
THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E  12958

_
 

- -   ' ---
    . = _   -- - __       : - __    ;a ' -    l   :   . z -  - : - .- -

   _
   +w_   ,   a. ,;    .  , _ - -- _- .

* --    - .  

_ -
 

. r -  r   .   . -   
_ .    

   
-•

 
  -   u-

 
4 -1  

,
r   _ __ . ' '   - -   r    

_- . - - .
-   .

J      
,
}  

- - -
 

 .   -  
_ r , - _ . _

_
_ . .

  I  .
1
_._ _, - . .- . .   .

. .
1

_

   
•

   
 

`

_DECLASSIFfE ` `D

`     ° ," DOD DIR 5200,Q.    
. .

 
 

O raa  i est i ca  ll Ai st ®ry  19t h Fi   'tt ea  Squradt  s 31            Ps
  I I Fi   t er Ca  rc  Ser+reat h Ai r Fer oe .

Yqy l , 19  11 - Y  Y 31s 19  4
,

l . Oac  oi s at i   at =

lTe  at i v+e.

2 , St r hs

  l Of f i ceaca253   .rstedYe 
3, Dat e vf s r r i val   Ird depart ure f r̀ aa  each st at i oa occ npi ed i a t hi s

t hea  t er s
r

  e  t i . e,
 t. Lo  .

2d Lt . LBSLI E ft . ARtIOLD - K  1 1ed i n t he Li ne of lhit y .

5. Ai ards aad Decorztio'es

Aw  rd oY Good Cos duct Yedal t o esit i r e 3quadroa . l va t d aF bro nse
at ar f or t hr ee ye  ucs  ud di.t i vr  l s er vi c e t o aevess Bysl 3s t ed Yem. (Ia d ..   1 )

Award ®f br ons e at ar Yer bat t l e par t i ci pat i aA, 7 Deceim ber 191 1,
t 0 CO  n  i  •  Of f i cer s  d t hi r t y- aev e    l i .st ed Yen. (I aacl .   2 )
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Nzrrative History of the 19th Fighter Squzdroa for the mvnth of

1(ay   19  i 3

V h,at pr oved t o be z mc  at h of f ewer i sh act i vi t y aad hect i c pl a  t
 

was usher ed i n by s even dzys of t he most coa ce at r zt ed t r a3ni n   f l yi n  
Squadr on had ev er eaper i en+ced .  Ri t h t he i dea t hzt t he f i r s t w eek of t he mos t h

shoul d be s et zs i de f or t he pur pos e of i r o ti  se out a  Ici.aks whi ch st i l l d i Qht

r e aai n is t he t eaa sy at ea mhi.ah t he Squadr oa had  ro r ked sv l one aAd. hard t o
devel op  t r zi ai n wa s schedul ed f  sm s unri s e t o su  et aa d r esul t ed i a l o   eed
f l y l nQ t 3me • f

 
: I ,

S - a Squ.ti dr oa r ec o ed. The ead of t he Reek f vw d t he
eat i r e Squadr on per so mel t i r ed brott obvi ous l p pl ezs ed t o hzv e succ essf bl l y
car  ci ed su t t he Oa. ma uifYQOf f i c ez ' a p 1as • Fr  an t he ea d of t hi s w+eek ua t i l

e. bzr ka t i on (Ai at or y -Apr i l 19L 1.i
) f l y i a   coas i st ed of i .u li vi duzl f 1.3.  t a f er

the purpose of keepin$ both p3lvts sad planes in tip top shnpe. The curtail-
meat af schedul ed t r r  3.ni ue fl i   t s dur i a   t hi a per i od . ri e pr ia ar i l ],y t o keep
e a  e t i me oa t he P=l ?D ai rcrat t̀ at a s i eS  ta  ; t o kti ep t he pi l ot pe cao uae 
f r am becoi i ne ov er- t rzi aed dur i a g t he pzr  t i cul ar l y i er ve nra,ck3a Q per i od pare-
cedia  embarkatioa; and finally ta al].o rthe eatire Squadr®a persoanel as   ch
t 3 ae zs pos ai bl e f or t he se emi A  l ,y ea,dJ.es s # asks   rhi ch zre a aec easary r esnl t
s f z move. ea t oi such mz p d t ude .

Cl eaa3.i   hon se Ras t he by   or d vf each sect i om as  rel l s s of t he
Squadr oa aa a whol e. A t act i cal ar   aai zat i on   rhos e parimar y ni asi oi si a ce i t s
acti atioa, 1 October 1921  ha,d been the trai    of fiphter polots ix the
tactica of the U.S,A,A.F, was looki  foraard to a new missioa fa a ca.bat
t hezt er .  h  aeroua chzn  es   er e i a srder bef or e t he Squs dr on  noul d be i s t he
des i r ed caadi t i oa f or t hi s ne  as si   e s t . Theae chan¢ea i avol ved a ahi.Yt f a i
of Squadron s t r ea   t h i nisl .ndi i   et er y sec t i ©n aad f u t he f i s zl as al ysi s t weat T-
t hree F  l i st ed Yeaa ard ca e Pf l ot Of f i a er   er e t raasf er red 3a grade f r an t he
3quad roi i nt o ot her sr   ani zat i ons i n t he H  ai i au Depzrtme at . Co  er ael ,T 
t .  . Fl yi a   Of f i c er s aad i onr F; l i at ed 1[eat wer e t rauet erred i nt o t he Squadros , 
the latter fer the purpeee of stresBtheaiae the Ordaance section   ich could
look forRard to increased dutiee oa arrival at eur Aee statioi,

