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VI I r TGÂ.t   GC ; :?. dl  ' 1D
Sr,  ?i H   ? FGRCE

bFti:'    L . I '  RCr.:S Fl  I r̂ I C Ot     ' 3R.r r1
. i .

1
.

Q
.

T
r  FFi '

  1

/         

_
 

.

' `   .

SCAN  ED   Y A4 D • ..,.  .
n  2 0

,    .    
•  ,̀  ̀

 '
 ̀ 

. .
f 

• • 1;
V
 .

1
,

  r .. _

( ' 1

  C i

?r.: 

DECLASSlFlEO
.

DOD Dir, b200.3Q
.           \   '

J .t tt' ¢
• • . . _ ,

. - I

  _ , ,, .
  .

. .:. .   .
',t

 
  .

 
.   .

  a
. .

    Y C] - .

`.
v

.   ;

'

 
  .

t

'
•

 

'

.
 

.  

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EQ 12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

  _-
_

 =
.

   
: .   • . ' . _

T . Z ;   - I i  
 

.T , r  , i .     Y   ,       
 // y/ -  y , . . ,,  .    s .   y  '  

_ r -
 

- .y

-
J

-
i

-

 

 

R

 

 
. _ y

 
.

 
I

C\
,+

I I

'

 

 
Ti . . • ( - 1 I   . . .   . . f

.T V ,

'
,

. . ./

_
[

 

. 1 k  
.

•
 

, r_ , _   J _    

19TH F IGHTER S. UaDRON , AaF
3 18TH F IGHTER GROUP
V I I F IGHTER COMt 4aND
SEVENTH A IR FORCE

,  RMY  , IR FORCES, PaCIF IC OCEAN AREAS '      ' '
A. P. 0 .   244

 
.
  '  
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'  
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ORGAN IZAT I NHL H ISTORY , 19TH F IGHTER S: UADRON, 318TH F IGHTER
GROUP, VII F IGHTER COr,m AND, SEVENTH AIR FORGE. -

DECEMBER 1 , 1944 - DECEr. BER 31 , 1944

1. DMTE OF ARR IV iL AT AND DEPARTURE FROr.A EACH STAT ION OCCUP IED
IN THIS TH ATRE - NE AT IVE.

2. LO  SES I N aCTION - NEGATI VE.
3 , aUlf RDS aND DECORATIONS - NEGaTIVE.

4. 7 ENL ISTED t  EN RETURNED TO THE UN ITED STATES ON ROTAT ION
PLAN. 1 ENl

.
1STED MaN RETURNED TQ oAHU FOR MED ICaL REASONS.

3 OFF ICERS ASS IGNED HND 1 FLIGHT OFF ICER PROMOTED TO 2ND.
LIEuT. AND 2 ErdL ISTED   EN ASSIGNED DuR ING THE MONTH TO THE
S . uaDRON.

S. STRENGTH: (FER ONNEL)
i DECEt,  BER 3 1 DECEMBE R
OFF ICERS - 63 - FLT. OFF ICERS - 2 FF I S - 67 - 1 FLT.
E/ rA - 230 E/ M - 224

6. STRENGTH: (A IRPLANES)
1 DECEP,  BER 3 1 DECEMBER
25 P-47D'S 24 P-47D'S
11 P- 38L- 1- LO' 5 10 P- 38L- 1- LO' S

7. LOSSES: (A IRPLNNES)
1 P-47D LOsT aY I , ID-a IR COIL IS ION .
1 P-38L-1-LO TRANSFERRED TO STORAGE POOL.
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COME3AT OPERAT I ONS:

aUR IN  THE MONTH OF DECEItABER THE 19TH F IGHTER S ,
UADRON PaRT l0 1-

PaTED IN F IVE ARMED RECONN, ISSA"JCE M ISSIONS OvER PAGAN ISLAND ,FDUR
F IGHTER SwEEPS TO 1 'JO J Ir .A, a ND T 'JO ESCORT rAIS S I ONS ALSO TO Iti10 J t Ma ,
V:'ITHOUT A LOSS OF A SINGLE A IRCRAFT.

THE PAG,  N MISS IONS a RE PR Ir.1AR I LY CONDUCTED TO PREVENT THE ENEr̀1Y
FRO"A REP AI RI NG THE RUN't1NY. I N TNE PAST I T Ha S 'BEEN F OUND THAT PRECEED I r1G
ENEFI Y RAIDS 0 !  SAIPAN, THE RUNWAY OR Tt  Xl STR1PS AT F;  Ga rJ 1 dERE fJIADE
OPERAT IONaL. IT IS BELE IVED THaT ALTHOUGH ENEl4 Y a IRCRAFT GOULD NOT BE
SUCCESSFUL!Y cTAGED THRU PAGAN DUE TO THE LACK OF SERV ICE Ff C IQ IT IES
THEY ;1/OULD BE HSLE TO LAND THEP,E    FTER a Sa IP a N R a ID I F THEY ti4rERE S HORT
OF s a S OR CR IPP LED THUS S 1V1NG P I LOT  l ND AI RCREV! PERSONNEL. TfIUS FHR
THE RUNV AY  ; rJD TAXI STR I PS t  RE ST I LL rJOfd OP ER; T I OrJAL NND NO REPAIR ti  ORK
I   EVI DE>'JT.

OF THE s l X !,aI   S I ONS TO I 'd0 J Ih4N PNRT IC IPATED I N 8Y THE 19TH F IGHTE
S.;;UIi DRON, T 'JO b'dERE 1rJ ESC;O  T OF F- 5 OF THE 28TH PHOTO RECONNa I SSANCE
S• ,

UNDRON, ,  ND FOUR tiVERE F I CHTER S 'JEEP S .

ON DE %E ,̀18ER 3 19a 4 , FOUR P- 3 8 ' S OF THE 19 TH F IGHTER S ;;UNDRON AND
TZ':0 P - 3 3 ' S OF THE 73 RD S . U ADRON ESCORTED Tb̀ti'0 F- 5 ' S ON A P HOTO RECONN.
AaI SSI ON TO Iti JO J I P.9A. THE ELEP. ENT OF SuRPRI SE l'J  S aCCOc.1PL I SHED sY aPPROaC
HI NG THE I SLaND OrJ THE ®ECK HT 300 PnPH. NO ENEMY a I RCRAFT OR ArJT I - A IR-
CRxFT F IRE ' 'J 1S Er1GQUNTERED NND TH` PAi SS I ON :'Ja S HI GHLY S UCCESSFUL. -

THE NEXT   AI SS ION TO IUJO J I MA  'y  +S N F I GHTER S 'JEEP CONDUCTED ON
DECEP.I6ER B 1944 . THE PURPOSE OF TNIS P  I SS I ON   'JAS TO CLEAR THE SKI ES OF
ENE". 

Y F IGHTERS PR 10R TO THE NRR IVNL OF N LHRGE FORGE OF B-29'S hND
8- 24 ' S  ti'HO 4'rERE TO BOr  3 THE AIRF I ELDS AND OTHER TAf  GETS. EIGHT P- 39 ' S
OF THE " 9TH F IGHTER S _ Uf  DRON ,  ND Tti 'ENTY P - 3L ' S OF THE 73 RD AND 3 33 RD
F I GHTER S    ;Ua DP,ONS Pf  RT IC I f  TED !N THIS f  AI D. THE PLAN ti'Ja S TO 1̂,LERT THE
I SLaND HS SQO J aS POSS I BLE SO TH  ,T THC ENEraY   :'OULD PUT THEI R F I GHTr RS l N
TH_ AI R. UPON a R z! VAL AT THr T: R'_aE

T A TOTa L OF F IVE ZEKES   JERE 0 8 SEP,VED
AI RB O'  l4NE , ONE OF l'tHI  H " HS DEST i OYED 3Y " 4 ; J OR Ra ESE(? , 31STH r IGHTER
CROUP OPERMT I ONS OFF ICER, ,  ND 0 "JE DAf"AGED f  Y 0  :;fT AI N TEǸ JANT OF THE 19 TH
F 1CHTER S  ,UADRON. ^UE TO TH` F aCT TH,i T THE TaRGc T 4'+HS u01 1PLETELY OVER-
CAST I T  'J   S IP.1POS  I 3LE TO ' -la 1NTAI N QQNTACT .̀

I TH TNE ENcl  Y F ! v" HTE ?S 6  H0
EFFECT ! VELY US=D T!-IE QLOUDS TO =LUDE OUR F I GHTERS. HOv.EVER THE R 11SSI ON
ti J̀a S SUE"GE  SFUL- NS THE F3- 2 9 ' S  i rdD E3- c r  ' S V  ERE NOT SU©J ECTED TO ErdEr1Y
F IGHTEP, ATTAC'rCS DUR I NG THE IP,  301 1BIf ; ' fLUPJS .

