet 35-1 observed white phosphorous exploding in the air directly

over the fire started by Violet 34-<1 at the southern end of Airfield No,
1, Smoke from this fire and from the burning ZEKE was visible from Mine
ami Rock ¢

No operational planes other than those mentioned in this report
were seen, either on the runways or in the wooded dispersal area.

When planes finished strafing the naval transport A P D smoke was
seen rising from three places along the deck, The B-29 navigational
escort planes observed intense A/A fire emitting from this ship when it
was under strafing atiack by the P-38!s,

A thorough raccanaissance of Minami Rock hy Violet 34-1 did not dis-
close the presence of a radar installation,

SANDERS
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