Yoral e, zl r ea 
,y at a i e r hi   r as a r esul t of t he i acr e s s ed aQt i r i t y

aad t e    r k aa de s ec es ss ry by t he cani nB   n re  was baoat ed by t he aut hsr 'i za-
t i os of sever sl . paromot i vn a f or bot h Ot f i c er a and I  l i at ed Yea . T  t t e t3ad
Of f i e er s and s even F7.yi a ¢ Of f i c er s   e rai s ed oi e st ep i a rar k, whi l e t weat   +-
ei   ht F  l i s t ed   e + r ecei v ed gremot i oas of one p ade duri ne t he   toa t h ot ltavT.
The e f f ect of   e11. d ea er ved pr amot i oae i a of t sa of i ncal aul abl e s oral e val ne;
coruinQ at this particnlar time these pa oaotiona served to strmtethea the
Squa dr ox udspari t de eer p®  sisrce t he mez i mrol v ed wer e al l coa s i der ed wel l -
des ervi n¢ of t he r ecop i t i ob t hei r twr k had recei ved,

Is l i . e Ri t h t he parceiot i os e meart i oned above, fwrt her r eco  ai t i oa t s a
accorded t he Squa,drvn whea    i n a aas a f oYS at i oa oa 23 Ya y 19li1y t he eat i re
E. l .i st ed Ye a per soanel   s pr es ea t ed t he (3osd Co. duort Yed,al . f or h tvi ae caa pl .etr- -
ed o8® year of coatimious astive military serviae in the Ar y ot'the Uaited
St at es . At t he same t ii e  sewem of t he ffi l i st ed l ea p  es ent  ro r e awarded a
bro as e s t ar f or havi i g s er ved an addi t i onal per i od of t hr ee yeara eubaeqnee t
t o t he ori   l.aal. award, (Iaral .   1 ) Oe  t he 26t h of t he nont h t he Co. eaadi nQ
  f f i cer   3da  or HABR? E. YaAF'EB  aad t h3r t y  8ewen F rl i s t ed Yea   ere aut hvr i s ed 
by 5 . 0 .   51  Ae udquar t er s 318t h F'i $ht er (  'oup, APO   951, t o   eaz' w e br vnse
s er vi  ce ats r oa t he Aai at i c Paci f i c C  apai @a ri bbeu f®r bat t l e p  r t i ci pst i oi
i n t he Ha  ii   „ I sl aads oi 7 Dec e nbe  ' 19111. (h rcl .   2 . )

Oae aocident served to haaper tha iapetus *hich characte ised
Sqna dr on act i t i t i es dur 3. .   t hi s per i od . Oa  2 lls y 1 9L 1.t, 2d Lt . LhS LI E A.
AR1+T4LD was ki l l ed as a r esul t s f crashi ae i s as RA- 21 B wYd-l e vm az

- 1 -
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S E C R E T
- - - -1Qarrative History of the 19th Fiehter Squadron f.r the nonth of  Ys 19  . (cout  d) .

a ainietrative flieht ts Nicka  Fiald, He reached an altitu de st 200 feett ol l swi wQ t ake-of Y f r . . Bel l ows Fi el df aad f or r eaam d  unka owi t he a i r crat tt s ok a t urn t o t he l e i t   d cras hed i nt o t he   rouad, ki] ,1i nt bot h t he pi l ot ,Lt . A.RI OLD, and hi a paseeateer, Capt , ROCHESTER C, TH  SON, of t he j 1,
8t h    t   '   nP. PaPuhar ns a,n i ndi iri dual aud r espect ed as an ez t remel ycapabla pilot, ht, ARNOLD S losa was deeply felt by the entire or anization,T'he unusual  ature of thia accideat resulted in the Squadron s takfnQ increaa-ed security measures to pr.tect the tactics,l aircraft frcm a  * poasiblesabotaee. The problem sf szbota e vas aonsidered sutficientlry acnte to warrantaa order to fire withont ctwLlo, e en a, y person or persona loiterine in thevi ci ni t y of ounr ai rcr af t duri n  t he honr s of sundo rn t o swiri se, To f nr t her

protect the planes, and the pilota who flew theo, a eystem of tlood-liehta waser ect ed at t he i nat i   at i on of t he Comonaixii ne pf f i c er , Thf,s s erped t o i l l tmi nat et he Squa,dr on ai rcr a,ft dur i ne t he hour a o  ' darkaess , 1  'i t h t he Squadraaa tn ard
detail atstioned at tixed poat. affordinQ a caaplete riaual covera e od allSquadro r ai rcra.Pt , t he s ecvr i ty parobl e  s eeaied t o be succ easf tzl l ry sol ved,

Thonah the tro rkine day durin  Yay was lon  and h,ard, the niBhta were
  rel c oa ed by moat o8 t he mea as a t i  ae f or r el   ucfnQ aud e  oy i nQ t he r ecr eat i on-
al facilitiea oftered at Beslows Fie l.