THE rJEXT ESCORT !.  I SS I Or1 OF F - E' S L'  , ,S ': 1}; DL O J DECE:1BEP, 13  ;r ITEt
F7UR P- 3 8 ' S OF THi 1  'TH J .  UNu ft J N Nt3L' FOUR F! '.0? i THE 73 f  ,7 S .,,

U,  L+f; ON. HGi  IPJ
THE E ĴEl  Y V  :, S   0 lY1FLETELY ;: URFR I SED ., :'J ; G:;O  P 1 {OTO  'R  P HIC P,ESUETS ' dERE

  r - r i '       r1 1   -- - ,   : r    ^ ^ •     •   -      ! 1- -   ' ''' (  ' 1 !.A !_l f  OET,aI ,J  D. ,    , , 7    H T , T  „ I     .;  .  i    ;  , , JE .. ,. T.-,_ .. ..L
K F,.., , , T ,_ EA  .

Yl.' ? I l̂^ THE L.,TT   ̀ P;;   T ST= T:-iE ,̀̂ 1 r.JTH l   i  F If?ST LÒ,ti LE J̀EL F IGHT, .R
Sv̀JEEPS f+  .  I N,C,T I 'Yy:  J I! .1  'a:   ?   G  O fFL I 'v lJEJ . THE   I  :S T OF THES  TO  :: F LMSE
ON DE  E  .' .' E;  1;;  . OF Tl  E E ICrITEE' J f' - 3   ( S PHRT IC IFt T I fJG THE 1  TH ;;   ,Ua DRJ N
H' D FOUR. T': 0   F OU!? FLf1rJE;, H ,D T.' , .?CTUR J TO B  SE '6.HEPJ 4 '0 ' ,11Lr S OUT DUE
TO  . Er li :. NIC;;  L TRQUULE.
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- ' '-  OR ANIZAT10 AL HISTORY 19 TH F 1 HTER S   ! D   N   14 AF . T  I
( '% . .  !     +r -  

S E C R E T

COM3HT OPEI?,  T I ONS (CONT ' D)

P- 3 e ' S i  FPROACHED TI iE TARCET IN L I NE NEREA  ̀T ON TNF DECK.  AP TA1N TENNANT AND LT . STa MP E ( 19TN F IGHTER S  UADROÌJ) SHOT DO' '!N ONE
ZEKE ,  IR80 RrJE Ov ER THE F IELD. OrJE ZEKc a ND OrJE E3ETTY   rERE DAn AGED ON THE
GROUND. l N ADDIT I0 '  1 TO G' OUNDED AIP,CRf,FT FL ICHTS ST„ AFED i  UN Et.9F L 1CE1 ,4ENT5
AND ©UILDINGS .  i rJT I - a IRc RAFT F IRE FROh1 NUT0 .1AT IC t'rEMP ONS  ; a s a. EAGRE a ND
I NAC :URl  TE.

THE NEXT F I GHTER S ÌEEP ON I    0 J I   ia CH1  E ON DECEMSER 24 ' '11TH EI GHT-E®N P- 38 ' S OF THE 318TH GROUP PNRT I CI F,  T I NG, S I X OF 4'rHICH tiUERE FROM THE
19TH F tGHTER S   ,uADRON. ON THIS MISS ION ONE BEKE b'lAS DESTROYED OrJ THE
GROUND, T:' 0 T1"1I N 6 NGINE A (RCRAFT DAMAGED ON THE GP,OUND AND FOUR S INGLE
ENGIrJE AIRCP,HFT DN  AGED ON THE GROUIID. ENEMY TROOP CONCENTP,NT IONS AND
GUN Er 1PLNGE?ti1ENTS 4 rERE STRAFED     ITH G  OD RESULTS .  ̂ EAGRE TO i. ODERATE A/ A
FRO A F4ACHINE BUNS ,  ND AUTOi  NT IC ti'dEti PONS 4'rAS RECE IvED FROM ENEr, Y EMPLACE-MENTS . ALL PLANES RETURNED SMFELY TO B, SE.

THE L,:ST F I GHTER Si  EEP DURI NG THE rdiONTH VrAS RUN ON DECEr 1BER 27 .A TOTAL OF EIGHTEEN F- 3 8 ' s PaRTIC IPNTED IN THIS    I; S ION OF ti'JHICH S IX
 UERE FROM THE 19TH F I GHTER S   ,UADRON. ONE NICK tiJHS DESTROYED I N THE HI R
(CRED IT 333RD S UADRON), ONE ZEKE DESTROYED ON THE GROUND. ONE ErJEMY
NAVAL TRANSPORT, APD  1JAS BEACHED HND D:  MAGED. ENE riY PERSONNEL AND GUN
EMPLACEMENTS ALSO STRAFED. TH IS M ISSION Y 'AS THE UIOST SUCCESSFUL M ISS IOrJ
ACCOUIPL I SHED 9Y THE GROUP DURI NG THE MONTH OF DECEtL48ER.

AS A RESULT OF INCREASED ENEMY A IR NCT IVITY OUER Sh IPAN COMBAT
A IR PATROL HAS BEEN STRENGTHENED. EAST F IELD V ,4S ATTACKED gY ONE ENEMY
A1RCRAFT ON DECE  IBER 7 . A STRAF ING RUN  'li  S a 1ADE BY THI5 PLANE RESULTING
IN SLIGHT DA .4AGE TO A P-38 OF ANOTHER S UADRON. ALL OTHER ENEMY ATTACKS

 11ERE DIRECTED kCAl NST THE 8- 2 9 BAS E ON THE ISL;  ND. N TOTAL OF 2 , 06 8
HBURS WERE FLOwN 8Y OUR PLaNES DUR ING THE n ONTH, 1,514 HOURS OF WH ICH
WERE C .A.P., 244 HOURS SORT IE T IME AND 310 HOURS TRA IN ING.

ON DECE ABER 5 TU10 P- 4 7D' S OF THIS S  ,U IDHON COLLIDED IN MID- AIR kS
A RESULT OF ACR08AT ICS. ONE PLANE CRN6HED , T SEa aND THE OTHER PLANE WAS
RETURNED TO BASE SUFFER ING ÂiNOR DAMaGE. THE P ILOT OF TtiE PLANE THAT WAS
LOST SUCCESSFULLY 3AILED OUT. HND VoAS P lCKED UP BY A DEATROYER A FEW b11N-UT6S LATER.

TRA IN ING .

TRA IN ING CONT INUED THRU THE iv10NTN OF DEGEMBER. P-47 P ILOTS CONT IN-
UED TO CHECK OUT IN P-38 'S AND FLEVJ TRi IN ING M ISS IQNS OONS IST ING OF GUN-NERY AND ACROB  T I CS.

IPJTELL IGENCE TRAi NIPJG CONT INUED by'ITH EMPHIS IS BEING PLACED ON AIR-
CRAFT RECOGN IT ION AND ENEMY TaGT ICS.

-3-
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S E C R E T

STAT ION L IFE.