d, The NCO and Offioera  Clubs cla3sed
t he i r ahar e . f el i   i bl s t e. b er a i   .l e t he mc vi e s wer e a hav ei  f or al l . The
daa i nat i a e phi l o s opi y of each i ndi v i dua l ae e ned t o be - ne  oy t heae pl es aur es
while you   n - a ad ma  aen who o wuuld not be interested in either
the novies or the cluba be an to patronize both. It is note ro rtl y that the
Squa dron c onduct ed i t s al f i n   ood t as t e t hr eu eh

.out t hf a di f f i cul t per i od ,
Ccaii ng event s be  ax t o crys t sil l i s e, nhe  t vwar d t he mi ddl e of t he

no tt h t he 318t h F̀i eht er Group heLd a f ormal i.  peat i on ot t act i c al a3r ct af t ot
the 73rd and the 19th Fip,hter Squadrons, The 3napection was both aolorfl l and
ai  Ces s f titl and i n t he measured opi ni on of al l pr eae aat , t hese t wo Squadr ona
were conaidered we11 prepared for their comine missios,

2? Ya,y 19ljl.t was t he da,y on  rhj.ch t he r esul t s of al l t he l abor and
pl a,nni a  of t he pr evi oua mont h and a ha7.f be  an t o atat eri al i ae , Thi a or   ani s -
ation   reconstituted ia the Aawaiian Department on 7 February 1923, with ita
pz'ia ary mi e si on t he def ens e af t he Aawai i an Ial ands and t he t rai ni nQ of f i   t efi
pilota. lhr the first tine aince that aenorable date the Squadron  as destined
t o nave out of t he Hawni 3.an Department , On 2? Yary 19  l . a   'oup ot seven (}rom d
Ot f i oer a, 3.aol vdi ne t he Fl i eht Snr eeo  pl ne one haindr ed and t went y - ei   it  l i st ed Yen at d al l neaeasary eq  i p nent w+er e at t ache.d t o t he A,  qr Transport
Service for rations aud quartera. Thie advance cadre was caapoaed af the teah-
 d aiwratinSs in the Squr d ron and the p2an was to have this eroup arrive at
destinatioa a feR days beYore the polots and planea so that tactioal operationa
ooul d be put i nt o ef f ect i mmedi .z t el y upon arri val of t he ].at t er , The r emai ni a  
half of the Squadr©n was to embark early in June, after aomple tine the parckine
and bo d.n  of all equdis   t which had not been necessary to the firat
ahi  xa.ent ,

T2nis eor ded a per i od of pl ans and c ouirt er - pl ans . A par t i cul ar l
,yhec t i c per i od f or ev eryone f r ooa t he Cc  mnandi n   Of f i c er daon t hr ou y,hc ut t he

or  nisation. Hard work and hu •d play had made the days eamethin¢ to look
bac k upon wi t h irobder ax d pl eaaur e . 1Ronder t hat t he l on$  v ai t ed n i s s i aaa had
final.

ly materiallsed; and pleasure over the fact tha   at had seemed times
an almost insw cmountable task had finally beeu c

 
s -

JOS .   EhiD
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or     a
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23 MAY 1944

 
,
WARD OF THE GOOD

_
CONDUCT MEDAL

1„ BY AUTHOR ITY OF EXECUT IVE ORDER N0. 8809 ( ULL. 17,W.D.,1941
)

AS AMENDED BY EXECUT IVE ORDER N0. 9323 (lULL. 6 , V.D.,194
3) AND UNDER

THE PROV IS IONS SET FORTH OY ARMY RECULAT ION 600-08 , THE GOOD CONDUCT
MEDAL W ILL BE AWARDED FOR EXEMPLARY  EHAV IOIR, EFF IC IENCY AND F IDEL ITY,TO EACH ENLISTED r  AN IN THE ,  RI  Y OF THE UNITED STATES  ̀JHO - -

A. ON OR AFTER 2? ,UGUST 1940 , HAJ 01  SHALL HAVE COMPLETED
0 ONE (1) YEAR OF CONT INUOUS A6tT IVE FEDERAL M ILITARY

SERV ICE wH ILE THE UN ITED STATES IS AT wAR.

B. UPON COMPLET ION OF ANY SUDSEQUENT ADD IT IONAL THREE (3 )  
YEAR PERI OD OF ACT I VE FEDERAL SERVICE THEI  E  'dI LL BE
AV'  ARDED AN APPROPRIATE CLASP IN L IEU THEftEOF ,

2. AS COMMAND INC OFF ICER  OF THE N INETEENTH F IGHTER S'  UADRON, I
HERE Y MAKE PRESENTAT ION OF THE AWA!tD OF THE GOOD CONDUCT MEDAL, TO
ALL MEMI ERS PRESENT AT TH IS FORMAT ION.

3. IN ACCORDANCE W ITH PAR. 3A (2 ), AR 600-68 , THE FOL'LOW ING
ENL ISTED MEN HAVE  :UAL iF IED dY SERV ING AN ADD IT IONAL PER IOD OF THREE
YEARS SUeSE@UENT TO THE OR IG INAL AwARD , TO BE AWARDED A ORONZE STAR
IN L IEU OF THE CLASP WHEN THEY tECOME AVA ILAOLE FOR ISSUE:

M/SGT PAUL E. ELL IOT T/SGT HARRY E. ROSS
M/SGT DUNCAN HUNTER T/SGT KENNETH V INCENT
M/SGT EARL W. R ICHMOND T/SGT LOWELL R. W ILSON

  M/SGT N ICHOLAS S IGNORETTA

HARRY E. MCAFEE
MAJOR, A.C.,COMMANDING

A TRUE COPY:  
OSE G. OWNSEND

1ST LT. , A. C.
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_
# 95

sPEC  oxnERS )
: 26 l  r 1944 '

acT  ER , 51 )

    *   *     *       *   -u-  *                       *   *          

2 . P'ol l o ri ng Oe AC  C9 Os AUS & F  [ or gna i ndi aat ed ent i t l ed t o cr edi t f or
be t t l e par t i ci pat i an i n t he Hawaf i aa I el ands an Dec 7 , 19Lr1 and ar e aut h t o i ear one
bronze service atar on the lsiatic Pacific Oempaign ribbon for this engegesent:

                    *                                     -        *

19TH FIGHTER S08ADhAH AAF
b[dJ HARItY E YcAFET 041227t3 a S  Al v i n L Ani aka  rski 1b012885 (686)
 i 3gt Paul E El l i ot t 691,7,1,83 (750) S Sgt Sam W. Cos J r 13017777 (750)
 [ Sgt Dtuican Hunter 6979

,
365 (750) 9 Sgt Fileman 8 Geringer 150b3750 (060)

 i Sgt Rarold A Kriefall 16021341 (911) S Sgt R  vnd HeadrY 14o4Q455 (750)
M Sgt Enrl il Ri cbunomd 67900g5 ( 821, ) S Sgt I dsel D Ha tel l 11,009522 (750)
K Sgt pi chol aa gi gnoret t s 6975539 (? 50) S Sgt Caesl s :r Ke l i noxaks 611,1  ,02 (747)
T Sgt Kenneth V Gibaon 16021529 (911) S Sgt John  taConnall.12009906

(511)
T Sgt Har ol d   f Hemphi l l 702$731 (750) S Sgt i i l t on  YM.i 11 er 16Q1 0973 (750)
T 3gt Clarence C Keenan 7028733 (?50) S Sgt St  rt   Swesney 1b007920 (945)
T 3gt Ledr eR L l  adl pi n b9221i45 (911) - s s gt Al f r ed P Turner 11021 48  .

(750)
T Sgt William H 0'Brf.en Jr 11007591 (750) S Sgt Harvld E 1 ahl.berg 16003236 (750)
T Sgt Harry E rooe 6571728 (826) S Sgt Harry A Wendt 16008030 (060)
T 3gt l i l t aai Sho  e 14033678 (511) S Sgt   ames H Yotimg 16012656  (750)
T 3gt Rsymond E S:reaney 16003529 (945) Sgt Alonzo Belsar 13012b30 (Olh)
T Sgt Kenneth Vincent 6q77656 (750) Sgt Joaeph T Karale i 12025b81, (901)
T Sgt Carrah Walker 16Q41000 (542) Sgt C9rua Lev ins 110075  (405)
T Sgt J oha E l and$el 16012743 (b +5) Cpl Char l ea Kef o. er 7028$69 (345)
T Sgt Charl e s C l abber 160L2581 (911) Pvt John WPi l ahs r 6958583 (901)
T Sgt Laaell R  filaoo 6 93928 (835) Pvt Luther E Reeves 6273  (521)

  *   * *           * *               *   * *   * * *           *  

By order of Lieutenant Colonal SANDERS:

H. B.  NOODY,Capt eti n, Ai r Co cps ,Ad utaat.

OFFICIAL:
H. B. WOODY,

Captaia, Air Corpa,  Adjutant.
DISTR BUTIuN= MJn
A TRIIE EXTRACT COPY:  

J OS . DiNSEND
l a t l t . , Jl . C.
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NARRAT I VE HI S1"ORY OF THE ) 9TH F I GHTER S  ,
UADRON FOR THE MONTH

OF JUNE, 1944 

ON fi JUNE 1944 THE SQUADRON OFFiCIALLY SE YERED ITS LONG-
I 

STAN 7ING CONNECTION W ITH THE HAWAIIAN DEPARTMENT. DURtNG THE PREDED-
ING F IVE DAYS AND IN LINE   ITH THE VAR IOUS PERSONNEL CHANGES Pt T INTO
EFFECT DUR ING AAAY I;S ,

UADRON H ISTORY - MAY 1944), FOUR P ILOT OFF ICERS
AND ONE GROUND OFF ICER WERE PRO dOTED ONE STEP IN RANK WH ILE F IVE
ENL ISTED MEN WERE TRANSFERRED IN CRADE Tm OTHER ORGAN IZAT IONS iN THE
HAWA IIAN DEPARTMENT; THUS COMPLETE ING THE PROCESS OF READY ING 7HE
S 
,
UADRON FOR DUTY IN A  OMBAT THEATER, LEAVING BELLO VS F iELD AT 0830

,
THE REMAIN INC s uADRON PERSONraEL PROCEEDED To PEARL HAR80R TO BOARD
THE "SS DASH ING WAVE" WH ICH   1AS TO BE ITS HOME FOR THE NEXT T1lJENTY-
ONE DAYS . AT THE SAhAE T IME , THI RTY- S I X OFF Il`ER P I LOTS BOARDED     'U, S.
NAVY A IRCRAFT CARR IER IN ORDER TO FLY THE SC UADRON AiRCRAFT FROM iT I