BASEBALL IS ST ILL THE MAJOR SPORT HERE AT OUR BASE Y JITH NUMEROUS
GAMES BETWEEN S 

,
UADRONS ON THE F IELD . EACH S UADRON ON THE F IELD HAS AN

OFF I CERS AND ENL 1STED MEPJS TEAM l  ND S EVERAL GAMES A WEEK ARE PLA YED.
THIS S UADRON HAS CONSTRUCTED A BALL D IAMOND AND NAMED IT  HORNET F IELD .
THE F IELD IS USED BY ALL UN ITS ON THE F IELD aND HAS PROVEN TO BE ONE OF
OUR GREaTEST ASSETS iN F ILLING IN oUR SPARE T IME.

CHR ISTMAS EVE AND CHR ISTMAS DHY  YERE CELEBRHTED BY THE S UADRON
IN TYP ICAL N INETEENTH  FASH ION. A CHR ISTMAS PaRTY ti  AS G IVEN FOR BOTH
THE ENL I STED t<dEN AND OFF 1CERS i'JHICH TURNED OUT TO BE   ,U

ITE A GALA AFFA IR ,
O J A PAR ;'  I TH PREVI OUS PART I ES GI VEN BaCK I PJ THE REAR AREAS.

MORALE.
THE MORl L OF THE UN IT IS EXCELLENT. ONE OUTSTAND ING CONTR IBUT ING

FACTOR TOwARD G OD MORALE HaS BEEN THE P-38 S. W ITH P-38 S LONGER RANGE
THE S. UADR

ON IS AGA IN ABLE TO STR IKE HT ACT IVE ENEMY BASES. THIS (N IT-
SELF IS a BREAK IN THE MONOTONY OF COM6AT AIR PATROL AND THE DULL PAGAN
M ISSIONS. THE P ILOTS AND GROUND CREWS ARE PLEASED VJITH THE T4"dIN ENG INE
A IRCRAFT, aND THE OUTF IT AGA IN FEELS THAT IT IS ACCOMPL ISH ING SOMETH ING
HERE I  J THE PACI F IC.

PRO .̂ OT I ONS ST I LL REMA I N ONE OF THE S. UADRONS B IGGEST PROBLE AS.
AT THE PRESENT T IME THERE  1RE NU  lEROUS OFFICERS IN THE ORGAN IZAT ION WHO
HAVE NOT BEEN PROPAOTED I N OVER A YEAR.    ANY OF THESE 1 EN ARE SECOND
L IEUTEN iNTS  ,ND ARE LEaD ING FLIGHTS IN OOMBAT. IT IS D IFFICULT FOR THOSE
OF US IN    S ,UADR

ON , ESPEC IALLY ONE IN COM6AT , TO UNDERSTAND WHY TH IS
COND IT ION NEED EY IST AT ALL. IT IS FELT THHT A FEW YJELL PLACED PROMOT ION
V  ILL NOT ONLY BOOST ANY ALREADY GOOD raORALE euT w ILL 6ETTER COMBAT
EFF IC IENCY.

JOSEP . 4VNSEND
1ST. L IEUT. A.C.INTELLIGENCE OFFICER
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  .
CONFIDENTIAL

318TH FIGHTER GRDIIP, AAFA. P. O.
#   +

  27 December 191i1r

318TH FIGHTF R GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-66  Conaolidated)
P- 36 PR.OVISIONAL SQUADRDN MISSION REPORT # 12- 5

1. A, Eighteen (18  P-3gL'a.
(Three (3) tailed to reach tdrget)

B. One (1) NICK

2, A, None
B. One (1} NICR deatroyed tn ths air (oonfirmed); one {1) ZEKE dea-

troyed on the ground; two (2) ZER S damaged on the ground.

3.  'ighter eweep on Iwo aima.

4 . Ma  or ROESF R, Lt s . RESER, KENDLE, STOLZ (Vi ol et 33 )
Capt , McC0 9N, Lt a. SHENEr9AN, SPENCER, BA  COCK (Vi ol et 36 )
Lte. RUFF, SPAULDING, PETTY, MOA.RIS

(Violet 35 
Capt . lmJLLIGAhi , Lt s . DEYONRER, FOSTER, SULLIVAN (qi ol et 36 )
Lt. FANCHE t, F

/0 JAMK,S (Violet 37)

TBkeoft: 0621 - Cwer Targets ]
.
015 - Land: 1345

The tive flighte rendezvou ed with the three navigating B•29 a
over East Field and proc©eded to Iao Jima at 10

,000 feet,Lt . KE' 1DLE  s (Vi ol et 33- 3 ) l andi ng gear door a wot l d not cl os s ,He pancaked at  est Field, Tinisn, at 0815,Lt. SP'ENCER
(Violet 34-3) rsturned from 200  ilee out aue to

faultp generator and oscflYating R.F.M, He paneaked at  eat Field,Tinian, nt 0810,Lt. BABCOCK (Violet 3 .•4
) returned f̀rom 300 milea out due to right

cellarrt flapa being inoperr tive, He panaaked at East Fjeld at 0945.The remaininR 15 planes eonti  ed to IRO Jima, droppft  to the deck
100 milea f  om the target. As they reached the target area, the follos-ing action took plaoe:

Violet 33-1 made his run acroea the north end of A.ir
field No,

1
.The firet target he aaw appeared to be a building or ls.rge van bet  en

the two turnarounda. A four to five second burst waa fired , ecoring hite
on peraonnel and starting fire4. As he pulled out of his strafing div e
he Qaw a ship (tentatively.

identiPied aa a naval transport , A P D) about
one mile off the east coast, south of the boat landing. He and the re•
mainder of hia flight mac e throe atrafing runs on the veeae2,

hitting
the bridg , superetructure and along the w3terline, Violot 33-1 then
circled the north part of the ieland and heard a bogie ca],

Ied in by Vio-
let 33-4 , low at 3 o'clock.

Yiolet 33-4 made the firat attack on the
enempr plane which was now identified ae s NTCK, Atter Violet 33-4 broke
ol f , Vi ol e t 33- 1 g ot on t he NICK' e t ai l , opene c  f i re e.

t me di um rat  e and
obser.ned hits on the right engine and wing root. Further tirfng resulted
in an explosion of the NICK's riRht auxilliary external tank,

Flamea
from thia exploeion charrec  the lePt wing of Violet 33-1's plane, The
NxCR took violent evasive action.

Violet 33-1 broke off the attack due
t o be i nP out of ammuni t i ots.

.CONFIDENTIAL - 1 - CONFInENTIAL
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CONFIDENT3AL

318th Ffghter Greup Miaaion Report   12-66 (Consolidated) -- CONTIN[TED

4. CONT  D

Vlolet 33-z picked up his first target which was a truck on the turn-
a r ound on t he nort h e nd of Ai r f i el d No, 1, He at raf ed i t , obs©rvi t g hi t e ,He then s trafed a g•an poeition just off the next turnaround to the eaet.
No f i r e or expa

.o ;  i o:1s  ver e ob ser ved . He t hee   oi ned t he r e at of h i a f l i ght
f or t he a t t a ck o l t '  e f r e i ght er , 1  f t er t hi s , he   oi ne d i n t he at t,gek on
the NICK, firing a c',eflection shot 3t the aame time that Violet 33•I made
his first pass. After Vio:iet 33-1 broke off hia attack, Violet 33-z Rot
on t he NICh t s t 3 '  1 a  ld ope ned f Sr e f r om me di um r an  e , He obs erve d hi t s
on the left engine,  hich burst into flame, anr? also hits in the eockpit.He br oke of f t er por ru 3l y but aga i n got on t he NICK  s t ai l ar  t he NICK
pulled up to the iefi . Cpening fire at c1oRe ran e, he obnertred hita on
the tail and left wirg, He s3w a atrip  rhich r  s poaaibly an aileron,
or aheel, dan ling fro  the left xing, The NICR began a divinp,

turn to
the right as t 'iole t 33 •  f red a finnl burst, whiah resulted in an explo-
ai on i n t he l ef t c i :    :   o c , '. 'he r;I CK f l i pp  d ovAr , hi a l ef t wi ng t i p .
st ruck t.hs waYs r , unc h:: c_ a sa ec  i_n a l ar  e expl oai on, The poRi t i on of
t he crash   s Fippl.c_  m̂   f l ti- 2   mi i e s nort hcre Rt of Iwo Ji rna .Vi ol e t 33- 1  r a a  a s EMr_

f i n€?  •un f r om t he lve s t , Ii e obs er ved f l e ahe a
c omi ng f r om a pu   p o; i t  