UP ON ARR I V! NG   r I TH1N RANGE Ol  THE NE   STAT I ON. .
L lFE ON A TROOP TRANSPORT HAD f3EEN TIiE OBJECT OF MUCH SPECULA-

T ION AND D ISCU55 11 N IN THE LaYS PFcECED lNG ACTUAL EMBARKAT ION. THE   
S  UADRON VJAS PREP ARE:D FOR AL r10ST ANYTN1NG IN THE NATURE OF HARDSHI PS ,

  AND THUS b'JAS PLEAS APJTLY SURPRI SED TO F I ND THAT TI-iE " S5 DASHI NG WAVE "
INAS CONS IDERABLY MORE CODdFORTA6LE THAN HAD 3EEN EXPEOTED. IT SEElJIS
OBVI OUS THAT THE PERMANE IT GRE °  CHARGED f1v1TH THE MOVE rENT OF SERVICE
TROOPS WERE FAM IL IAR b'rITH THE P20BLEMS PECULIAR TO SUCH AN OPERAT ION,
EV IDENTLY OPERAT ING ON THE THESIS THAT A nriAN IS REASONABLY COPJTENTED
ON A FULL STO IACH, THE MEAL SYSTEM   rAS EXCELLENTLY PLANNED aND  
EFF IC I ENTLY EXECUTED. THE FOOD  ','AS OF GOOD   ,

UAL 1TY AND Y dELL PREP AP,ED
ANll THE T I lE CUNSUiJEn I N Sc   UI NG THE La RGE NUPa[i ER OF TROOP S ABOARD WAS
KEPT AT AN ABSOLUTE N91NI f41UM.

SOME OF THE S ,UAD
R N PEf SONNEL COUNTERAGTED THE EVER-PRESENT

THREAT OF E30REDOM V  ! TH VAR I OUS AND SUNDRY CARD GAIr1ES AiVD OTHER GAMES  
OF CHANCE,  ' H ILE OTHERS SPENT THE IR SPARE T 1( IE DEVOUH ING ALL OF THE

AVA ILABLE ARMED SEP.V ICE ED IT IONS OF THE OURRENT BEST-SELLERS. THE
DAi LY NEti' S BROAD(:AST G1vEN EAC;H i 10RNI NG BY a rriEi  1t3ER UF THE SHIPS

 CREW Vd S EAGERLY AWAITED BY EVERY MAN A80ARD., A
' ON THE  YHOLt , THE TRIP 4vAS EVEiVTFUL a NLY IN THE T VO Su BMAR INE

ALERTS EXPER IENCED EAST OF EN IWETOK , AT WH ICH T IME MOST OF THE SQUADRON
PERSONNEL SAVV THE IR F IRST ACT ION OF ANY TYPE AGAINST THE ENEMY. DEPTH
CHARGES WERE DROPPED SY THE DD ESCORT W 1TH NO OFF IC IAL RESULTS REPORT-
ED. ON 19 J UNE 194 4 THE " SS DASNMVG UrAVE" ANCHORED AT THE ENIWETOK
GROUP FOR V HAT WAS TO B E A STAY OF THREE DAYS. FOLLOW ING TH IS BR IEF

,
DELAY OUR CONVOY PROCEEDED ON THE F INAL LEG OF THE TV ENTY-ONE DAY TR lP,
AT 16Q0 , 26 JUNE 1944 , ANCHOR WAS DROPPED OFF SAIPAN ISLAI D IN THE

 lAR IANAS GROUP AND AT 0 3Q ,
27 JUNE 1944 , AN LST DEP88 1TED THE SQUADRON

. ON THE SOUTH SHORE OF THAT ISLAND.
TNE EXPER IENCE  OF THE GROUP ti"JH ICH LEFT OAHU 27 MAY 1944,

  Si  UADRON HI STORY - MAY 1544 ) ON THE " SS LA SALLE" tiYERE S  tR IKINGLY
S IM ILAR TO THOSE MENT IONED A80VE UF TO THE IR ARR IVAL AT DEST INIIT ION, i

ANCHOR ING OFF SA IPAN ON THE N IGHT OF THE '14TH TH IS ADVAN(;E GROUP WAS

UNABLE TO D ISEMBARK FOR F IVE DAYS BECAUSE OF THE FURY OF ENEM-Y AIR

 ,
CT ION. ENEMY STRAF ING AND 80MB ING , AND THE RUMORED IMM INENCE OF

_1_
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NARRAT iVE H ISTORY OF THE 19TH F IGHTER SQUADRON FOR THE MONTH
OF JUNE, 1944 , (CO_ )

ACT IQN W ITH THE JAPANESE FLEET KEPT THE CONV  
   

AND DUT OF THE
ANCHORAGE FOR A PER IOD OF F IVE DAYS. DN 20 944 THE INVAS ION
S ITUAT ION 1NAS FELT TO BE SECURE ENOUGH TO WARRANT D ISEMBA K ING
SQUADRON AND SETT iNG UP OPERAT IONS AT ASLITO AIR BASE. ON 22 1

 
944 ,

MAJOR HARRY E. MCAFEE, THE COMMAND ING OFF ICER, AND 24 P ILOTS TOOK 4FF
FRO I THE IR CARR IER AND wERE THE F IRST U.S.A.A.F. F IGHTER P ILOTS TO
LAND AT TH IS F IELD . THE REMAIN ING ELEVEN P ILOTS WERE TO PANCAKE AT
ASLITO F IELD ON THE 23RD OF JUNE.

THE FLIGHTS LED 8Y MAJOR MCAFEE PANCAKED AT 0900 THE MORNING
OF THE 22ND. THE EAGERNESS OF THE P ILOTS PLUS THE FACT THAT THE
GROUND PER50NNEL, WHO LANDED ON THE 2( TH, HAD WASTED NO T hME IN GETT ING
PREPARED FOR IMMED IATE OPERAT ION, RESULTED !N THE F IRST M ISS ION AGAINST
THE ENEMY BE ING SCHEDULED FOR 1730 OF THE SAME DAY. THUS THE TRANS I-
T ION FROM THE COMPARAT IVELY PEACEFUL L IFE OF DA ILY TRA IN ING IN THE
HAWA IIAN DEPARTMENT, TO THE THR ILLS AND UNCERTAINT IES OF COMBAT FLYING

, HAD BEEN COMPLETED. THEORY WAS TO BE PUT iNTO PRACT ICE.     
DURING THE REMAINING EIGHT DAYS OF THE MONTH OF JUNE THE FORTY

P ILOT OFF ICERS OF THE 19TH F IGHTER SC UADRON FLEW A TOTAL OF 201 SORT IES
INVOLV ING 35 SCHEDULED M ISS IONS OVER ENEMY TERR f'TORY. IN STR IK ING THE  
THE VAR IED TARGETS SELECTED , THE SQUADRON EXPENDED APPROX IMATELY
165,225 ROUNDS OF .50 CAL. AMMUNITION; 207 ROCKETS (4.5); AND 351/2
TONS OF 500 L8. G.P. BOMBS. METHODS OF ATTACK VAR IED W ITH THE TYPE OF
TARGET AND A BREAKDOV N SHOWS: 18 STRAFING MISSIONS, 8 60MBING AND
STRAFING MISSIONS, 4 ROCKET AAISSIONS, 2 ROCKET AND STRAFING MISSIONS
1 BOMB ING , STRAF ING , AND ROCKET M ISS ION, AND 1 NiISS ION IN  11H ICH THRE 

P ILOTS COVERED A PBM DO®N OFF f QT  ISLAND IN THE MAR IANAS GR3UP  M ISS ION
REPORT   2)  AND ONE M ISS ION INVOLV ING THE USE OF BOTH BOMBS AND ROCKETS,

Tw0 PERSOnINEL LOSSES wERE SuFFERED BY THE SQ
,
uADRON DUR ING

THESE EIGHT DAYS OF INTENS IVE FLY ING , ON 27 JUNE,  ' d ILE ON A ROCKET
M 1SS I N OF S IX PLANES AGA INST GURGUAN PO INT AIRF 

.
ELD ON NE IGHBOR ING

T INIAN 1SLAND , 1ST LT, WAYNB F. K08LER WAS SEEN TO CRASH AS A RESULT
OF ENEMY ANT I-AIRCRAFT F IRE. THE NATURE OF THE GRASH MADE H IS SUR-
V IVAL IMPO5S IBLE AND HE IS LISTED AS K iLLED IN ACT ION. 1ST LT. R ICHARD
B. W ITZIG FA ILED TO RETURN FROM TH IS SAhRE M ISSION AND , S INCE HE WAS NOT
SEEN TO CRASH, IS L 18TED AS M ISS ING IN ACT ION, CONS IDERED AMONG THE
MOST CAPABLE OF THE SQUADRON'S FLY ING PERSONNEL THE LOSS OF THESE TWO
OFF ICERS W ILL BE FEIT BOTH TACT ICALLY AND PERSONALLY BY THE ENT IRE
SQUADRON.

MORALE IS AT BEST AN INTANG I6LE AND ELUSIYE FACTOR. HOWEVER,
THE SUCCESS OF TH IS F IRST WEEK OF M ISS IONS AGAINST THE ENEMY II AS
EVIDENCE OF THE PR lDE AND INTEREST EACH rr AN HAD IN THE S 

,
uADRON' S

WELFARE. AN IMPORTANT FACTmR ' UAS THAT THE SG UADRON WAS NO LONGER A
TRA IN ING ORGAN IZAT ION 4 ITH ALL THE DRAWBACKS THAT SUCH A M ISS ION
IMPL IES. NOW EACH MAN COULD BE SURE THAT H IS,JOB, NO MATTER HOW A UCH
IN THE BACKGROUND , WAS

,
IN SOME SMALL ti' AY ESSENT IAL TO THE EFF IC tENT

- 2 -
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  ( RGAN IZAT I ONAL H ISTO  f 19TH F IGHTER S UADRON A  F APO 244. (CONT D

S E C R E T

NARRATIVE H ISTORY OF THE 19T -I F IGHTER SQUADRON FOR THE MONTH
OF JUNE, 1944. (C0

,
NT D )

OPERAT ION UF THE SQUADRON. THE PR09LEMS OF M    SLEEP ING , AND PERSONAL
HYG IENE 4'IERE CONSIDERED SECONDARY AND W ILL INGLY ACCEPTED AS SUCH. A
COMB INATION OF UNACCUSTOMED HARDSH IPS, HARD VlORK, AND PER ImDS OF
PERSONAL FEAR SERVED TO YlELD THE GROUP INTO A St t00TH-WORKING UN IT.
THE FEAR FACTOR WAS BOTH NATURAL AND HEdLTHY. EXPER IENCED THE '.' ORLD
OVER 6Y ALL GREEN UN ITS DUR ING THE IR F IRST FEYJ DAYS UNDER LNE  IY F IRE ,OURS bUA5 THE RESULT OF 60M8 1NGS , ND UNCOMFORTABLY CLOSE SN IPER
ACT IV ITY THROUGHOUT THESE E IGHT N IGHTS.