_on c n t he e a st coa s t   u s t be l o  t he boa t l andi n t,He f i re d i nt o t h i  : p   s i      on , ob se r v i ng hi t s , He   oi nad t he bal ance of
hia flight in the a T ack on thc ship, the bvw of  .hich was pointed approx-
i mat el y 4 5 de   r e as c*̂v e . '  i ol e t 33 -4 ' s f i r s t pa s s  ra s made 4 5 de   r ee s
t o t he bow, The aEaor d p3s b .  s r a de 90 de   r e ©e t o t he boar, He obae r v ed
hi t s g oi ng i nt e t r e   i c o a  l c  sta  :   ŝ t r u e   ur e a nd s aw a s ma l l eacpl oai on on
t he s uper s t ru ;t urc , F i: .

  i    :    f f •  r i s t a r   e t , he   o i ned hi e f l i   ht a a t hey
pr oc e eded t c  n1 i m.L- a nd ;_e o. 

  f  . r
  he n or t h pa r t of I wo J i r a . Y ihen t h®

f l i   h t r ea ched 2 ,    (10 f :   •,, c r  =3 c o   r s Q of 270 de   r ee s , Vi ol e t 33 - 1  aaw s.NICK 500 feet below , t 3 e'cl ck, appraxima±ely one mile away,
headinR

on a c ot r s e of h   de f;r 4ac , He cal l ed t he b og i e i :  and s t art e d af t er hi m,He Yired t'zree l ng Jc •sts rut ob4erved no hita. He then made thr©e more
pnases and observpd hia tracer9 going into tho fusela e, wing roota and
canopy, Then, boing ou•t of ammunition, he broke off hie attack and  oined
Violet 3   .Viol©t 34^1 gtr  fed a truck, buildin s anc  enem3r personnel on the
service apron nt :;he snuthern end of Airfield No,

1
, A large fire wsa

s t ar t ec  a s a r e s •li t of  i:h i s a t t a ck , Aa he c amme of f t he i s l an , he ma de
three straiinF runs on the shtp, ob aerving hits on the brid e and at the
waterline,

Violet 3A.-2 st.ra
fed two trucks south of the northernmost turnarounc 

on Airfield No. 1, He  hen strafec? six trucks Rnd enerny personnel on the
be a ch j u s t   ou±h of :;h e t oa t l a r d   nd on t he e a st cor  s t , fie t he n   oi ned
h i s f l i  -h-t l e r  c3er.

i n a t ;.a cx i n  t he s hi p .Vi c i e   3   f l i   h   , hc.c
' bc_en a Rs i gned t he   i l dr ums i mbe dde d al ong t he

bea ch on t 5e   c; s    c o zs t . Th e f l i   ht pr oceed eA n or t h of I WO J i ma , p ns s -
i ng ev er iC  n  o'. _u

Tr;a end pa l l i n  u p t,o 2 , 00 0 f e et ovor Hi r a i Pa Saki ,Vi ol e t  :5- 1 0'  ; e °     •s d s. 1ot of s mal l pi l e a of s and and r ncks on t ro be acb .He f zr o ; i .r   o r h   ± a  p3  ,Ted t o b e oi :i drura3 s e t i nt n t he s a nd z"or r i f l e
p f t s . l e e'  s   r v e ? d:  r ° ct h i t s at har r  oni z ed r an  e by bot h 2ftmm and t r ace r a ,but t ho r r urs c: i d no    e _ct  l e r e nr cat ch f i r e ,

He ads of dr ums apue qr ed t o
have been cut off.

He s rept his fire along the beaah,
turning off the
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4. CONT'D

tarRet over the rrest boat landing. Retirin  out to aes and clirnbiog, he
saw a small boat the size of a seagoing tup approximately 1,000 yards off
Tobiishi Bana,

headed approxir ately 10 degrees toward ahore,
Violet 35

fli ht mac'e seven strafin  attacka from 45 degrees to dead astern ot 
the boat, gettin  rnar ly hits at the Waterline and nn the superstrueture,
When the fl

.
ight left his target, the boat was drifting and aettling in

the white foar  water and among the rocks directly off the snuth tip of
t he i s l and , ? ` ey ob aer med t wo e en or bodf e s i n t he wat er .Violet 35-2 aaw the oil drur s sasigned as a tarPet but a as not in a
positic n to fire on them.

He observed aix ta eight landing type craft
i n t he e e s t boat l andi np . He obs er v ed t hr ee 4 0mr  t r acer s e ornf ng f r ora
t hi s pos i t i or  and t her ef or e f i s ed i nt o t he ahi ps whi l e t u r ni t  of f t he
terget. Damage as a reault of thia strafing was unobserved.Violet 35-3 wae also out of poaition tn hit the oil druma but obser-
vec  t he f i r e f5rom Vi ol e t 35- 1 g o di r e ct l y f nt o t hec  , Vi ol e t 35• 3 f i r ed
into o wooden building north of the intersection of the roads on the weat
beach , He saw hits on the building, Automatic weapons fire prevented him
continuin  hia pass south along the beach, He pulled off the to,rge

t 2,000
feet 9outh of the boat landing.Vf ol e t 3 5- 4 f i r ed down a whol e r ox of  lrwna but es w no r e s ul t a f r om
hi s f i r e , He ob8er v ec  t r a cer f i r e c omi

.np l   om a re ve t n+ent and bui l cl i ng  
i n t he v i c i ni t y of t he we st b  at 2a ndi ng ,  Ie dt t e e  red t hi e  pc Ri t i on and -
the firing ceased. Automatic weapons fire from north of the voleano
forced him to retire out to sea 2,500 feet aouth of the boat landing,Violet 36-1 thoroughl3r strafed Rn automatic weapons position tbat was
firing at him fro a the beach approximatFlq due weat froM the turnaround
on Airfield N . 2

. He then strafed 2 or 3 sin le•engine aircraft,which
may or nay not have been operational, just west ot' the turnaround. Con-
t i nui n  hFs pas s e a Rt of t he t ur nar ound , he at ar t ed a f i r e r.d dway bet ween
t he t ur nar   und and t he ea st coa st . As he pul

.
l ed of f t he i sl an ? , t he burn=

ing area exploded and dark sm ke rese to 2,000 feet. He next observe  the
s hi p of f t he ea st coa st a nd s t r af e d i t f r om s t ern t c  bow* or ser v i ng h  t s
all along the c eck and bridge,  Phen he left, the ^reighter was smokit 
from 2 or 3 different places.violet 36-2 eaw 3 c2f.ppe

d-win  ZEKFS parked wing tip to wing tip at
the west edge of the No, 2 Airfield runway intersection. He fired int o
the ZEi  S and the eenter one immediately exploc?ec? and burst into flsme,Inaemuch as the 3 ZEKES were parked so close to ether, Violet 3 -2 beli   s
the two outside onea muat have been aeverely damaged when the niddle one
exploded. Coming off the island, he obaerved a ehip and  oined three
other P-3g's who were strafing the ship in stric ; formation. He observed
hits aloaR thQ side and bridge,Violet 36-3 made his pass on the deck across Airi'leld No. 2, He saw
the three 7 EKES

(the middle one wa a burninp) and  ust as he atarted to
strafe the other tWO, he received hits from aut matic weapona fire which
tore oFf a lar e section of his left outboard hori2 nta1 stabilizer and
aamage c  hi s l e f t ver t i cal at abi l i zer and r udde r . He i r.ir.iedi at e l y hettded
for Minami Rock and orbitted there until  oined by the B-29ts.Violet 3 -4 etrafed two of the landin  craft near the  re9t boat land-ing, observing hita on ono of them. He continued acrosa the ialand Rith-
out pickinf up a specific tar et and was 3uat abnut to  oin in the attarck

    I  'I   - 3 - CONFIDP  ITIAL
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on tbe ehip  rhen he heard Violet 36-3 call fn and say that he had been
hit, He therefore  oined Violet 36-3 and acconpanied hi.  to Mitsami Rock.