THE ONE MAJOR OPER 4T IONAL PROBLEM CONFRONT ING THE SG
,
UADRON

DUR ING THESE F IRST FEW DAYS OF COMBAT FLY ING WAS D IRECTLY ATTR IBUTABLE
TO THE ZEAL AND EAGERNESS OF THE P ILOTS. DES IRE TO MAKE EVERY STRAF-
ING PASS COUNT RESULTED IN AN UNEXPEt;TED NUMBER OF BURPJED-OUT GUN
BARRELS. HOWEVER ,  ,S SOON aS THE SER IOUSNEss OF THE sITUAT ION WAS
APPARENT h40RE CAUT ION Vr'AS USED AND TH IS LOND IT ION WAS REDUCED TO
A M INIMUM.

THE MONTH CLOSED I  A FLURRY OF EXC ITEh1ENT FOR THE ENL ISTED
MtN OF THE SC UADRON. ON THE N IGHT OD JUNE 30TH , CPL. GEORGE T.
COOPER AND PVT. ELMER G. STRAND , ON GUARD DETAIL AT THE ENL ISTED
MENS  BARRACKS, SUFFERED GUN-SHOT ti lOUNDS AS A RESULT OF AN EXGHANGE
OF R IFLE F IRE  °! ITH ENEr  Y SNIPERS . PvT. STRAND 4vA5 HOSP ITALi ZED FOR
TREATMENT OF A DEEP ARr   uOUND  "!HILE CPL. COOPER vrAS TREATED AND REPORT- .,ED FOR DUTY THE NEXT PhORN ING. THERE WAS NO FURTHER ACT IVITY THAT N IGHT, 
THUS BRI NGI NG THE   IONTH TO A, CL05E.

I NCL . - ti1I SSI ON R =PORTS # 1 - 35 1
.

, JO PH G. TOUJNSEND 
1ST LT., A.C.H ISTOR I AL OFF ICER

- 3 -
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Cl3NF 1DENT i AL • OOMF IDENTIAL   OQNF IDEpTtAl   '

318TH FI ONTER C 1lOUP, AAF
A. P. 0. f

. _- _,_-
26 JUtsE t 9 14 ;
1010 ( LO  AL)

19TH FIGNTER SQUADRON MISSION   12
( ROUP M1SS1 : N   23

1. A. FOUR (4) P-47D S
8 , tJONE

• ,
2 . A.   ONE

8 NONE 
3 . STRAFE TARf1ET3 OF OPPpRTUN1TY  ,

  ' fNi AN 1SLAND.
   l , CAPT, I  OHR, LTS . ANDERSON, DOUGMERTY, L1Ed  TT,   BLUE  A88 e j

TAKEDFF Q800 •-- LANDING 1000

AFTER C  APlET 10N OF C . A. P .  FpUR PEANES OF BLUEGRASS 8
" PROC"cEDEI] TO T IN IAN TOwN AT 0 20. ARR IVEll OVER TARGET AT

  CJ9 3 5 . F IRS T STRAF l NC3 P ASS MA ?E FROM NORTHti EST AND PEANEB
CEh1TERED F IRE ON SUGAR   i L1. , AND BUIkD/ WG$ IN SAMc AREA.FLICNT EF COUNTERED I  EAf F'tE A f a F IRE FF UM SUGAK  / 1LL. FL1a HT

. u AD  s EGaND PASS FH01 / TNE wE9T HITT t Nc BARa ES AND   :»! LL
•   . CRAFT IN NARBOR, FL iaNT CONT INUEU OVER Tr E TawN AND HIT

THE SOUTM F IELD STRAF INO BUILDING3 AND INSTAI.LA
T10N9.

wH ILE STF AF ING SOUTN F IFLll FL IGHT RECE tVED MEAGRE  1/G/ F 1RQ

.
FRQM AREA 537, 546 , 581 ALONC CREST 4F H IDOE. FLIt3HT HE 
T (r  ED OUT TO SEA AND RETURNED FO BASE. '

  S. A. S/10 a0V€RAQE - 1500 TO 5000 FEET. .8. LOUD AND CLEAR.  

6 . Ut+QDETERMI NED

T, 64T5 ROUND9 : 50 CAI . • $ 20 (3ALLONS GAB.
, 8. 08SERVED •NO ACTIVITY ON SOUTN FIELD, TiNIAN. 100 FOOT Ct AFT

IN TINIAN HAR64R REPORTED IN EAR1.lER Y18SION (6/26f44) BTIL 
SEE tED TO HAYE SI  OKE I9SU1NG FR  uI STACK.

  3Ai4UERS
DI STR !BUT   ON:
3 COPIE9 - HEADt UARTERS 59. 1
1 " • HEAI)Q,UARTER8 3 EYENTN A1Ft FOROE
1 " - HEADQUARTERS Y11 F IQHTER COMJ  AND.  
QONFlDENTIAL CONFIDENTiAL CONFIDENTIAL

A TRV    PV:
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. - 't;   NF,IDE!!T1AL ' '   a4NFi DENTIAL   ' ONF 1DENT1AL   '    
  .   . .