Violet 37-1 remained with the bcxnbera until they came within one
mi l e fl f Iwo Ji r a , He t hen sa v t he s ea  oi n  t ug of f t he aout h t i p of t he
island and procaeded to attack it. He nade a total of seven strafing
passes  n the boat,  baerving tracers pour into it on eac:h pass, After
hi s l aat pass , he s aw t he boat crr s5 i nt o t he r c±cks on t k•e s out heast t i p
of the island. The boat was srnokinp_ w

hen he left the area.
Violet 37-2 remained with the bombers and did not attack any tarp,e

t.
A/ A vs.r i ed , Fi re f r om t he wee t s hcn•e wa s r ea  er anc  i nac cur at e ex -

cept !er the autonatic weapona positi ns  ust north of the south volaano,
which was intense and inaccurate,

Fire from the positiona in the vieinity

oi Airfield No,
2 Was moderate and aecu. »a

te,
Violet 36-3 waa hit !'Yom

theae positions, Int nse barra€e tyne fire wa.s observed comin ? from po-
s3tiona south of the east • boat landin . Fire fr m these positions
(l,Omm or 1ar er) put up an intense barra s over the ship  ust sfter the

.
pi l ot s c c rapl e t e d t he i r s t r af i n  a t t acka .

At 1030 ah pl an es had compl et e i t hei r at t acks a nc  r e nde zvcus ed Ri t h
the 8-29's at Minami Rock. They headed for base at 20i1,.0.

5 . A. Goo d e tir out e a nd r e t ur n evi t h t he ex ce pt i on of a f ew s rnal l f r   nt a .
Good over tar et; clouda, .3 cumu2us,

4000 to 5000 feet.
B. Louc? and cl ear .

6, See Narrative.

7 , 14 , 81,1 rounda . 50 cal . 1 , 1,28 r ounde 20 xn, 10 , 377  *al l ona   as .

8, Other observatione:
Violet 35-1 observed ehite phosphorous explodin  in the air direct2y

over the fire startec  by Violet 34=1 at the southern end of Airfield No,
l. 3rnoke from this fire and fron the burnin  ZEKE was visible frnm Min-
ami R.oak,No oper a t i ona l pl ane s   t her t tia n t hoae ment i onec  j n t hi s r e port

were eeen, either on the runways ar in the wooded disp rsal area,
When planes finished s ;rafin  the naval trunspor},. A P D amoke Waa

aeen riain  from threQ plaees zlon  the deck. The B-29 navi.pa
tional

e s e or t pl ane s obs er`  ec, i nt e ns e   / 1  f i re eni t t i n  f r om t h i s shi p when i t

was under st r s i' i n  a t i ,a c 's by t he P- 38 cs .
A t hor -ou  h r 3r.c .  t;a i s   s.nce of Mi namf Rock hq Vi ol et 34 - 1 di d not di s -

c l os e t he pre s ence of a ~adar i ns t al l at f on .
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CONFI DENTIAL CONFI DENTI AL

318TH FIGHTER GROUP, AAF
A. P. O.

# 21.4

2  . December 191 4

318TH FIGHTER GROUP MISSION REPORT # 12-46 {Conaolidated)
P- 38 PR,OVISI ONAL SAUADRO T IuII SSION REPORT #  I 2- 4

1
.

A
, Eightevn (18) P-38L s,

(One did not reach the tar et)
B, None

2, A, None
B, One (1) ZEKE destroyed on the ground; Twa (2) tRin•engine aircraft

dama ed on the  round; Four (L) ein le-en ine aircraft damaw d on
the  round.

3. Fi hter sweep on Iwo Jir a,

4 , e apt , PARK, Lt s . RIVA  , ERBELE , DUP JY.
(Vf ol e t 34 )

Capt .    eCO  N, Lt s . BYERS, SNYDER, R
,_ ,.,

ESER,
(Vi ol e t 3  )

Capt. OTTENSTEIN , Lts.
DUKET , KENDLE , DONAHUE

,
(Violet 3b)

Lts.
JACOB.SON, DU IIJ,

LIEBGOTT , CARDEN,
{Violet 37)

Lt s . ?f1I IS ON, BESCHE . (Vi ol e t 3 g )

Take of f : 0615 - Ov :r Tar  et : 1015 - Land: 1332

The five fli hts rendezvoused with three B-29fs (navi atin  escort)
over Ea s t Fi e l d and he 3de d f or I  ro Ji raa , Anpr oxi mat e l    1 5 mi nut e s af t er
takeoff, vioiet 35-Z lost coolant out of his riPht en ine an!  the left
turbo started to sooke, He rc turned to Saipan, landin  at IselY Field
nt 06 50 , The r ©r. a

i ni n  17 P- 38   s t e r© e s cor t ed t o v i t hi n 30 r  i l e s of
I    o Ji c1a . Vi ol e t 3$ r or a i ne d   i t h t ha B- 29 ' s and Vi ol e t s 34 , 3 5 , 36

,  
37   ter e s e t on c our s e f or t he t ar   e t ar ea . They f orc ed l i ne r br ea s t
and made one atrafin  run acro s the island fro  northnest to eouthe2st,Violet 34-1 observed three aircrsft near the junction of the run-
Wa,y s on Ai r f i e l d # 2 , One   a s a e i l ver s i nRl e - en  i ne f 1 -ht  ;r ( pr ob   hl v
a TOJO) and the other two were dark, oamoufla ed ZEKES,

Violet 34-1hit the silver plane with a lon  burat, but it did not explode or estch
f i r e , He t he n s t r s.f ed t he ZEK.ES , s e t t i n  one of t he   on f 3r e . Thi s
ZEI  was definitely destroyed. Violet 31 -1 theh strsfed three beached
ships on the east shore of the fsland, near the boat landinR, with
unobserved reaults,Vi ol at 31

.-
2 di d not pi ck up a t r  r   e t unt i l he   +as al MOSt c.cr os s

the island, He then observed and strafed a  un pesition located near
thQ benched ships on th© ePSt shore, The results of the stra.

fin  were
not observod,

Violet 3L-3 strs.
fed a ZEKE in a revetnent  

iuGt southeast of the#2 Airfield runway intersPCtfon, Hits were obsF:rved but no spacific
c ar a  e not e d

. Vi ol e t 34 - 3 t hen obs  :r v er.
? 3 ot her o* er at i ona l s i r craf t

parked  
 ust enuth of the ZEKE s revetment, Ae was unablr-.  to  et his

nose dor:n in time to strafe these three air rsft.Violet 34-4 observved 5 aircraft in bunkers south of Airfield # 2
,He fired a lon  burst at the aircraft and obeervcd hits on tv o of thern,but they did not burn. He then ob5ervec  a truck full of Japs on the
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road just east of the runwaps. The Japs dism unted and acattered for
c over bu t Vi o 

.e t 34 - 1+   ra s pul l i n  up at t he t i r e and coul d not s t r s f e
the troops,

t hile passin  over the en3t shore of the islr nd, he obser•
ved and strafed a posqible fun positioh on the beach east of the runways,He observed hits in  be reVetraent.Violet 35 1 found no tar eta other than a truck and steam roller on
the south tip ef Afrfield #2, which he strafed. He observed one sin le
engine ai craft in a revetment on the northeast eorner of Airfield #1. iolet 35-z strafed a VAL in a revetment betvaeen Airfield #1 and
Ai r f i e l d   `2 , eout h of t he i nt er s e c t i on of No , 2 run^  y s .