 
- .

  318TH F1t NTER GRpUP, AAF
A. P. O, f

______,.
26  UNE 1944
12 0 (LOQALj  

19TH FIGHTER SQIIADRON M15SIQN   14
QRGUP  ISSION   25  

! . A. FOUR (4 ) P- 47D' S
8 . tvONE

2, A. NONE
8. NONE

3, STRAFE REPOP,TED CUN PGSITIONS IN AREA 6581   Y, TINI N ISLAND.
. •

4. CAPT. GUINNEE, LT9. PORTER, GRAY, DANYl.O. (BLUE(IRA88 a)

TAItEOFF 1035 - LANDING 1220

AFTER COMPLETION OF C.A.P. FOUR PLANES OF BLUE  ASS 8 NtERE
ORDERED BY DLOODSFtaT TO STRAFE GUN POSITIONB !N AREa 658Y*
V, T i NI AN I SLAND  FL IGHT wAS OVER TARGET AT 120 5 ( Lt CAL j ,
f L I GHT   IAUE GNE STk AF I NG F  UN ON AREA AND OBSERVED WI  AT APl EARED
TO i  E A NEw DIGG t t1C 20 FEET BY 5 FEET PARRALLEL TO SHORE 1M
6 SF3V.   HI Lt STRAF I !rlt; ARc A 6 58 R  F L IGI IT '::A  Ut,lAuLE TD ®89ERVE
r  NY c Uri HUS ! T IDNS ?3uE TQ vEc ETAT 1   w, B JT L  I D RE: E I vE I  EAGRE
tvl/ G F 1RE FFt01   Tii I 3 Ak EA. f L IGh T f ETUftNEB T    A  F   ND LANDED
AT 12FQ.

5 ,   . Fi / i C'    OYi F ACE   OE1C - fi C;O('  F  ET,
8 . P:10R

6 , ur   ETr R aI ryEll

T. 2 t 00 +  OI NL̀  . 54 CAL, - a Sa f3ALLONS CAS .

e . r   raE .
SANDERS

I  ISTRt ©UTt CN: _3 CQP IE:S -  iEAD  ,UAr  TkRS 59 . 1 .!   - HEAD4UARTER3 SEVENTH AI H FDR CE
1   - 4EAU  ,U

ARTERS Y11 F I(3HTER COt tMANn

CONF iLENT IAL CONFIDENT IAL

A Tr  UE v OP Y:
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- • (TONF1bENT1AL  CONFI DENTI A .
  IDENT I AL .

     
. - . .

   

318TH FI G iTER 9R®UP, AAF
A.P,O.   244

28 JUNE 1944. .19TH FI( HTER 9qUADRON M!SS14N f 22
GROUP i  1SSI ON   42

1. A, THREE (3) P- 7D'3
8. NONE

2. A. NONE
8. NONE `

3. FIQHTER SWEEP TO USHI PT'. AIRFIELD, TINI IN.
4 , LT8 , JAC089mN,  IATHIS , AND FLACERIAAN. ( BLUEGRA98 8 )

TAKE aFF 0810 - LANDED 0855.
THREE PLANES OF BLUEtiRASB 8 AFTER COI  LETION ©F CAP AT 09.'30 IMERE
ORDERED 8Y FEARlES3 CONTROL TO STRAFE USHI PT. AIRFIELD, TINIAN,TO vRAW FIRE FRL1Ir1 AA J  ND THEN TO ATTEtWPT T8 DESTR4Y THE P08 tTIGNS,TIYE • VER TAR( ET 0940 . F1RST PA68 WAS   ADE FR01M THE M• N  I TO 8MI
FROY 8,000 FT. FLiGHT FIRED •N AFtEA 8358 AND Q, aSBTt 45TP.Q.,8343.T. NO AA FIRE RECEIYED 8N TH18 PA83. THE 9EC©ND PA88 WA3
 IADE FROMI 9E FR  5,000 FT. 3TRAFING AREA9 834, 841N. Q., 848
AND 858.FIRE8 wERE  TARTED IN AREA 834 B.T. AND 64T P.q.088ERYED WHAT APPEARED TO 8E A REYETTED POSITION IN 6S8L.PIL©T COULD N©T 9AY ,lu9T wHETHER THERE wA9 ANYTHipa IN PO8ITION
OR NQT.NO AA F IRE FRGtu ENEYY P49 1TIONS DURIt la MISS ION3 . MO ENE41Y
ACTIYITY 088ERVED.

5. A. 1110 CLAUD COYEAAGE! BASE 5000 FT.B. DtFF i CULT TO RECE I VE FEARLE9S CONTR3L.
e . F 1RE3 STARTED IN 'AREA 8 34 S . T.  tnlD 8 4 T P. Q,
T . 4T00 RDS . 50 CAL. • 600 GAl LO fS GJI S.
8, NONE  

SANDER9
DISTRI9UTIONl
3 COPIES - HEAD4UARTERB 59.1
'1 " - NEAD UARTERS SEVENTH AiR FOROE
1 . • - NEADQUARTERS Y11 FIGHTER CL  +I  IAND,
CONFIDENTIAL CQNFIDEN7 IAL CONFIDENTlAL

A TRUE COPY:  
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