No hi t s   er e
observed.Violet 35-3 strnfed a silver single-engine sircraft in one of a
line of revQt* ents Qonnectin  the two airfields. 20mr  hits wero obsor-
ved and the on©my plane was left smoking. He then strafed a truck and
eneny personnol on the north tip of .

 irfield  1 .Vi ol e t 36 - 1 obs er ved a Cun pos i t i on near t he beach r e s t o.
f Ai r f i e l d

#2
. He strn.

fed it with unobserved results.
He next observed a lar e,

screen-type radar 3ust southmest of the turnaround on Airfield #2, He
strafed this installation without bein  able to determine specific dams.ge,A  un poeition  ust to the lAft of the radar was firin  aa Violet 36-1
passed this area,Vi ol e t 36- 2 9aw t v!o t tivi n- en  i ne ai r craf t 1 arked 100 f e e t apar t be -
t we en t hQ r i d  e and t he  re s t t ax i * ay of # 2 Ai r f i e l d . He s t raf ed bot h
planes, observin  r any hits on each. He also hit a Jap avho was runnin 
from one plzne to the other,Vi ol e t 36•-3 f ou nd hi r  s e l f on t he de ck nt t he we s t be ach , He f i r od
into unidentif:ied beach positions.

As he pulled uu, he noticed a lar e
whi t e puf f of s r oke ,gi fi i l  :r t o c?r i f t i n  s t e l r  on hi s l e f t . He t ur ned
and fired into the smoke. Continuin ? his pass, he strafec  gress huts
s out h and wes t of Ai r f i e l c    -̀3 , Nas i nR ov er , ha t hen s t r af e d a concen-
t r r  t i on of r unni nf J aps (a ppr o d .car  t el y 50 or 60 ) mi dway be t wee n t he we s t -
er n e nd of Ai r f i e l d ,#3 anc? t he nor t h t ur n   .r ound of Ai r i 'i ®l d # 2 , Re t i r -in  southeaatward, he continued to strafe across the iql: nd.Violet 36-4 vvas approximately 150 feet to the left of Violet 3F-3
and made an almost 3dentical atraffne run, He observed an additional
concentration of troons north of those attacked by Violet 3 -3.

He
strafed these troops and observec  his fire hittjn * amon  them,

Retirin 
southeastw3.r

d, he fired at so e buildin s (probnbly conarete) 3,000 feet
aor t h©a s t   f t he Ea s t -We s t r unway of   2 Ai r f i e l d,Violet 37 -1 approached th© island pullin  up to 1,000 fet t. He
nos e d ov et   a  c i,he be ach and obs erve d nur er ous wr e cke d a i r cr af t on and
about Ai r f 'i .el d #3 . Hi s c our ae dur i n  t he r un ava a appr ox i r  a t e l y 3209   
 nd t̀ook  r.im over the area formerly occupied by the industrial plant,This entire area e.ppeare

d levelled, The P-38ts on his ri ht forced hic 
to s;:afe north oi his assipne  tar et area.

Nunernus  rass shacks were
s e en a nd s t r e.° Vn  1or ch v° t he t ur    r ound . He c ont i nue d hf s s t r af i nP run
nor t h a nc? nor  c:l ea s T,, of Ai r i"i e l d # 2 , hi t t i n  what ap  ar ed t o be ceme nt
struc ;ures appr xir ately 5,000 fePt northeast of the turnaround,Violet 37-2 fired into a lar e house ?,000 feet northwest oP the
turnaround and into the fun position south oP #3 airfield, He then
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straf©d the  un position east of  he radlt etation near #2 Airfield:
Violet 3 3- straf©d  ouses southeast of #3 AirPield+ He observed

t   o f i r e s , one appr oad   .
  e l y 2 , 000 f e e t e a s t of # 3 Ai r f i e l d and t he

ot her 2 , 000 f e et we s t t f   `3 Ai r i"4e   d , He r e t i re d nor   hea s t , s t r af i n 
t he gun pos   t i on di r e c   l  r e a s t of   he e a at e hd of #3 Ai r   f̀ e l d ,Vi ol Et 37 .   , s t r af ed a     o s s t   e Cent e f o  A$r f   e l d #3 and , t ur n3n 
left, strafed the rAd .r btlt on 2,

 00 feet north-northeast of the east
end of Ai r f e ],c

  #3 . He obs er 4ed hi s 20rsr.  s he l l s e nt er j n  t he bu i l d-
in , Viole

 
37-4 retired north off the islanc .rZea  er t o rtoder at e A/ A f r or  ma chi ne   uns and aut or  s.

t i c we apons was
received frar  the follopinp. po

ints:
Automatic weapons pasitiona east of Airfield  2,M/G position next to radar southeast of the turnaround an

Airfield #2,
M/G's near three beached ships on ee st coRSt.MfG 100 yards east of the west shore, due west oF Airfield #2.

The A/ A f i r e s e er  ed t o be ac cur at e as t o dfr e ct i on but 3na.ccur at e
ae to altitude.

Violet 36-1 received a  aR ed taarr on the ri ht outer
collant lacket cowlin  from a probable autor Rtie weapon. Violet 36-2
r e ce i ved a s mal l hol e i n t he no se of hi s pl s.ne f r or  a p

_
r ob  bl e r.uu3chi ne

 un.
APter the P-3gts coMpleted their strafin  runs, they rendeZVOUSed

wi t h t he B- 2O1a be t  ree n I   ro J i na and Mf nami Rock anc' hea de d f or bas e .
5. A

. Good enrnute and return; clouds ,
  to .

6
, Over tar et, poor -- soli 

overc zst at 700 feet and rainin ,B, Loud anc! cl ear .
6

. Sae nt rrat i ve .
? . ? , 1  0 r ounds . 50 cal . 9'lb rouncas 20mm. 12, 495   al l ona   r  s ,
8
. The radar ststion just southwegt of the turn?round on Airfiel3  2

was definitely identified, Th 
.s

installation does not apnear on
current maps or photo ranhic interpreta.

tions,

SANDERS
DI STRI BUTI ON:
3 Copie9: CTF 93
3 " : Df r e c t or of I nt e l l

.
i   e nce , A_AFPOA

3 " ; Hq , Seve nt h Ai r For ce
3 " : Hq , VI T Fi  *ht er Co  r a nd
1 " : CTU 94.A.17 "' : E+ ch Squ ĉ'ron c oncernec'
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P-38 Frovisional Squadron T 9iGsion
# 12-3

318th Fi hter Group  'ission # 12-32

1
, A, EiFhtoen P-38L's.

(Two did not reach the tar et).
B. Or_e

ZEKE,

2 , A. Pione ,B, One ZEKE shot do an (Conf i rrned) ; one ZEKE dama.  ed ; one BETTY damr   ec  ,

3 , Lo  l evel f i   ht er sr.eep on I   o Ji r.ui .

L..    a   or ROESER, Lt s , J , P , N!ORRI S , EUSTIS , F/ 0 J    .
    5 ,

(Vi ol e t 33 ) - ( 333d Sq )

Cs pt   .
3n TENNP NT, Lt s , STA"iPE, KENDLE , DUN? 1.

(Vf ol e t 3L
.
) - ( 19t h Sq )

Capt a i n  .'!ULLI GAN, Lt s DE YONKER, FAtdCHER, .̀40NYELLE .
(Vi ol e t 35 ) - ( 333d Gq)

Capt r  i n MC CO'?N, Lt s . HEAC=rFEY, KANE ,   REDFIELD (Vi ol e t 36 ) - (7 3r c? Sq)

Lt s S?RITH, 6d, BErTNE'i'T.
(Vi ol e t 37 ) - ( 7 3rd Sq;

Take of f : 07
.
15 Over Tri.r   e t : 11] 0 L  ,n

d: L43 0

Al l f i ve f l i   ht s r enc  e zv ous e d rri t h t he t hr ee B- 29   s ( nav i      .
t i n  e sc or t ) ov er

ERat Fi e l d and pr oce edec  t o h o J i ma a t l O, Oc  O f e e t . Lt. Dunn ( Vi ol e t 3L
.-

l ) deve l op-
ed s  n ai r l oek whi ch pr ev e nt e d   a s f r om t he Px t Er nal and  ri n  t i p t ank s f r om f l oc  -
i n  pr oper l   t, He was  

.
00 mi l e s f r oro ba s e at t he t i me ar_

d   a s ordered t o r Pt ur n ,
accorapanied by Lt, Kendle (Violet 3 

.-
3)

.

The f l i Fht,s l e t down tivhen 60 mi l e s f r om t h? t nr   e t i n or der t o appr or  ch Iti  o    
Jima on the deck.

The B-29ts put•them on course for It o, but the headinP.
brou ht

the fli hts to MinRmi Rock instead,
A9 soon as A4inami Rock wa a Ri hted,

the fli ht•s
chanFEd c our s e anc  xppr oache l I wo J i ma f

_r om t he cr©st . Vi ol e t 37 r emai ned ari t h t.he
B-29 s as fi ?hter eGcort,

Th    ot her 11,. pl nnPS ?.ppr oachec  t he t a.r   e t l i ne nbr ens t , on t he de ck , Capt   i n
Tennant (Violet 3.G-1

) and hjs  in  mAn, Lt Stampe (Violet 34-2
)
, spo+tee  t  ZEKE

flyin  pa_
trol a.

t 1,500 feet directly over the islt nd, Both pilotg pulled up  as the
ZET  ' t ur ne d t o t he l e f t , The ZEKE app   r ent l y   i c  not obs erv e our a t t aek t e cr us e he
t o nk no e vaRi v e aet i on unt i l hul l e t s f r om V 

.o
l e t 3L - 1 anc  3  .-

2 s t ar t ed t o hi t hi s

. pl :ane . C.zpt ni n Tennant ob:  e rv ed 3 20MM sheh
.s

h i t t he ZEKE di r e c t l y behi nd t h :
pi l ot , i n t he v i c f ni t y of t '̂ e axv  en t qnk , Lt St r rape observ ed t ^o of h i s bur st•s
h i

.
t t h e ZEKE , On ; oti t he enFi ne be l o  t he cowl i n  3n ' on== on t he   î nF r oot , As

Cnnt,a i n Te nr  .nt br oka a ray , t he ZFKE   a s s r oki n  . Lt . St qrape obs er ved t he ZEKE
cr as h nor t h  ̂e s t of Ai r f i e l d # 1 .

? Ra  or Roe eer obs erv a-l t  . o s i l v er ZEKES t ax i i np and 9 BETTY   i t h i t s e n  i ne s
r unni n  on t he NE- S' ' run  s y of Ai r f i e l d

.
# 2 , Ae t ur ned i nt o t hP t hr e e Ri r cr ^f t an '

opened f i r e , Hi F    i n   ̂  n r s s c onc ent r at i n  on s t r af i n    un po s i t i   n s and c?i  ' nnt

see hirn turn off, He scored hits on t'•e BETTY snd on one ZT;KE,
The latter spun

ar ound suddenl y a s i f i n a   r ounc? l oc p , Ne i t her pl ane c ms obse rv e d t o e  cpl oc?e or
bu.r n , nor   ns i t pos s i bl e t o de t ermi ne   het her t he pl ane s s t   pne  3 s.

f t er  r  .r
da .
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CONFIDENTIAL
        't IAL- _

- ,  .   • ...- . . . 319TH FIGRTER GROUP, AA F
:  ,P.o.   244  _

13 Decenb  r 19 1,1, . _ -  

P- 38 PRQVISIONAL SQUADRON P 9I SSION REPORT   12: 2
318TH FIGHTER GR.OUP  dI°SION REPORT # 12- 13

1,_ A, Ei ght ($) P-3$L  s ,H. None

2, A, Nono
H, Nono -

  3. Escort of One (1) F-5 on photoeraphic  ̂ission to IWO Ji a,
l+. Lt s , LOFLIN, DONOHUE, SITTON,   ORRIS (JP)

.
(Vi ol et 5) - {l qt h Ft r ,

)
Lt s , 1  I ISON, SHEP 1fi D, AP,SON, STEVENS. (uf ol et Ll, ) - (73rd Ft r ,

)

Takeof f : 07  .5 - Over Target : 1135 - Land : 1510

Lt,  ORRIS, Violet 3-4, returned to 1 ase c ue to Penarator and
hy dr aul i c s y et en out , pancald nR s t 0910 , Lt , :  I IS ON, Vi ol e t 1,Q.-

1 ,failad to  akeoff on account of riPht engine outting out,
(Airlock

in gaeline),Flfghts rendemvouaed at M urpi Point with 3 B-24 naviFation planes
and proceeded to 10,000 feet to a point 100 Miles out fro® the target
RharQ they started letdown to the deek.

Approach was rne de to the tsr-
get fror  the east anc  approxiQately 15  iles out. The B-2  a mith one
f l i Pht a e e s c ort pr oce eded t o A Ii nar  i Roek ,Violet 5-1 and 5-3 eacortod photo ehip over targot. Run was  ade
f r ora SE t o Nt  a nd t ur ne d aout h , Vi ol e t 5- 2 ac c or  pa ni ed pl a ne a i n e s •
eort of B-2k 's. Fron the Rest bench dust observed indic tit  activity
on t he beae h 1 000 f ee t nor t h of t he vol c   .n

i c c one , Af Eer pl ane a r eaehed
south tip of the island, AirffQld  1 appeured dusty, Strafiag  ras not
£easible because onlg tr o planes escorted photo ship over tar Pt, Other
pl ane s r o!  a i ned wi t h B- 21+  s at I  i namf Ro ck , One pr obabl e 40c m bur s t
sQen at north end oP the ialand. Observod DD 350 mileB south of Ipo
J i rar  on re t ur n t r i p . No a i r bor ne pl nne s at I no J i   .Vfolet 3

.
L
., plus Violet 5-2, eseorted navipstion planos to the ren-dozvcus point, r9inaai Rock, On reachinp the r©ndezv us they climbed

to 3000 feet, and had corapleted only one lar e circle before being
 oined by tbe F-5 and its oacort,

5. A,   os t her very good  enr c ut e (
, 2- . 3 cur ul us )

, Over t arget , ,3 cumul usf r or  1500 t o 3000 f QCt ,B, Loud a nd c l ear ,  

6
, None

7 , 80 rounds . 50 cal . 5 r ounds 20eirt, 3975 Pal l ons   s ,
8
, Observed B-2  strike headed north on return trip, Volcano on Fsrallon

de Pa aros eruptin ,
SAN  RS

CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL
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31$'TH FIGfl TFR GROUP, A  F -
  

A. P. O.
  21.  -

ONSOLI ION .
 

-
P- 38 Pr a+  f s i onal Squ adr on A4i ss i on # 12- 1 8 December 191,1 . -•  
3  $tb G  oup  [i ssi ob # 12  10

-
I;, A, Twenty-eight P-38L s.

B. Five ZEBES. ;

  , A, None .B, ©ne Z  $S dest r oyed ( aor,f i rmed) a   one   dan a@ed,

• 3 . Fi ght er S  reep on L  o Ji .ma., pr i or t o st r i ke by B- 29   a a  l B- 2l. ' e . ;

!, . Gapt . PARK; Lt e . SULLIYAN, EII STIS , Dt3XET. (Vi ol e t 1)
- 
 
,

- Capt . OTTEN3TE  i; Lt s . MO!UYELLE  F  tH  LE, FOSTL R.   (Vi ol et   ) 1
Capt , TENNI  IT; Lt e . SPAULDII aG, P TTY, GIBSON.

(Vi ol et ?3
  a  . ROESE t; Lt s . HEAGNEY, BALKUN[, DUERSC  'dID  .

(Vi ol et   .
 

Lts RUFF' GARL N CO$ RICR.ARD.
(Violet 5)   ,

I

• ' ' ' (Violet 6)Lt s . KAhIE, 1PAI  R, F ARBOUR, REDF  LD.  Ce.pt .   COP,'N, BENNETT (M) , SPENGER, HE,  CI  ,
(V3ol et 7)  

Takeoff: 062 . Tima Over Target:  09h5. Lands 1 .01.

The t hree e  soort i r  B- 29 ' a l e.c
  a17 8even f l i ;rht s t o wi t hi n Pi v e mi l ee of Iwo

  i ma. The or i gi nal pl aa   ae f or Vi ol et e 1 , 2 and 3 t o make a seaee  i ar our  l t he * ast
side of the island, anc  Vi olets 4,5  na 6 to make a ere®p around the eQet side

hts were to cl®ar the Rkies ot en fi htere befo eof t he i s l and. The se ei z f l i     R
t he arrf val of t he 8- 29 ' s an ? B- 2L' e . Qi ol et 7 wa.s t o rea  i n  ri t h t he t hr ee, e a-
  or t i t  8- 29 ' s , f i ve  nf l e s sou+h of Iwo Ji ma . Haaeever , a sol i d overcas t exi st   d
ovar t he t ar get and t !:e pi l ot s cou.t d not aee ar ,y par t of t he i al n  c  .

. Vi o  .et 1 aaw otse   breAk t hr ou  h t ! e orver cae t at 7 , 000 f eet . As soon aa
the ZEKE spotted th® P-3B's, he iamtediate],y dived through the avercast.

eiolet 2 aaw three ZEASS at 20,000 feet at 9 o'olock,  f.t
h fo r P-3$'a ohas-

i   t hem f r om out of r an  e .

Vio7.e
t 3 o  aed in the above tbree ZE  at 10 fl'cloak, hi h. The flrst ZCRE   

di vEd   t r ai ght do  rn ern   di sap peRr ed f n t he cl ouds . Vi ol et 3- 1 pa  l ed of f anc  . -
attaoked the second  E    who headed for the overc at in a a ore  entle dive. ,qi ol et 3- 1 rnade t   o pas ae e  at t hi s Z  f r orn m  . t

i mum range at d observed hi t s i n
the back of the cockpit. These hit   ere also obaerved bq Vioiet 3-2. This

 
di sappear ed i n t he cl ou ds , t r a,i l i nk amoke . Vi ol et 3- 1 and   • 2 t hen ol i,r bed b  ck
t o 16 , OQO f eet and eaw Vi ol et 3- 3 and 3-  «• at ta cki ng t he t hi rd   E  , tli ol et   - 1
opet ed f i re Rt maxi mum r!uiRe . Nei t her Vi ol et 3- 1 , 3- 3 or 3- 4 observed   r hi t a .
on thie ZEHE,  ho slso dtsappeared irrthe overcast.

Socm after leaving the escort bornbars, Violat 1a-2 developed engfri4 trouble,
Ths ent i re #'Z3.ght ret urned t o t he t hre e e scor t i x  B• 29' s v here t hey l ef t Sfi :ol et
l, -2 . Short l,y af t er t hi s   Vi ol et  •- 1 obser ved s. ZEAE br eak t tnrough t he aver     s t
i n a c l i   bi r  r t ur n. Vi ol et   - 1 i atmedi at el  r at t acked, f i r i r  ? a ah  t bur et f ro-h -

      F             $ L ' Z  '  C                     

.
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-
 : 
   

, .  
    ;t h  r had great di f f i   t ].t y  i o r e  'ornd;  ,r,

t   :fl l et 5   et t dc  t    r   b   he   ner E 
 .     y
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' .   . -

LSl •  

  IQIDII PI I ARRATIVE T3 . . ! - "'  
 .

  ar aap Mi eai.on 12•10 , 8 De c . 191 4  
- '̀-

,J    =-̂ I

. , ' ` _ . ..
' • .•

 
-.'  l.T(  t f l RREN g . R

, 
O'L3ER (Vi ol et

 
4

.-,
1 

-      
' `..,I.i t aprr o d.mqt e],y 09  .5

K, 8 Deae nber 191+,  .,
I arr i ved at IP Ri t h   r f l i  rht , ar,1d

prepar ed t o st ar t a s a eep ar ouac  t he eas t gi d® of Iwo 3i ma at 16 , OF}0 !'eet . There -  - I
was a solid ov ercast above the entire tar et area, with baae at 1

 ,
000 feet and

__t ap at ?- 8   000 f eet . Ne3t her IFro di ma nor l  i ts  ai Roa   aro re   1.ef bl e t o me at ea  -  -- .. '  ; :
time from the above overoast.   • _-, .    -

1 t appr oai mat el,y d950R I hear d t hr ee bc  i e s cal l ed i n at ni ne o  o  .ex k t,o t he .
 

8-29 esc  t. Turnin  sli htly to port, I saw two flighta of P•38ss cha8lr  two - -
Zekee i rst o t hs overo4st , I di d not see t he ot ber t wo r eappesr ai' t, er di vi ng i   4  : ,I_ r -Itbe cload layer. - 

-_: : ",:   
 it l OQQB n  r Wi nK man , Yi ol ct 4- 2 , cal l ed me and sa ,d he w  a havi t  t roubl ®

. :̀̀  
- wi t h hi e port e  i ae , so I t urtied t .o t qke bi m baok t o t h® e ecort B• 29   a,  rher e ,.  ,:

'I
i he w as to wait for ms. Juet ae I turned, I eaw a Zeke climbit  r .p

idLyjust abo 
-t he rn ter cast at n .ne o tcl ock t o aie about one- lntl f mi i e of f . I f mmedi at el y t vr ned

_ r.
 =

t oward hi m, erlc  he evi dent l y c  i d not have t i me t o t ake a  ev  a3ve s at i o  , f or -I waa abl e t o et
.
dead aet er n of hi  n and f i re a t wo- eecond bnr gt f r om a ra eaf    'I

  '  
r ot more t han 200 f eet . Iar   e pi ece a f l ew fx orfl hf  • t ai l eec t i Qn anc! caisapy , t b  t __ 

 
Ihe expl oded anc  epun down t o t he t aP of t he over aast , t rai l i n8 f l ame s and cast-  - ; ' pletely dieinte rated.       - ' ;::- ,-,

No more enemy aircraft mera seen bg,m  fli ht, and at 1]1,OK we rejoined the '
B-2g escort anc  heeded f  Saipan, whera  re landed at 13 5K. --

. 
-
V;

l
l

  af   ar ren H, Roe  te r =   i
  / t   WA,RNEA K.   •

l-"-  
?Ita3ar s   i r Cor pe . -,.. =i  

_
?!    _ ,.

  L. _
  AIdCi!!   Vi ol et b - 3  

,- .  .  ..
, :  ,

I wae f l y i ng Maj or Roe aer '  S el e+ aent . I obser ve8 a Zeke bre ak t br as  h t he ,  aver c:aat i n a cl i mbi n  tvr n t o t he l e  't . Maj or Roe aer i   eee  f at e},Y   ot on t h® -<Zeke   s t ai l and cl osed t o about   0 y  .t ds . I aj or Roe eer opened f i r e and I  aa r   -     
t he Zeke e tpl ode and burn, The Zeke   s dar k OD i n col or ond had r ed r oucedel s   r+I
on the Rin a and iteselage. The Zeke took eo evaaive aation.   -'

•
1

T ~ I

. I
`
.f e   Ever et t L. Bal kum . } ,

  tr     T L, au  n  _  TRVEco  r: .,   at Lt . , a x c  ,  . _
 
..
'   ̂ 
_C. L.

H
    :,

Ca , Ai r C?o  e - --
f   
- .,

-
' •   • -

;- - _ .   t ' . -Ct  IF  TAL CO  +T  T1Jl    • .
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